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when you think about it, this is also what the Word of God, in particular, what the Law of God produces.
First, God’s Word reveals we are all conceived and receive from our first parents, Adam and Eve,
original sin. Thereby, our bodies are infected with this deadly disease we know as sin. Before an actual sin is committed, every human being conceived through the seed of their father is already dead
because of sin. And then consider all the sins each of us commits after we’re born; all the sins of
thought, word and deed. Let us not forget all the sins of omission. You know, all the things we
should have done in loving our neighbor but didn’t.
Of course throughout Holy Scripture, God’s Word calls us to repent from sin. What does this word
“Repent” mean? It means to turn from your sins and the world and to turn toward God. It means to
stop seeking your own pleasure, your own ways and a place in this world as though it meant something meaningful. It means to trust in God to provide what you need. It means being sorry for your
sins and your constant longing for the things of this world and wanting to do better. It also means
receiving the forgiveness that Christ has won for you by His death and resurrection and which He
freely and generously bestows through faith.
That is the bread and butter of Christianity. It is the life of the Baptized: a daily, ongoing drowning
of the old man by contrition and repentance and the rising of the new man who comes forth by grace
to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. It won’t stop until the good work in us is perfected on the Last Day. Apart from this, there is no hope, no salvation, no meaning. It is the foundation and source of faith and still sustains it.
But how do we prepare? Not by making sure we have enough clean water stored in the basement
along with food and guns. We aren’t trying to survive the apocalypse. We are striving rather to stay
faithful in it. How does a soldier prepare for war or an athlete for competition? They train. We aren’t
about to play checkers with the devil and his army. We aren’t contemplating a walk to the kitchen
for a sandwich. We are preparing for war and for certain suffering. We look back to the destruction
(Continued on page 2)
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of Jerusalem and see a most possible future. We start
and never move off of repentance. To be a Christian
is to abide in the means of grace and to trust in God
to provide and see us through it all. At the same
time, we are given a part in this war waged against
all evil, and we do well to heed Christ’s warnings
and to discipline our minds and bodies in order to
train and prepare our souls so that if and when we
are called upon to confess and to turn our backs on
safety, health, and comfort, perhaps even family and
state, we are ready to do so.
Often we have heard that this is a major purpose of
fasting and it is. If it is done mindfully, exercise and
even following a schedule and making your bed in
the morning could be as well. But here I want to
write mainly about training the mind.
Our 2020-2021 School Year began by adopting the
words the Apostle Paul penned: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable
and perfect” (Romans 12:2). The staff, students and
parents wear t-shirts with these words on them reminding us not to follow the ways of the world, but
to follow the will of God by living out the saving
faith given us in the water and the Word in Holy
Baptism. We are also committing to memory this
verse and many, many more throughout the course
of the school year.
Listen up. You too need to learn some things by
heart, not just the faith as ideas and principles, but
the actual precise words and formulations. This isn’t
to say that there can’t be deathbed conversions. We
have the example of the repentant thief on the cross
that shows us it is possible. However none of us are
deathbed converts. We are Christians, baptized in
Him who makes for peace. We belong to God. We
need to act like it and prepare for what He has told
us is coming. Life in the Lord’s army is no walk in
the park. It is the life of a soldier. That means work:
structure, diligence, vigilance, and discipline.
At the very least you are to memorize, that is, learn
by heart, the Divine Service, the Catechism, and
some Bible passages. Then, as you master that, add
some hymns and more Bible passages.
You ought to know the words of the Sunday
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morning liturgy by heart. I am not saying that this particular liturgy fell out of heaven or that
it is more superior to all others or it is the only possible service. I am simply saying that this
liturgy is ancient and faithful. It has been tested and proven worthy. There is none better.
And, in any case, it is ours, handed to us by our fathers in the faith.
So learn it. Memorize it. Recite it. Meditate upon it. Keep it and hold it and love it. It is truly
Divine. It unites you to God and the saints who have gone before you. It is food and strength
not just to face an afternoon with your mother-in-law or tolerating a pompous co-worker but
it’s also for POW camps or persecution in the public square. Try singing it, or at least parts
of it, without looking at the bulletin or hymnal. Holding this in your mind will help fill your
mind with the things of God instead of the things of this world. It will deepen your understanding of the words and help the chronology and placement of the bits of liturgy will start
to make more sense and their wisdom will be revealed to you. If you hold these things in
your mind and carry them about, no one can take them away, and they will become part of
you, change you from the inside out. Truly it is a renewal of your mind. And if persecutors
or intimidating thugs decide to roast you alive on account of your faith, you can sing the
Gloria Excelsis and the Agnus Dei and the Nunc Dimitis while they do it and die a Christian
martyr’s death.
You also need the Catechism. The Catechism isn’t just for children. It’s not just memory
without understanding. You need more than the ideas in the Catechism. You need the actual
words, in their proper order, in their right context, one after another, precisely to preserve
doctrine. You need this because if you only have the ideas, apart from the words, you can
corrupt them and get confused. You need the Catechism because it contains all of the analogy of saving faith. The Catechism lays out the life of faith as it moves back and forth between the Commandments, the Creed, and Lord’s Prayer and is fed and sustained by the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, as well as the Word of Absolution. As you
work on this, add Bible passages, particularly Bible passages that bring comfort to those suffering and that can be used to attest to God’s grace to fellow Christians.
How are you going to go about doing this? Come to Church every week. The Church will
help you learn the words of the liturgy by heart. How? First, by not changing them. We will
keep it simple. If you’ve never tried to sing the liturgy without looking at the bulletin or
hymnal you might be surprised that with the tiniest bit of concentration you can do it after
just a couple of weeks. Even today, you are almost there. So that’s the first thing.
Next: add daily Bible reading and disciplined prayer to you daily routine. Do not skip it.
Read the Bible. As food is nourishment for the body, the Word is nourishment for the soul.
Pray for our world and culture, for your family and city, for our church, school and pastors.
Intercede as a priest of God. That is your duty. And along with that, recite a piece of the catechism even as you do the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed. And add Bible passages to
recite, to repeat, over and over again.
And most importantly, make your children and grandchildren do this. Train them in the pattern of sound words, of pure doctrine, give them something to hold on to when their faith is
tested and persecution comes their way. Prepare them so that even if they are taken away
from you in this life, you will have them forever in heaven. Let them sing the Gloria at the
kitchen table and the Sanctus while they bathe, encourage them to play church on the lanai
and give communion to the dog. Recite and pray with them with excitement and joy and
demonstrate to them that the catechism isn’t just for children even as you model a life lived
in grace, with repentance and forgiveness to each other even as we receive it from God.
(Continued on page 4)
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I know it’s scary and I know you’d rather not think about it. I know you’re tired at the end of
the day. It will pass. Do the work now while it is day for the night comes when no one can
work. Soon, to faithful warriors comes eternal rest. Don’t quit. Keep fighting the good fight
of faith. If and when you fall, get back up. Start over. Keep on keeping on. Try, always try to
do better.
And rejoice in this: Jesus knows what is coming. He knows the end and the prize. You are
worth it to Him. He makes for peace, for He is peace. His peace passes all understanding.
Remember, there is goodness in the work of Bible reading, joy in the toil of memorization of
ancient, sacred texts. For in them, God speaks and encourages, forgives and strengthens.
Soon He will end your sorrow. He will end your trials and pain. He will bring you home to
the banquet feast eternal.
Your Servant in Christ,

Pastor Jim Kress

Wow! I didn’t know that! LCEF (Lutheran Church Extension Fund) Pondering Points
Did you know that LCEF:
•
•
•
•

Was started over 100 years ago?
Benefits Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod congregations, workers, and Recognized Service
Organizations?
Offers many different investment options, all with competitive interest rates?
Has helped Redeemer Lutheran Church, School, and Child Care grow and expand?

Less than 5% of LCMS members are LCEF investors, but you can help change that! You can help
expand ministry opportunities within our synod and congregation with just a small investment.
Prayerfully consider becoming an investor with Lutheran Church Extension Fund. For more information, visit LCEF.org.
Yours in Christ,
Rob Tilton
LCEF Congregational Advocate
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President’s Report
JULY REPORT FROM THE PRESIDENT
Good morning to all of you. With the cancellation of our April Voters’ Meeting due to the
COVID-19 lockdown, we have not met as an Assembly since January. Much has happened at
Redeemer in spite of and because of this pandemic. We have been very fortunate and to my
knowledge have not experienced a positive case within our congregation. Thanks be to God!
The Child Care has reported a couple cases, one infant client and a staff member. As of this
report I have not heard how serious their conditions might be.

So let me begin with the obvious changes: our Renovation Project. This project began before
Mindy and I became members here. Exterior work began right after I became President, two
years ago, when the A/C units were upgraded. Then the roof was replaced, followed by resurfacing of the parking lot and drives. The interior work was delayed until the summer months
when school was out and our snowbird visitors left. But we encountered many obstacles. Our
Church Property Chair or project manager left after being drawn away by work up north from
Hurricane Michael. This absence left a void that would not only delay the project but would
also increase the cost of it. This is where Bob Varone stepped up. After his term as Elder expired, he accepted the duties of Church Property Chair in December. He found and secured the
contractors for the painting, flooring and security lighting. Without Bob’s assistance we wouldn’t be here today enjoying our new Nathex and Sanctuary, all completed within 6 months. Unfortunately, though, there was a price to pay. As many of you already know, Bob has some
very serious pre-existing health issues. All of this work and worry has taken a toll on Bob’s
health. So, on July 1st Bob had to resign his position to seek much needed rest. It is here then
in front of this Assembly of Voters that I want to thank Bob personally, not as the President but
as a brother, for what he has done for this congregation. I thank you, Bob, for doing exactly
what you said you would do; you can’t ask for more than that. Believe me Bob when I say I
miss you around here brother. Thank you for completing this project.

(Continued on page 6)
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President’s Report (continued)
So, we are in need of a new Church Property Chair, a volunteer to serve this congregation on
the Council. Bob’s story demonstrates perfectly why this work needs to be shared by many.
The more people that step up, the easier the burden becomes for all of us. Then the one isn’t
asked to do the work of two. Also, if the term is shared, no one has to serve in one capacity
then have to serve in another position immediately. Fresh and new ideas come with new officers. I realize the demographics of this congregation limits the number of volunteers available. That is simply a fact of a long life; but if the work can’t be accomplished in house
through volunteers, then it will have to be hired out. That is fine, it’s expected, but our current budget will not sustain it. The demand on your giving will then reflect it and I hope everyone will then step up to help out.
That brings me to my next thank you to everyone. Six months ago at our December budget
meeting I stood up here and announced the possibility that we may have to close our doors if
giving did not increase. Then 3 months later COVID hits us. You would expect, as I had,
that we would be heading toward financial ruin. But that wasn’t the case at all. God has provided as He has promised. Mindy, our Financial Secretary will give you the exact numbers
later, but I’m here to report that the giving is up for the first 6 months of the year. This in
spite of a loss of income from one of our renters and reduced attendance during Lent and
Easter. So it is with a very grateful heart that I address you now in July with the lights and air
conditioning on. Please continue to help carry us through the lean summer months, especially
since our cleaning supplies budget is increasing.
Our Pastor has faithfully administered the Word and Sacrament throughout this difficult period, making the necessary adjustments to meet CDC guidelines whenever needed, which included adding two additional services for many weeks. Also providing online spiritual guidance and inspiration which will continue. These are difficult times for him also as he prays
for us, the Child Care and the School. Let us all also pray for him.
We are currently still waiting for the new classroom permits for the school. Weiler Engineering believes we will have them this month. The county has sent someone out to inspect the
property, so I am encouraged. Bob contracted with Tri County Excavation to prepare the
building site, and I have now made myself the contact person with them and they are aware of
our urgency to begin work. I will update everyone as we progress.
The Constitution and By-Laws Committee has yet to meet due to COVID and other pressing
ongoing issues. They are aware of the need to review these documents and will no doubt
have recommendations for the voters before year end.
Respectfully submitted,
Wade Duncan

The deadline for the October Newsletter is September 18th
PLEASE have all your submissions sent to patchas123@gmail.com
OR drop them off at the church office by the date indicated above. Thank You!
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SCHOOL
We are so excited to be back together for the 2020-2021 school year! The first few weeks always
bring so much excitement as we prepare for new learning and a new group of students to come in.
We have 9 new students this year and 21 altogether. We as teachers spent some time working
together to decorate our classrooms. This year, we are blessed with an extra space for learning as our
school continues to grow. This space is used in a variety of ways, such as: small group learning,
computers, listening center, guided reading groups, and another place for students to work. The
students and families came to school the week before school started to meet the teachers and see the
classrooms. Mrs. Lisa and Mrs. Debby did some projects with the kids and we are so grateful to
them for their help that evening! Despite the changes that have come from being in school during a
pandemic, we are loving being here in person. We are excited to have Kindergarten through 4 th
grade in our class this year. It’s been a wonderful few weeks of getting back together. We have
started off the school year getting to know our new students, connecting with friends after being
apart for the last several months, and launching our learning for the year.
Pastor is doing Bible lessons with our class each morning and they have spent time learning about
the Armor of God from Ephesians 6. The students made necklaces in class to help remind them of
the Armor of God. We want them to be prepared in this world and the full armor of God reminds
them that with God they are protected when evil comes. This year students are also memorizing one
scripture verse a week. Our first week memory verse is John 1:1.

This year in fourth grade science we are learning to recognize each of the states bird and flowers.
Not only are we going to identify them but we will also be able to tell interesting facts about them.
So for our first art project as a class, we gathered different leaves and made bird pictures out of
them. It was so great to see the students get so creative with leaves! Kindergarten and First Grade
students also worked together to make a caterpillar after reading “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” by
Eric Carle. Their caterpillar hangs above our door and is an enjoyable piece of artwork.
We are starting to settle into our school year and have enjoyed the first few weeks together. It’s an
exciting time and it’s sure to be a wonderful year. Thank you again to all the church members that
donated school supplies to help out our students and families. It was appreciated and the parents
were so surprised and very grateful. We as teachers are very thankful to have such great support
from our church family. We are looking forward to a great year!

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. –John 1:1
AJ’s Mobile Wash—Heated Pressure/Steam Cleaning
Free estimates. No Harsh chemicals. Licensed & Insured
Call: Amber ~ (828) 371-0228 or Jason ~ (828) 226-8762
CK Clean, LLC. “Dust bunnies fear us.”
Licensed & Insured residential cleaning service
Kristine Baltimore 941.681.6514
ckcleanfl@gmail.com
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Treasurer’s Report
As of July 31, 2020
INCOME
EXPENSES
+/-

ACTUAL
12,611
17,574
(4,963)

YEAR TO DATE
INCOME
133,045
EXPENSES
128,795
+/4,250

BUDGET
14,636
17,661
(3,025)

OVER/UNDER
(2,025)
(87)

102,390
123,606
(21,216)

30,655
5,189

Respectfully submitted,
Jean Clappe-Mixell
North Star Bookkeeping LLC

Wednesday Morning Table Talk: Join us in the
Church Narthex on Wednesday mornings at 10:00
a.m., to gather with Pastor Kress around tables to
talk theology, ask a wide range of interesting questions, and witness our own theology shaped by the
Word of God. No one is required to know everything about anything. If you have questions or are
interested in listening in on our Table Talk, you are
welcome to join us in some engaging and thoughtprovoking conversations.

PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY
We sure could use some help on our Property
Appreciation Days every month. There is outside
work to do and cleaning and dusting that needs done
inside the Church. If you can help, please come to
the church and we will put you to work. Our next
Property Appreciation Day is Saturday,
September 19th at 8:00 am.
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“Whatever your hand finds to do,
do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10).
God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to do. He calls us to be
members of a family (husbands and wives; fathers and mothers; sons and
daughters). He calls us to be members of society (those who govern and those
who are governed). And He calls us to be members of His family, the Church
(those who preach and teach and those who hear and learn). Each of these
callings from God places a duty on us.
As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to die for their wives as
Christ gave His life for His bride, the Church; while wives are given the duty to
respect their husbands and submit themselves to them as the Church does to
Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise their children in the fear and admonition
of the Lord, teaching them the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism, Confession, the Office of the
Keys, and the Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor their parents throughout
their lives, and even when their parents are no longer alive, serving and obeying
them, loving and cherishing them, and speaking well of them.
As members of society, God calls those who govern to bear the sword, that is, to
punish those who do evil (those who live contrary to God’s will) and to reward
those who do good (those whose lives are lived in conformity with God’s will).
Those who are governed are to obey their leaders as to the Lord Himself, for
their leaders bear the sword of God’s temporal justice for a purpose.
As members of God’s own family, the Church, He calls those who preach and
teach to do so in faithfulness to His holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of
God to convict the hearts of hearers of their sin and to encourage, admonish,
and exhort them to do good works in accordance with God’s will. They are to
preach and teach the Gospel, the full forgiveness of their sins accomplished by
Christ and received through faith, not by works. They are to administer the
means of grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They do all
this for the young and old alike, for those who are near and far off. Those who
hear and learn are to submit themselves to their preachers and teachers. They
are to support them by their prayers and their gifts.
Each of these callings from God place a duty on us. They make a claim on our
presence; on our prayers; and our time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever
your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for your family,
your government, and your church. Give of yourself by means of your time, your
talents, and your treasures to your family, your government, and your Church.
That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks that God has given us. That is
what it means to do it with all your might.
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PRAYERS
SHUT-INS: Judy Clasen, Susan Jahns, Rita
Kaufmann, and Donna Weston
HEALING for Members: Neva Aldene,
Carl Bertka, Bill Bowers, Sr., Jean Cote,
Kathryn Demma, Ed & Jan DeTrow, Charlie
& Pat Finkenbine, Don Garay, Mike & Judy
Guastella, Bud & Jane Harty, Kitty Hill,
Mark Horvath, Marva Jonas, Chuck Malecki,
Angela Mannato, Ken Mielke, Lillian Miles,
Glenn Mossner, Mariana Murray, Bob
Payne, Tom & Sue Poyer, Dorothy
Sinowetski, Russ & Carol Spooner, Ron
Tandy, Caitlin Tilton, Bob Varone, Robert
Vickey, and Sally Zierdt.
FRIENDS & RELATIVES: Michelle
Bernard, Grace Blum, Bill Bowers, Jr., Mary
Brissette, Dennis Burchell, Georgia Bush,
Diane Carr, Pat Carroll, Sally Chambers,
Esther Clapham, Bobbett Clark, Donna
Connors, Lisa Copeman, Martin Cressman,
Molly Criely, Renee Dempsey, Irene
DiTommaso, Barb Dumeah, Bruce Everson,
Donna Fancher, Darla Finkenbine, Gerald
and Mary Fischer, Marla Flores, Manual
Galan, Liam Garland, Barbara George,
Sandra Gettings, Vinnie Giannola, Nancy
Gleis, Mary Ann Guilfoyle, Shelley Roedel
Gutz, Mikayla Hacksunda & her baby girl,
Lily, Marlene Hagen, Jake Harper, Debbie
Harrison, Dennis Hegarty, Claudette
Hendershot, Glory Herget, John Hill, Robin
Hincman, Roger Hinzmann, David Hirtle,
Linda Holt, Gretchen Hull & her unborn
child, John Hunter, Linda Hunter, Chelsea
Hutchinson, Stanley and Lynne Jablonski,
Larry Jackson, Bill Jaquest, Heather

Johnson, Rachel Kagay, Daniel & Michelle
Kalstrup, John Kearns, Parker Kern,
Elizabeth Lynn Klopfenstein, Nancy Lake,
Stacey Lampert, Ray Likowski, Janet Lixey,
Joe Manson, Candace McGowan, Dave &
Roberta McMullan, Pete Mogg, Mike
Morrissey, Ron Mullins, Esther Murphy,
Louis Nanni, Bill & Jean Nesbitt, Riley
Emilia Paquette, Charles Pentecost Jr., Bill
Pinkston, Robin Potts, Rob Powers, John
Purdy, Mary Raines, Elaine Reebe, Paul
Rollo, Sandra Scheel, Ed Sheahan, Lois
Skinner, Nancy Sly, Don Stewart, Charles
Tolley, Gwyneth Tolman, George Vespa,
Jim & Judy Wahl, Steven Walker, Christy
Wallace, Helen Weishaar, Gene & Donna
Wensel, Gordan Winkel, Wava Zeitlow, and
Martha Zimpfer.
Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky,
Michael Broughton, Joseph Garay, Thomas
Francis Stynes II, Brian Jackson, Jonathan
Koen, and Charles D. Weishaar

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family
members and friends. If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call
Pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we may either keep
or remove their name. Thank you!
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH,
SCHOOL & CHILD CARE
6970 Mineola Rd.
Englewood, FL 34224

REV. JAMES T. KRESS, SR.
Pastor
Church/School Phone:
941-475-2410
Church Fax: 941-475-9726

Email: redeemerfl@gmail.com

Child Care Phone: 941-475-2631
Email: redeemerchildcare@gmail.com

REDEEMER REPORTER
Published monthly for members, associate
members and visitors of Redeemer Lutheran
Church. Redeemer is a member congregation of
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. (LCMS).

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Divine Service: 9:15 and 11:00 am
Bible Class: temporarily postponed
Sunday School: temporarily postponed

The Redeemer Lutheran Church, School & Child Care Family are called into the service of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by His command (Matthew 28:18-20) to:
Disciple all nations, that is, all people;
Baptize in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit;
Proclaim the GospelAugust/September
and teach His Word
in its16truth and purity; and
2020 Page
Never be ashamed of
the Gospel—it
is Church,
the power
of God
unto salvation
(Romans 1:16).
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