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are raised, and the poor have 
the Gospel preached to them 
(Matthew 11:2-10). 

The 4th Sunday focuses on 
John the Baptizer pointing 
everyone to the Messiah, the 
One whose sandal strap 
John was not worthy to 
loose (John 1:19-28). And 
although this particular Sun-
day falls on Dec. 24th, we 
will celebrate the Fourth 
Sunday in Advent at our 
regularly scheduled 9:15 
AM Divine Service. 

Advent is a season of quiet an-
ticipation and expectation. The 
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The beginning of a new church year is upon us and with it the old 

sound of God’s promise: “He is coming!” 

The new church year begins with a preparatory season called 

“Advent.” The word “advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, 

meaning “appearing” or “coming,” referring to the appearing of a 

great king or even a god. In Christian usage, it refers to the appear-

ing of Jesus Christ in two ways; first His appearing as the Child born 

of the Virgin Mary and second, His appearing in glory on the Last 

Day to judge the living and the dead. You see, Advent isn’t only 

about getting ready for Christmas. It’s also about getting ready for 

Jesus’ final appearing in glory on the Last Day. 

We live in the last days, between Christ’s first and second ap-

pearances. Although He is always present with us now, you should 

know He’s always been since the beginning. His presence is made 

audible and visible to us by the Holy Spirit through the preached 

Word and the Sacraments. Only briefly did the Son of God show His 

face more than 2000 years ago. Only at the end – the Last Day – will 

we see His face again when He appears in glory. Until then, we 

watch, wait, and prepare for His second advent even as we celebrate 

His first. 

St. Bernard of Clairveaux (1090-1153) wrote the following con-

cerning the coming of Christ: “In the first coming, Christ comes in 

the flesh and in weakness; in the second, He comes in Spirit and 

power; in the third, He comes in glory and majesty; and the second 

coming is the means whereby we pass from the first to the third.” 

Advent has four distinct Sundays themed by the readings from 

the holy Gospel. These are the first Sundays of the new Church 

Year.   

The 1st Sunday in Advent focuses on the humble coming of 
Christ appearing in glory with the image of His triumphal ride 
into Jerusalem as the messianic King (Matthew 21:1-9). 

The 2nd Sunday in Advent centers on the coming of our Lord Je-
sus on the Last Day. To those who believe, who fear the name of 
the Lord, this Day is one to look forward to and rejoice in (Luke 
21:25-36). 

The 3rd Sunday reveals Jesus is indeed the One to come. His 
works bear witness that He is. The sick are made well; the dead 

A NEW CHURCH YEAR AND  
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A NEW CHURCH YEAR  (continued) 

One who once came in 
humility by way of 
Bethlehem’s manger, 
David’s donkey, and 
Calvary’s cross, is the 
One who now comes 
to us hidden in His 

holy Word and the blessed Sacrament of His 
body and blood, and will soon come visibly in 
radiant glory to raise the dead and give eternal 
life to all who call on His Name. The tone of 
Advent is joyful anticipation, a mixture of ho-

ly fear and expectant joy, like that of a mother
-to-be awaiting the arrival of her first baby. 
Advent is a time of sober patience. Sadly, our 
instant gratification culture seems to have had 
more influence on the Church than the Church 
has had on the surrounding culture. Advent 
has been gobbled up by the frenzy of the 
“holidays,” which now begins with Hallow-
een?! By the time Christmas arrives, most are 
too weary to worship and too burned out from 
decking the halls to celebrate the birth of the 
world’s Savior with any degree of joy much 
less energy. Remember, Christmas is a twelve 
day feast, beginning on December 25th, not in 
the days before it. In celebrating Advent in all 
its somber, sober watchfulness, we Christians 
can give a priceless gift to each other and to 
the world by showing the patient hope we 
have in Jesus’ coming again. 

The season has its own peculiar customs 

and traditions. One cherished tradition is the 

Advent wreath. This evergreen wreath with 

four candles is a tradition from northern Eu-

rope. Each candle stands for one of the four 

Sundays in Advent. The first candle, or the 

Prophet Candle, symbolizes the hope and an-

ticipation of Christ’s coming in the flesh as 

prophesied so many places in the Old Testa-

ment. The second candle recalls how Christ 

appeared in the flesh in humble manner, being 

born of a virgin in the insignificant town of 

Bethlehem. This is why this candle is often 

referred to as the Bethlehem Candle. The third 

candle, pink in color, is known as the Shep-

herds’ Candle. It recalls the rejoicing of the 

shepherds when they departed after having 

seen the Christ-child in the stable. The fourth 

candle is the Angels’ Candle. It reminds us of 

the heavenly host that announced the good 

news of our Savior’s birth. 

The closed circle of the wreath is a sym-

bol of God’s eternity. Like the circle, our 

Lord is without beginning and without end. 

The evergreen branches represent the eternal 

life that is ours through the death and resur-

rection of Jesus Christ, a life that transcends 

death itself. Just as the evergreen remains 

alive and fresh even in the dead of winter, so 

Jesus fills us with new life even in death. “I 

am the Resurrection and the Life. He who be-

lieves in Me will live even though he dies; 

and whoever lives and believes in Me will 

never die” (John 11:25-26).  

The candles remind us of Jesus Christ, 

who is the Light of the world, the Light no 

darkness can overcome. They also represent 

all baptized believers in Jesus who reflect His 

light into the darkness of this world and pro-

claim Him who called them out of darkness 

into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9-10). 

Each successive week in Advent, another can-

dle is lit. Sometimes smaller candles or little 

red berries are added to count off the days be-

tween Sundays. At Christmas Eve, a single 

white Christ candle is added to the Advent 

wreath, signifying the appearing of Christ in 

the world.   

As the candles on the Advent wreath burn 

ever more brightly with the approach of 

Christmas, we are reminded of how near is 

the coming of our Savior Jesus Christ. Good 

news indeed! He comes to judge the world in 

His righteousness, and the verdict to the be-

liever will be “innocent” in His atoning death. 

Your faith in Him will not be in vain. He 

comes to save! 

Other Advent customs include the Advent 

calendar with its little doors or pockets each 

concealing a gift or Scripture verse and count-

Continued on Page 3 
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A NEW CHURCH YEAR  (continued) 

ing the days to Christmas, and the “Jesse 

Tree,” depicting the family tree of Jesus as the 

promised Branch from the stem of Jesse 

(Isaiah 11:1). Advent calendars and Jesse 

Trees make fun family projects during the 

season of Advent. 

The intent of Advent is not to “take the 

fun” out of Christmas but to restore the joy 

and celebration to Christmas by having a peri-

od of prayerful preparation and to put the holy 

back into the December “holidays.” 

As we celebrate Christ’s first coming by 

way of the Virgin and the manger, and as we 

delight in His sacramental coming to us in the 

Word and Supper, we await His coming in 

glory at a day and an hour no one knows. 

So join us during this coming new season 

and church year making the sound of an old 

Advent saying: “He is coming!” Midweek 

Advent Services will also begin on Wednes-

day, Dec. 6th at 4:30 & 7 PM. Midweek Ser-

vices will continue on Dec. 13th and 20th. And 

let us also be prepared to join in the celebra-

tion of His first coming in our Christmas ser-

vices on Sunday evening Dec. 24th at 4:30 & 7 

PM for our annual Candlelight Service of 

Lessons and Carols. And then also on Mon-

day morning on Dec. 25th for Christmas Day 

Divine Service at 10 AM. 

A Blessed Advent & A Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Jim Kress 

 

 

 
All are welcome to join 
Pastor and Lisa for appetiz-
ers and fellowship immedi-
ately following the 7:00 
PM Christmas Eve Service.  
Please bring a snack to 
share and join us to cele-
brate the birth of our Sav-
ior.   
Address: 14118 Appleton 
Blvd.  Port Charlotte, FL. If 
you have any questions, 
please feel free to call Lisa: 
941-889-8938 
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SERVING THE LORD C 
hristmas is coming. It is a joyous time of feasting. 
The Church feasts upon the Word of God in sermon, 

song, and sacrament.  
 We hear the proclamation of the message of the angels: 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10–11).  
 We mingle our voices with theirs as we sing, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he 
is pleased” (Luke 2:14)!  
 We receive the proclaimed Savior, Christ the Lord, not 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in manger, but 
wrapped in bread and wine placed into our mouths for the 
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  
 We feast in great joy indeed because of this great blessing 
from our Lord and God.  
 God’s people in ancient Israel also feasted with great joy. 
The Lord showered His abundant blessing on His people. And 
He commanded them to feast upon it (Deut. 16). The people 
were to go to the place appointed, where the Lord would make 
His name dwell, and give offerings, each man as he was able, 
according to the blessing of the Lord that He had given them 
(Deut. 16:10, 15, 17).  
 And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they 
feasted upon what the Lord had provided. They ate of the 
choice parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the company of all 
the people of God as they together heard His promises of 
blessing, sang of His bountiful goodness, and partook of what 
He gave.  
 We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among 
us, not just during Christmas, but throughout all the year.  
 We feast not just on the salvation He has wrought for us in 
His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast also on all the 
temporal blessings that God gives out of His fatherly divine 
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us.  
 We enjoy the rich bounty that God provides, not only in 
Word and Sacrament, but also in house and home, property 
and income, family and friends.  
 Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient 
Israel, give as we are able, according to the blessing of the Lord 
our God that He has given us.  
 Let us, like them, give generously of the first fruits of our 
income, which He gives, so that all may know and enjoy the 
salvation He gives and the joy we have in the Savior born in the 
city of David, who is Christ the Lord.   
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The Power of Giving 
FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHURCH AND FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL 

Gift giving is an ancient tradition. One could almost say it goes back to the beginning. 
Cain and Abel brought a gift from the field and flock and offered it to God. Jacob, wish-

ing to establish a new and restored relationship with his brother Esau, met Esau with a 
large flock of sheep and goats. When the wise men from the east came to see baby Jesus, 
they opened their treasure chests, offering Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

We still practice gift giving today. Would anyone gather for Christmas without a gift 
for a spouse or child or grandchild? Would anyone go to a birthday party and not take a 
gift? No matter how small or large, the significance is in the “giving of a gift.” It is amaz-

ing, even when invited to a party or dinner, we all feel obligated to give the host/hostess 
a gift. 

Why “gift giving?” Probably the most important reason is the establishment of a rela-
tionship. The passing of a gift from one person to another says something to the receiver 

of the gift as well as the giver of the gift. In some cases a gift is a substitute for words. It is 
a subtle way of building a bond and relationship between individuals. 

In many ways a gift is simply an act of kindness or an expression of caring. Too often 

the choice of a gift is not exactly what the receiver wants or needs. However, the giving 
and receiving of a gift marks a concern of care. Even the simple act of offering a glass of 
water or cup of coffee or tea signals the human instinct of caring. 

Think about the many times one receives a thank you card, award, or gift of apprecia-
tion, none of which is a significant gift that will make a difference in the lifestyle of the 
recipient. But what it does say, not only to the individual recipient but also to friends and 

the public, is “job well done.” 
St. Paul, in 2 Corinthians Chapter 9, makes a big point of “gift giving.” Interestingly, 

he points out the virtue of a “voluntary gift” that comes freely from the heart and will of 

the giver, not because of guilt or extortion … “Each one must give as he has decided in 
his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corin-
thians 9:7). Perhaps we can simply restate it with an expression used today … “the joy of 

giving.”  
Gift giving makes a difference. It may be a learned art or a practice that needs cultiva-

tion. Whichever, it makes no difference because in the end it says much about the heart 

and mind of an individual. If we have received much in life, we have much to give. 
Redeemer Lutheran Church has an established Endowment Fund and various Dedi-

cated Accounts as a result of some “cheerful givers.” These gifts are joyfully given in or-
der that the kingdom of God may not only continue by His grace, but also increase, 

touching the hearts and lives of many for generations to come with the message of salva-
tion in Jesus Christ. These gifts are also joyfully given for use in specific areas of minis-
try, such as, missions, education, works of mercy, etc. Bottom line: these gifts are given 

for the good of the Church and for the sake of the Gospel. 
As you consider how much God has given you over the years, consider how He 

would have you “joyfully give” toward the increase of His kingdom for the continued 

spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Contact Pam Replinger, Chairman of the Board of 
Finance or Laurie Steinke, Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) Representative for 
further information how the Lord may lead you to joyfully give. 
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Board of Human Care 

 

“People  who love to eat are  always the best people:” — Julia Child 

 

FAMILY BREAKFAST 

Remember to attend our delicious Family Breakfast coming up on Sunday, 

December 3rd following Divine Service.  If you would like to assist in any 

way, please contact Neva Aldene. 

 

ADVENT DINNERS 

Once again this year we will be having our Advent 

Dinners at 5:30 pm after the 4:30 pm service.  We 

will be needing volunteers to help set up and clean 

up.  Please contact Neva Aldene to let her know 

where you would like to help. 

 

Christmas Cookie Volunteers 
Looking for Volunteers for Christmas 
cookies for the shut-ins!  We are putting 
together boxes of cookies for the shut-ins 
for Christmas.  There are eight shut-ins. 

Please let Lisa know if you would be 
willing to bake and donate a couple dozen 
cookies.  Human Care will be putting 
these cookie bags together after church 
on Sunday, December 17th.  Additionally, 

if you are able to donate a small poinset-
tia, that would be great!  Please see Lisa Kress with any questions, 941-889-8938 

Angel Tree 
Once again, we look forward to this event every year, as we 

are able to spread the joy of Christmas with the children of 

the Child Care!  The church will have the Angel Tree set up 

in the Narthex the first Sunday in Advent, which is Decem-

ber 3. Please pick a child’s name off the tree (which will be 

numbered) and sign the corresponding clipboard number.  

The gifts will need to be delivered back to the tree no later 

than December 20, 2017.  
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Treasurer’s Report 
As of October 31, 2017: 

 ACTUAL BUDGET OVER/UNDER 

                    INCOME                  12,191          11,831                    360  

                    EXPENSES  15,592  16,505  (913) 

 +/-  (3,401)      (4,674)  

 
 YEAR TO DATE    
 INCOME 125,977 130,754 (4,777)      
 EXPENSES 147,598  164,980   (17,382) 

 +/-  (21,621)   (34,226)  
 

FROM THE TREASURER 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Jean Clappe-Mixell    

 North Star Bookkeeping LLC  

 

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP 
Everyone is invited to the Fellowship every Thursday, starting at 10:00AM.  The more people 

attending, the more FUN we can have!!!  The most popular things to play are: Pinochle, Phase 

10, Skip BO, and Hand & Foot.  We also have Dominoes or other games if they are requested.  

There must be something you would like to have fun with, so come on out.  Once in a while we 

have a special homemade lunch but usually everyone brings a bag lunch.  Drinks and dessert 

furnished. 

Real Estate Services Call Bill Bowers at (941) 416-5661 for real estate assistance. 

Cleaning Services Call Kristine Baltimore at (941) 681-6514 for residential cleaning. 

Pet Sitting Services Do you need someone to watch your four legged friend?   

 Call Michelle Kalstrup, Certified Vet Tech (CVT) at 941-705-1726  or email her at:  
pawfectsouls@yahoo.com or visit her at   www.pawfectsoulspetting.com 

Plumbing Services Babes Plumbing Englewood Office 941-475-8146; Main Office  

 941-488-2402 

PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 
We sure could use some help on our Property Appreciation Days every month.  
There is outside work to do and cleaning and dusting that needs done inside the 
Church.  If you can help, please come to the church and we will put you to work.  
Our next Property Appreciation Day is Saturday, Dec 16th at 8:00 am.   
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SHUT-INS: Judy Clasen, Susan Jahns, 

Rita Kaufman.  

HEALING: Members: Gretchen 

Armstrong, Neva Aldene, Jean Cote, Jan 

Detrow, Charlie & Pat Finkenbine, Terry 

Fountain, Dianne Frincke, Mike Guastella, 

Bernice Heppner, Wendy Horvath, Lisa 

Kress, Paul McDonald, Ken Mielke, Leslie 

Miles, Glenn & Marlene Mossner, Olga 

Nagel, Bob Payne, Family and friends of 

Herb Petersen, Tom Poyer, Family & 

friends of Beth Schaitz, Duwayne 

Schoeneck, Fred Toth, Bob Varone, Robert 

Vickey, Larry Wiech, and Artie Zipp.   

 

FRIENDS & RELATIVES: Linny 

Aspery, Sarah Augustynowicz and her 

unborn baby, Jean Bajner, Bert Blackford, 

Grace Blum, Michelle Bernard, Bill 

Bowers, Jr., Dennis Burchell, Georgia 

Bush, Kirsten Campbell, Jack Carlos, Diane 

Carr, Sally Chambers, Esther Clapham, 

Bobbett Clark, Dick Clemens, Joanne and 

Randy Clymo, Donna Connors, Martin 

Cressman, Molly Criely, Renee Dempsey, 

Dale & Trudy DesJardins, Ed Detrow, Rital 

Devine, Irene DiTommaso, Barb Dumeah, 

Bruce Everson, Donna Fancher, Darla 

Finkenbine, Gerald and Mary Fischer, 

Marla Flores, Lou Fountain, Manual Galan, 

Liam Garland, Sandra Gettings, Nancy 

Gleis, Family & friends of Don Golding, 

Fran Grenon, Makenna Gryga, Melisa 

Gustavus, Shelley Roedel Gutz, Marlene 

Hagen, Jake Harper, Debbie Harrison, 

Larry Headun, Claudette Hendershot, Joel 

Heppner, Walter Heppner, Glory Herget, 

Robin Hincman, David Hirtle, Larry 

Hladun, Linda Holt, John Hunter, Linda 

Hunter, Stanley and Lynne Jablonski, Bill 

Jaquest, Chris Johnson, Heather Johnson, 

Rachel Kagay, Steve Kallsen, John Kearns, 

Rev. Michael Kettner, Elizabeth Lynn 

Klopfenstein, Erin Kress, Nancy Lake, 

Stacey Lampert, Ray Likowski, John 

Lockhart, Sean Maki, Joe Manson, The 

Maxson Family, Candace McGowan, Pete 

Mogg, Mike Morrissey, Trista Mosier, 

Esther Murphy, Thomas Muscolino, 

Charles Pentecost Jr., Robin Potts, John 

Purdy, Mary Raines, Preston & Bryson 

Ricker, Rev. Ronald Rock, Nancy Sly, 

Luke Suski, Charles Tolley, Samantha Jo 

Ann Toth, George Vespa, Steven Walker, 

Christy Wallace, Helen Weishaar, Gordan 

Winkel, Wava Zeitlow and Mary Ann Zipp.  

 

Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky, 

Nicholas Beltz, Michael Broughton, Brian 

Jackson, Jonathan Koen, David MacLeod, 

Steven Siegmundt, and Charles D. 

Weishaar. 

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family 

members and friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call 

Pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we may either keep 

or remove their name.  Thank you! 

PRAYERS 
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Date Crucifier Acolyte 

Sun, Dec 3rd Kamrie Evanicki Brianna Neef 

Wed, Dec 6th n/a Jayden Bishop 

Sun, Dec 10th Alyssa Hancock Kyleigh Evanicki 

Wed, Dec 13th n/a Ava Tosto 

Sun, Dec 17th Mackenzie McDowall Therin McDowall 

Wed, Dec 20th n/a Jayden Bishop 

Sun, Dec 24th 
9:15 am 
4:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Toby Hancock 
n/a 
n/a 

John Miller 
Brianna Neef 

Ava Tosto 

Mon, Dec 25th Daniel Black Ariana Miller 

Sun, Dec 31st Mykalina Sabol Bella Fisher 

Mon, Jan 1st Kamrie Evanicki Kyleigh Evanicki 

Elder & Communion Assistant Schedule 

Date Elder & Reader Communion Asst 

Sun, Dec 3rd Mike Nagel Dennis Replinger 

Sun, Dec 10th Collins Sita  

Sun, Dec 17th Bob Varone Dave Giroux 

Sun, Dec 24th 
9:15 am 
4:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

 
Paul Brown 
Mike Nagel 
Bob Varone 

 
Dennis Replinger 

Dave Giroux 
Mark Horvath 

Mon, Dec 25th Collins Sita  

Sun, Dec 31st Paul Brown Steve Horvath 

Mon, Jan 1st Mike Nagel Dennis Replinger 
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Altar Guild Schedule 

Date Set-Up Clean-up 

Sat, Dec 2nd 
Advent Preparation:  Hanging of the Greens 

All Hands Needed   

Sun, Dec 3rd Gretchen Armstrong Bud & Jane Harty 

Sun, Dec 10th Bob Varone Jim & Sandi Libke 

Sun, Dec 17th Gretchen Armstrong Gale Bastalik 

Sun, Dec 24th Lisa Kress Carolyn Francis 

Mon, Dec 25th Bob Varone Jim & Sandi Libke 

Sun, Dec 31st Lisa Kress Bud & Jane Harty 

Mon, Jan 1st Lisa Kress Gale Bastalik 

The deadline for the JANUARY Newsletter is December 20th 

Please have all your submissions sent to patchas123@gmail.com   

OR  drop them off at the church office by the date indicated above.   

Thank  You! 

Those Who Serve (cont’d) 

Please consider a donation of your time 
and talents to the Altar Guild.  We are 
in need of volunteers for the upcoming 
season.  We generally set up on Satur-
days and take down immediately after 
church on Sundays.  This is a vital ser-
vice to the life of the church.  Please 

prayerfully consider helping in this way.   Typically, you are need-
ed no more than twice a month.  However, if we have more volun-
teers, it would be less. Thank you in advance for your considera-
tion.   Please give me a call if you would be willing to volunteer and 
I would be happy to help train you! Lisa Kress 941-889-8938 

http://www.redeemerfl.com
http://www.redeemerfl-cc.com
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BIBLE STUDIES 

 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS—8:00 AM 

Church History 

Let’s face it, we all love history. However, history is learned on so many levels – there’s the 
history of a nation; the history of a movement; the history of your family; the history of what 
you did or didn’t do yesterday. The Church also has a history. Beginning this month we will use 
Sunday Morning’s to look at Church history. We will first look at the history of the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod (LCMS). 

The formation and growth of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in the United States is 
examined in this video resource. It features expert commentary, 
instructive graphics, and details the Christ-centered mission-and 
potential-of the LCMS  
 From immigrant communities of German Christians to a main-
line denomination of more than 6,000 congregations, We the 
Church: The Priesthood of All Believers focuses on the origin and 
development of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) and 
how the early LCMS met the outreach challenges of its new 
“American” setting. Beyond the historical context, this video re-
source examines how early church leaders viewed the role of laity 
inside and outside of the church. It also challenges today’s church members to embrace their 
rich heritage as disciples by sharing the message of hope we have in Christ Jesus. 

Make plans to join us every Sunday morning at 8 AM as we look into the History of the Church. 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS   

On Tuesday’s at 10 AM, in the large meeting room of Fellow-
ship Hall, we dive into the Word of God. Currently we are 
looking at the teaching of Original Sin and Free Will. A correct 
understanding of sin is foundational to the understanding of 
the Gospel. The more we come to realize the severity of our 
condition, the more our appreciation of the Gospel’s beauty 
grows. If our problem is only that we do bad things, then the 
solution is to do the right thing. If our problem is that we are 
“sick” or “weak”, then salvation is a matter of healing and 
giving us spiritual strength. The Bible, though, tells us that we 
are “dead in trespasses and sins.” This means that salvation 
must be God’s work. In this series of Bible Studies we will let 
the Formula of Concord (1577) lead us into the Scripture’s 
teaching on Original Sin and Free Will. When we see the 
depth of our sin we also see the height of God’s great love 
for us in Christ. So, come join in on this study. You will be well 
entertained by our conversations through class participation.  
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Church email addresses have changed!  Be sure to correct your email contact list to reflect 

the new addresses: 

Pastor:  redeemerpastor1@gmail.com 

Church secretary:  redeemerfl@gmail.com 

Church treasurer:  redeemertreasurer1@gmail.com 

Child Care:  redeemerchildcare@gmail.com 

BIBLE STUDIES  (continued) 

 
WEDNESDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE CLASS 

Come Join Us Every Wednesday at 10:00 AM 

In a most solemn and intimate setting with His disciples on the eve of His death, Jesus spoke 
fewer than fifty words to institute the Holy Supper. Yet, great controversy has occurred in the 
Church in more recent years about what Jesus meant when He said, “This is My body … This 
is My blood.” Drawing on the most obvious meaning of what Jesus said, the ladies will study, 
with the guidance of Good News magazine, and come to the true and complete teaching of 
Jesus concerning Holy Communion as well as the special blessing God offers to His Church 
through this Sacrament.  

As we study God’s revelation, may we always remember that God’s Word 
is more than ink on a page or mere information, rather, Jesus says His 
Words “are Spirit and are life” (John 6:63). His Word is living and life-giving. 
Ladies Bible Class meets each Wednesday at 10:00 AM in the Narthex of 
the Church. All ladies are welcome to join us.  You may also invite your girl 
friend, sister, mother, or daughter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join the Altar Guild in the Hanging of the Greens on Saturday, Decem-

ber 2, 2017. This will take place beginning at 9:00 AM in the church Narthex.  
This is to prepare the church for the Season of Advent and Christmas.  If you 
would please consider lending a helping hand, the Altar Guild would be very 

grateful!  Many hands make light the work! I promise to have goodies and 
coffee! Thank you in advance for your consideration of helping in this event!  

Lisa Kress  
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Teach the Children 

Late one Christmas Eve, I sank back, tired, but content, into my 

easy chair. The kids were in bed, the gifts were wrapped, the milk 

and cookies waited by the fireplace for Santa.  As I sat back admir-

ing the tree with its decorations, I couldn't help feeling that some-

thing important was missing. It wasn't long before the tiny twin-

kling tree lights lulled me to sleep. 

 I don't know how long I slept, but all of a sudden I knew that I 

wasn't alone. I opened my eyes, and you can imagine my surprise 

when I saw Santa Claus himself standing next to my Christmas 

tree.  He was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot just as the 

poem described him, but he was not the "jolly old elf" of Christmas 

legend. The man who stood before me looked sad and disappoint-

ed. And there were tears in his eyes. 

"Santa, what's wrong?"  I asked, "Why are you crying?"  "It's the children," Santa replied sadly. 

"But Santa, the children love you," I said. "Oh, I know they love me, and they love the gifts I 

bring them," Santa said, "but the children of today seem to have somehow missed out on the 

true spirit of Christmas. It's not their fault. It's just that the adults, many of them not having 

been taught themselves, have forgotten to teach the children." "Teach them what?"  I asked.  

Santa's kind old face became soft, more gentle. His eyes began to shine with something more 

than tears.  He spoke softly.  

"Teach the children the true meaning of Christmas.  Teach them that the part of Christmas we 

can see, hear, and touch is much more than meets the eye. Teach them the symbolism behind 

the customs and traditions of Christmas which we now observe. Teach them what it is they tru-

ly represent." 

Santa reached into his bag and pulled out a tiny Christmas tree and set it on my mantle. 

"Teach them about the Christmas tree.  Green is the second color of Christmas.  The stately ev-

ergreen, with its unchanging color, represents the hope of eternal life in Jesus.  Its needles point 

heavenward as a reminder that mankind's thoughts should turn heavenward as well." 

Santa reached into his bag again and pulled out a shiny star and placed it at the top of the small 

tree. "The star was the heavenly sign of promise. God promised a Savior for the world and the 

star was the sign of the fulfillment of that promise on the night that Jesus Christ was born. 

Teach the children that God always fulfills His promises, and that wise men still seek Him."  

"Red," said Santa, "is the first color of Christmas." He pulled forth a red ornament for the tiny 

tree. "Red is deep, intense, vivid. It is the color of the life-giving blood that flows through our 

veins. It is the symbol of God's greatest gift. Teach the children that Christ gave his life and 

shed his blood for them that they might have eternal life. When they see the color red, it should 

remind them of that most wonderful gift." 

Santa found a silver bell in his pack and placed it on the tree. "Just as lost sheep are guided to 

safety by the sound of the bell, it continues to ring today for all to be guided to the fold. Teach 

the children to follow the true Shepherd, who gave His life for the sheep." 
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Teach the Children (continued) 

Santa placed a candle on the mantle and lit it. The soft glow from its one tiny flame brightened 

the room. "The glow of the candle represents how people can show their thanks for the gift of 

God's son that Christmas Eve long ago. Teach the children to follow in Christ's footsteps...to go 

about doing good. Teach them to let their light shine before people that all may see it and glori-
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 PUZZLE 

Christmas is Holy   

Advent 
Alleluia 
Angelic 
Angels 
Announcement 
Astrologers 
Babe 
Baby 
Bethlehem 
Birth 
Camel 
Ceremonies 

Christ Child 
Creche 
Donkey 
Immanuel 
Epiphany 
Flocks 
Frankincense 
Gifts 
Gloria 
Gold 
Goodwill 
Holy 

Incarnation 
Inn 
Jerusalem 
Jesus 
Joseph 
Lord 
Magi 
Manger 
Mary 
Miracle 
Myrrh 
Nativity 

Pageant 
Prince of Peace 
Proclamation 
Prophecy 
Sacred 
Savior 
Shepherds 
Stable 
Star 
Wise men 
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