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As I prepare for another year of teaching our children the 
catechism, I can’t help but also focus on the need for cate-
chesis among the adults. Being Lutheran is broader and 
deeper than just showing up to church on Sundays. There-
fore, let us look more closely at the question, “What does 
this mean?”  

This question is as old as the first century church when the 
people of God were publicly formed through the bestowal 
of the Holy Spirit, the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:12). This 
question, “What does this mean,” is also acquainted with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Reformation. Now 
in her 6th Century of existence, every one of her tens of 
millions of members have confronted and been confronted 
by this question as it pertains to the Symbols of the Holy 
Christian Church detailed in Luther’s Small Catechism: 
The Ten Commandments, The Creed, The Lord’s Prayer, 
Holy Baptism, Confession and Absolution, and The Lord’s 
Supper, or as I teach my catechumens, young and 
younger, in short-hand: TCL-BCL. 

These Symbols are the outward marks by which one might 
know Christ’s Church, those basic teachings of Holy Scrip-
ture by which we can “test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God” (1 John 4:1), and upon which our faith is 
built upon the very “Rock of our salvation” (Psalm 95:1).  

And how about the term “Lutheran” itself? What does this 
mean?  

In the simplest yet widest sense, to be Lutheran means to 
belong to a church that believes, teaches and confesses that 
we are saved by Christ’s grace alone, through faith alone, 
which is made known in God’s Word alone. These are 
known in the Latin terms of Lutheran theology as the 
three solas (Sola Gracia, Sola Fide, Sola Scriptura). These 
phrases you have probably seen in various works of Lu-
theran literature, artistry and architecture. 

More specifically and in the narrow sense, i.e. in terms of 
what we, as Lutherans, believe, teach and practice, to be 
Lutheran means to subscribe and abide by the Lutheran 
Confessions as presented in the Unaltered Book of Con-

cord of 1580 be-
cause, “they are a 
correct exposition of 
the Word of God” 
and in agreement 
with the one scrip-
tural faith.  

These Confessions 
include: The Three 
Ecumenical Creeds 
(Apostles’, Nicene, 
and Athanasian), The 
Augsburg Confession, The Apology of the Augsburg 
Confession, The Smalcald Articles, The Treatise on the 
Power and Primacy of the Pope, Luther’s Small Cate-
chism, Luther’s Large Catechism, and The Formula of 
Concord. 

Every Lutheran pastor upholds and defends a belief in 
these Confessions. He also promises to perform his du-
ties in accordance with them. Conversely, every Lu-
theran congregation steadfastly acknowledges, accepts 
and functions in conformity to these Confessional stan-
dards in “all forms used for the rites of the sacraments, 
all orders of worship used in divine public worship, and 
all text books used for religious instruction.”  

“What does this mean” for members of Redeemer Lu-
theran Church & Child Care a member congregation of 
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod? There is an old 
proverb within Lutheranism roughly translated from 
the Latin as, “what we believe, we practice and what 
we practice, we believe.” What we believe is that we 
are sinners and enemies of God, unworthy to come into 
His presence apart from His grace in Christ Jesus. This 
is the heart, the very foundation of all the previously 
mentioned marks of the church, and is known within 
Lutheranism as “justification by faith,” the doctrine on 
which the church stands or falls.  

If we truly do believe what we practice and practice 
what we believe, everything we do at Redeemer as pas-



 The time goes by so quickly.  It seems like I just finish one newsletter 
article and it's time to begin another.  I guess that means I'm busy and 
that's a good thing.  This month I have another church council 
appointment to announce.  Carol Sheahan has accepted the chairmanship 
of the Human Care committee.  Carol has already met with the 
committee and they had a very productive discussion.  Human Care is 
once again in good hands.  This good news is somewhat offset by the sad 
news that Lisa  Vassallo has resigned her position with the Youth Group.  
Lisa did a wonderful job with our youth and all the kids will miss her as 
well as those of us on the council.  Thank you Lisa for everything you did 
for the youth and by extension for our church as well.  Pastor Kress and 
the council certainly are aware of how important the youth are to our 
church and we are working very hard to overcome this loss.  I will have 
more to report on this at a later date. 

I am now dealing with another insurance agency in an attempt to reduce 
our cost of insurance.  I had no luck with the previous agency.  After 
months of correspondence and conversations and being told I would have 
a quote in three days I was met with total silence.  I was not able to 
contact the representative other than leaving voice mail messages.  I 
finally contacted the CEO of the company and he informed me that they 
did not insure coastal commercial properties.  I am now dealing with a 
company that already insures two churches in Englewood.  Hopefully I 
can resolve this issue in the near future and realize the desired reduction 
in cost. 

On another front, I have appointed an ad-hoc committee and tasked 
them with reviewing our church constitution.  Our constitution 
mandates this to be done in all years ending with 0 or 5.  The committee 
consists of Ray Altman, Chairman, Margie Cypher and Earl Stuck.  All 
organizations must review their constitution periodically and make 
changes and updates as needed.  I am confident that Ray, Margie and Earl 
will do a fine job and I thank them very much for accepting this task.  
One example of the need to review the constitution was revealed when 
the council realized that over the years the many unexpected vacancies 
and appointments had caused us to lose track of the need for staggered 
terms.  Staggered terms are necessary to insure continuity and cohesion 
on the church council.  We realized that all of our council positions 
could be up for election at the end of this year.  The council has 
corrected this situation but it served to alert us of the need for a 
constitution review. 

It is a real pleasure keeping you up to date on the business of our church 
but it's only once a month.  Please feel free to contact me at any time if 
you have questions, comments or brickbats.  In the meantime keep 
thinking about serving on one of the committees or as a board chairman.  
We appreciate all the help we can get. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ed Sheahan 
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Have you ever noticed how much our lives here in the 
U.S. revolve around celebrations?  It seems like every 
other day is notable for something – Mother’s Day, Me-
morial Day, Father’s Day.  Then there are the personal 
landmarks, like birthdays, anniversaries and graduations.  
Of course, for many of us, religious holidays are the fo-
cus of our yearly celebrations, 

Most of us probably spent the recent Fourth of July holi-
day with family or friends, enjoying a picnic, a baseball 
game, or watching fireworks.  Did you ever wonder 
how missionaries in the field spend their holidays?  Ob-
viously, our Independence Day has little or no meaning 
overseas.  Any missionary celebration would likely fall 
short of the national festivities we enjoy. 

Other holidays, if recognized at all, also take on a differ-
ent aspect.  Thanksgiving is celebrated in other areas of 
the world, but the traditions followed are not necessar-
ily what we are used to.  Christmas and Easter differ as 
well.  Extended family is absent, the dinner menu may 

be limited, and worship may not be available in English. 

Missionaries are able to celebrate one incontrovertible 
fact all year round – God’s Kingdom is not defined by 
national boundaries.  It does not exclude people based 
on race, language or culture.  Belief and faith in Jesus 
Christ makes us all citizens, and heirs to an eternal 
dwelling place in heaven. 

Nations may celebrate the gaining of earthly independ-
ence, but there is no greater freedom than salvation 
from sin and the sure knowledge that God has prepared 
a place for us that far surpasses anything we can imagine   
Millions of people have already experienced that free-
dom, taking joy in God’s Word, translated into the lan-
guage that speaks to their hearts.  Many more will have 
the opportunity to come to faith in Jesus Christ through 
the 80 translations and Scripture engagement programs 
your prayers and donation support. 

The LBT are supported by the Redeemer Ladies Guild. 

Submitted by Margie Cypher 

LUTHERAN BIBLE TRANSLATORS 

“BEING LUTHERAN: What does this mean?” - Continued from Page 1 

tor and congregation will be in conformity with, reflec-
tive of, and built upon the foundation of Holy Scripture 
and the Lutheran Confessions. Simply put everything 
that happens at Redeemer - from Sunday worship ser-
vices to Child Care curriculum; from Bible studies to 
newsletters; from Stewardship programs to Youth pro-
grams; from funerals to weddings - everything should 
be based upon what God has done for us in Christ 
rather than what we think or what we feel we should be 
doing for Him, each other, or our neighbor.  

As members of the body of Christ we, “Do not con-
form any longer to the pattern of this world, but [are] 
transformed by the renewing of [our] mind. Then [we] 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—
His good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2).  

Now I realize this will not always be comfortable for 
us. We all, by nature long to be accepted by our peers. 
We all want the family and friends we invite to Re-
deemer to enjoy their experience with us and we all 
have our individual preferences and tastes. But, if we 
base our church practice in general, and our worship in 

particular, upon the acceptance of our peers we become 
a mere social club. If we base our church practice and 
our worship upon enjoying the experience we become 
just another form of entertainment. If we base our 
church practice and our worship upon individual prefer-
ences and tastes we become a theme park attractive to 
some but detestable to others.  

Not only in our practice and worship do we remain 
faithful to the Scriptures and the Confessions but, we 
must also learn what the Scriptures and our Confessions 
teach. In so doing we will be protected from the wiles of 
the devil, the ways of the world, and the whims of our 
flesh that weaken faith and lead away from Christ. In so 
doing we can “be faithful even unto death” that we may 
receive “the crown of life” from our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

So brush the dust off your Small Catechism and return to 
the principles of our faith, taking to heart the basic fun-
damentals of being Lutheran, that is to say, on being a 
Christian. 

In His Service, 
Pastor Kress 
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said the kingdom’s growth is stunted 
by the stubbornness of hard or thin or 
weedy soil.  Here Jesus assures his 
hearers that despite the poor soil the 
seed has a good chance to survive and 
grow.  That is because growth is of 
God. 

The power of the little.  The kingdom of 
God does not begin with a great and 
powerful organization.  A word of 
truth, a kindness, a work of mercy – 
these are the things that count in God’s 
realm.  Their fruit is multiplied. 

The parables were meant for his disciple.  
These men had left homes, families, and 
jobs to follow Christ, because they believed 
he would bring about a new era in the life 
of the Hebrew nation.  We should give 
them their due for their courage and loy-
alty.  But there were days when they must 
have wondered.  Few signs suggested that 
conditions among the Jews were changing 
for the better.  Crowds clamored for Jesus, 
but his band of dedicated, followers re-
mained pitifully small.  If his cause was des-
tined to root out all evil and bring about a 
golden age when God would rule in ever 
heart, there was precious little evidence 
that this was happening very quickly.  Je-
sus’ “kingdom” seemed woefully ineffective 
and tiny. Think of some little deed and 
explain why it was important for the 
growth of the kingdom. 

The support group discussed little things 
that have had a great affect in their life.  
Our narthex on Sunday morning is a great 
place to begin by welcoming visitors, and 
exchanging greetings with members.  

We closed with prayers for family, friends, 
and members and a group hug as we prayed 
the “Lord’s Prayer”.  

 

Submitted by Margie Cypher 

The Support Group met on Wednesday, July 
28th.  The meeting opened with prayer and the 
lesson was on the parable of the “Mustard Seed”. 

Mark 4:30 -32.   Jesus said, “What shall we say 
the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall 
we use to describe it?  It is like a mustard seed, 
which is the smallest seed you plant in the 
ground.  Yet when planted, it grows and be-
comes the largest of all garden plants, with such 
big branches that the birds of the air can perch in 
its shade. 

As simple as this story may be, it is possible to 
make it say something quite different from what 
Jesus intended.  We can avoid one source of mis-
understanding by recognizing the difficulty of 
translating the Greek into English.  Jesus did not 
merely say, “The kingdom of God is like a grain 
of mustard seed.”  We should come closer to 
what he intended if we put it this way; “The 
kingdom of God can be better understood by 
observing what happens to a mustard seed.” 

What does happen?  A tiny seed lodges in an 
unlikely crevice, and in due time there stands a 
large shrub eight or ten feet high, big enough to 
support the families of nesting birds. 

So, said Jesus, does the kingdom of God grow.  
Out of something that appears tiny and insignifi-
cant emerges a great and mighty movement that 
reaches to the ends of the earth. 

Three things stand out in this parable: 

The confidence of Jesus.  He was not discouraged 
by the small beginnings and extent of his 
kingdom.  Nor was he overwhelmed by the 
bigness of Roman power or any other force 
standing in the way of God’s kingdom.  God 
was mightier than any of them. 

The growth of the kingdom is God’s doing.  This 
is not stated but implied.   Jesus recognized 
God as the primary architect of the universe.   

All life and growth has its source in God.  The 
growth of the tiny seed into a giant plant was 
not the work of the farmer but of the Crea-
tor.  Thus Jesus provided his hearers with an 
antidote to any misunderstanding of what he 
had said in the Parable of the Soils.  There he 

CHRISTIAN SUPPORT GROUP 
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STEWARDSHIP 

“The blessings of honest work” 
longer, but must work, doing something useful with 
his own hands, that he may have something to share 
with those in need.”  (Ephesians 4:28).  For even 
when we were with you, we gave you this rule:  “If a 
man will not work, he shall not eat.”  (2 Thessaloni-
ans 3:10). 

God’s redeemed people understand that Christian stew-
ardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God 
and God’s family, the church, in managing all of life 
and life’s resources for God’s purposes.  Giving 
money to support the work of the church and other in-
stitutions, giving time to help with honest efforts, and 

using our talents to 
bring glory to God and 
blessings to others are 
all important parts of 
Christian stewardship.  
This truth is summed 
up beautifully in these 
words from 2 Corin-
thians 10:31:  “So 
whether you eat or 
drink or whatever 
you do, do it all for 
the glory of God.” 

This Labor Day and 
every day give thanks 
to God for the blessing 

of work.  Giving thanks for honest labor is something 
that Christian stewards can remember to do in their 
daily thoughts and prayers.  So, enjoy whatever you are 
doing to observe Labor Day, and then continue your 
daily work with joy and enthusiasm. 

 
Faithfully submitted, 
Sarah Watkins 
Chairman, Board of Stewardship 
 
 
 
 
 

On Monday, September 6, Americans and Canadians 
will observe “Labor Day,” a legal holiday set aside to 
honor labor.  Work is often thought of as drudgery ‒ 
something that you have to do to make a living.  So we 
sometimes call work toil, a chore, an obligation, or 
even a necessary evil.  The New World Dictionary 
does not agree with that, but holds work up as honor-
able and positive.  Part of its definition goes as fol-
lows:  “work is physical or mental effort exerted to 
do or make something and be involved in purpose-
ful activity.” 

The Bible takes an even higher view of labor.  Labor is 
actually a gift from 
God meant to fill our 
hours and days with 
meaningful activities 
that honor God, re-
spect His creation, and 
provide blessings for 
others and ourselves.  
It was God who put 
Adam in the Garden of 
Eden to work it and 
take care of it (Genesis 
2:15).  This work was 
given to Adam before 
the fall into sin and 
thus was a blessing 
from God.  It is true 
that after the fall into sin, work became wearisome 
toil as the ground was cursed so that sinful human be-
ings would have to earn their daily bread by the sweat 
of their brows until their dying day (Genesis 3:17b-
19).  But, in spite of that curse, labor or work remains 
a blessing from God. 

Ecclesiastes 2:24-25 reads: “A man can do nothing 
better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction 
in his work.  This too, I see, is from the hand of 
God, for without Him, who can eat or find enjoy-
ment?” 

St. Paul in writing to the Ephesians and Thessalonians 
said:  “He who has been stealing must steal no 
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OUTREACH NEWS 

NOW IS THE TIME! 

Do you know someone who doesn't know 
Jesus?    Time is running out.    If you don't 
tell them, it may be too late!   We don't 
know when Jesus will return.  We don't 
know when it is time for our individual 
lives to end.  Don't be afraid.  Pray and 
trust God.  Jesus commanded us to go and 
make disciples.  But he told us he would 
send us a helper, and he did—the Holy 
Spirit.  He will give you the words to 
speak.  LOVE GOD, LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR.  (If you find you can't speak, 
pray for your non-believer.) 

 

OUTREACH NEWS 

Pioneer Days Parade 

Redeemer will again be participating in the 
Pioneer Days Parade on Labor Day, with 
Outreach and Youth sharing the responsi-
bility.  The theme this year is “We're Going 
Green.”  Our float theme will be “God is 
Green.”  The Youth will prepare and man 
the float, passing out Redeemer pencils, 
and Testamints with Redeemer information 
attached.  Outreach will set up and man 
our informational booth on Dearborn 
Street.  We will have photo boards, bro-
chures, pencils, Testamints, Bibles, etc.  
Hopefully we will have good attendance.  
Plan on coming out, it's a lot of  fun!  If 
you'd like to help, contact Karen Kirkland. 

 

Halloween Safewalk 

We will again have a booth and pass out 
candy (labeled with Redeemer information) 
to the kids on Dearborn Street.  This is one 
of our most enjoyable events, which pro-
motes community awareness of our Church 
and Child Care.  This is a premier event of 
Englewood—everyone is in costume—the 
kids, the people who come to the Hallow-
een promenade, and even the dogs. 

Rotonda Christmas Parade 

Redeemer has again reserved space in 
the Rotonda Christmas Parade on Satur-
day, November 27 (rain day on Sun-
day).  Save the date.  Volunteers 
needed. 

 

YMCA Hometown Partners 

Redeemer will again be a Hometown 
Partner with the Englewood YMCA.  
Through this program, Redeemer has a 
banner on the lobby wall, information 
displayed on their website, and our 
church name on uniforms. 

 

WITNESS TIP 

A family went out to lunch after church 
on Sunday.  When the server brought 
their meal, the father said 

“We are about to pray.  Is there any-
thing we could pray for you?”  “Oh, yes, 
you could pray for my kids,” she re-
plied.  He asked if there were anything 
in particular that they could pray.  “No, 
just in general, that they do well.”  He 
said they would pray for her and for 
them.  “Thank you, very much,” she 
said appreciatively.  So they prayed for 
them, and that they would know the 
love of Jesus.  They left a tract about the 
free gift of eternal life.  Whatever her 
faith, this young woman was reminded 
of the value of prayer and was shown 
that Christian people truly care.  This is 
a practice that we all can do.  Check the 
Tract Rack in the Narthex for appropri-
ate tracts that can be left at table. 

 

!!!!!!!!HELP!!!!!!!! 

The Board of Outreach is in real need of 
new members--- and a new Chairper-
son.  The Board plans activities to reach 

out to the community with the loving 
good news of Jesus Christ and to sup-
port our members in their efforts to 
share what Jesus means to them.  The 
Board conducts witness workshops 
(member training), community events 
(Pioneer Days Parade, Christmas Pa-
rade, Halloween Safewalk), social 
events for our members to which they 
can invite their friends (4th of July Pot-
luck, Ice Cream Social), Friendship 
Sundays, newspaper and radio adver-
tisements, visitor packets and follow-
ups, etc.  The work is not hard, and is 
quite enjoyable.  Please prayerfully 
consider joining our Outreach Board, 
and volunteering to be our Chairper-
son. 

Submitted by Carol Haupt 

 

 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”  -Matthew 28:19 
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Coming this Fall to Redeemer’s Bible Study 

Beginning Sunday, October 
3rd in between services, Pas-
tor Kress will devote Bible 
Class to the study through the 
book, “Why I Am a Lutheran, 
Jesus at the Center,” written 
by The Reverend Daniel 
Preus, Fourth Vice President 
of the Lutheran Church Mis-
souri Synod.  Through a 
blend of understandable ex-
planations and real-life sto-

ries, this book explores the 
foundational teachings of the 
Christian church.  In each 
chapter, Rev. Preus calls 
upon more than twenty years 
of pastoral experience to re-
veal Jesus as the center of the 
Christian faith.  However, the 
material for the study comes 
at a cost.  Normally the book 
costs $15, but Pastor Kress 
was able to acquire them for 

only $8. He has 24 books 
available.  If you are inter-
ested in purchasing a book 
before the Oct. 3rd beginning 
date, please contact the 
church office to have a book 
held for you.  All are wel-
come to participate in the 
study with or without the 
book.  The purchase of the 
book isn’t mandatory.  

erful paintings and Bible-based 
explanations of how God, in 
Christ, has already forgiven 
you.  The forgiveness of sins, 
in Christ, is God’s greatest gift 
to you.  So, the special empha-
sis of this issue, which I hope 
you find helpful, is God’s 
teaching that He gives special 
blessings to you when His for-

Again our Ladies will gather 
in Fellowship Hall for Bible 
Class beginning Thursday, 
October 7th at 10 am.  We 
will also continue to use 
GOOD NEWS magazine as the 
guide for our study.  This fall 
we will venture into the study 
on “Forgiveness.”  This issue 
of GOOD NEWS includes pow-

giveness in Christ’s blood 
flows through you and into 
the lives of those with whom 
you have had previous diffi-
culties and disagreements.  
Celebrate God’s forgiveness 
by giving His precious gift to 
others.  

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  

THURSDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE CLASS  

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS  
as recorded by John, we shall 
take comfort in His many great 
and precious promises to us.  
His words are spirit, and they 
are life!  Just as the disciples 
reflected for years on Jesus’ 
simple yet profound words, 
commit His words to heart, 
consider them with hope, and 
grow in faith by them.  Even 

now, Jesus, the Word made 
flesh, is working for your 
blessing and preparing an 
eternal home for you.  Join us 
for this exciting and refresh-
ing study.  The only require-
ment is that you bring your 
Bible.  If you don’t have one, 
one will be supplied for you.  

Beginning Tuesday, October 
12th at 10 am we will get to-
gether in Fellowship Hall for 
the study of the Gospel ac-
cording to John.  This Gospel 
focuses beautifully on both 
the promise of everlasting life 
and the bodily resurrection of 
those who trust in Jesus.  As 
we study the words of Jesus 
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HOSPITALIZATION 
A person who is hospitalized may face 
many concerns.  The fear of death 
could be a major concern for this per-
son and will be discussed  in a future 
newsletter.  Their body image or 
functions may change because of in-
jury or illness and they wonder if they 
will still be accepted for the person 
that they are.  A gentle touch on the 
hand or shoulder can give amazing 
reassurance.  There may be the fear of 
pain.  Some people feel they should 
suffer in silence; however, talking 
about their pain can help them to bear 
it and can give them a measure of 
control over it.  They may feel rela-
tionships will change within the fam-
ily.  Perhaps they will be more de-
pendent and they have always been 
strong and self reliant.  This actually 
can lead to closer relationships among 
family members as they recognize 
how much they really value each 
other.  Through the insight of weak-
ness, this person may grow closer to 
God and to those around him or 
her.  If the hospitalized person is still 
working it may mean a change of ca-
reer.  This can bring a deep sense of 
loss and sadness.  Be a good listener 
and understand their hurt.  As the 
person works through his or her grief 
and builds a new life, they may be 
surprised to find that though the 
change was wrenching, it was also 
positive.  It may give the person a 
chance to grow in trust and find new 
values to replace the old ones.  Hospi-
talization can be a loss of economic 
stability.  Income may be lost and 

there may be hospital costs.  Most hospi-
tals have social workers to help patients 
with this need.  There are community 
resources that may be helpful.  Stephen 
Ministry has a Community Resource 
Handbook that can be used.  Sometimes 
patients are sent home earlier than ex-
pected.  For those who do not have a 
good support system this can be very 

frightening.  Again there are hospital 
discharge planners that can be of assis-
tance.  There are rehabilitation facilities, 
visiting nurse programs and similar com-
munity resources that offer back-up care 
to recently discharged patients.  Lack of 
or inadequate information can be disas-
trous for the person.  Decisions must be 
made only with full knowledge and un-
derstanding of procedures.  The pros and 
cons should be fully explained and under-
stood.  Patients must persist in asking 

questions until they fully under-
stand.  Being with the person during 
these discussions and assisting them in 
asking the right questions and under-
standing the procedures can eliminate 
the frustration for that person.  It will 
enable them to remain calm to make the 
good decisions needed.  Listening as 
they sort out the thoughts about difficult 
decisions will also aid them in making 
the right decision.  If all fails the hospital 
has a patient advocacy service which can 
assist with problems.  Fear of the un-
known or perhaps what they already 
know and have experienced can be 
dreadful for a hospitalized person.  Al-
low the person to speak of that 
fear.  That allows him or her to put 
limits on the fear and cope more effec-
tively with it.    They need assurance 
and encouragement that they do not 
face this alone.  God is with us in all our 
trials and joys.  Hold out the promise 
that you will be with the person through 
whatever lies ahead and God will also be 
w i t h  t h e m . 
  
Sharing God's love through prayer, Bi-
ble verses/stories, visiting, listening, 
touch and assisting them in anyway pos-
sible can make hospitalization less 
frightening for the person experiencing 
i l l n e s s .  
 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your re-
quests to God"  Philippians 4:6  

Submitted by Carol Carlos 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
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BIBLE FACTS 
- The bible is actually made up of 773,692 words. 
- The Old Testament was written in Hebrew and the 
New Testament was written in Greek but now the 
bible is written in 6,000 different languages around the 
world! 
- The Star of Bethlehem was reported by Matthew but 
at the same time the Chinese were discovering it and 
thought it was just an unknown star. 
-Abraham was the first person in the Bible to be called a 
Hebrew. 
-The oldest person in the bible was actually 
Methuselah. He died at the age of 969 years old. 

 

The Sunday School is excited for a new year.  We will 
be studying Genesis until the Winter quarter.   We 
had so much fun at our Rally Day August 29.  We 
were able to dunk the Pastor and get our faces 
painted!  We were also able to get to know the 
teachers for this upcoming year.  Mrs. Carole, Mrs. 
Kristine, and Mrs. Wendy!  We would also like to 
welcome our substitutes, Mrs. Pam and Mrs. Barb.  I 
would like to thank all those that have participated and 
volunteered in the fun of our Sunday School Rally 
Day. Your help is so very appreciated.  We are 
looking forward to singing in church this October and 
the upcoming Christmas program December 15.   

In His Service, Lisa Kress 

Imagine living that long! 
-There were two men in the bible who never died! 
Their names were Enoch and Elijah and God brought 
took them to heaven. 
-There were 12 tribes in Israel and 12 disciples of God. 
-A raven was the first animal to emerge from the ark. 
-The words,”Don’t Be Afraid” appear 365 times in the 
Bible the same amount of days in the year.  
-The covering on the tabernacle was made out of ram 
skins and sea cow hides. 
-A chariot would cost the equivalent today of $77,000 
dollars.  (Horsepower unknown) 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

NEW MEMBERS 
  

DALE & PAT WHIPPLE 
1047 Kant Street, Englewood, FL  34224 

Relocated here from Leesburg, FL approximately two 
months ago, and look forward to making friends here at 
Redeemer within our church family. 

WELCOME TO THE REDEEMER FAMILY!!!!! 
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HUMAN CARE 

CAN YOU GUESS THESE MEMBERS??? 

See if you can guess who the below Redeemer Church members are….the FIRST 
person to contact the office with the correct answers wins a special prize!!!! 

Any members who would like to submit a photo for upcoming contests please send submissions 
to the church office.  Thank you!!! 

There were no winners for AUGUST!  The photos were of Ruth Speer and Lessie Kirch.  
Answers for July were Tommy & Karen Kirkland and George & Doris Dykhuizen. 
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Redeemer’s Human Care Board has appointed a new Chair-
man, Carol Sheahan.  I am honored to accept this position and 
will strive to keep this committee successful.  Our first meet-
ing was Aug. 16th where members of the board went over all 
duties of Human Care.  Carol Carlos will still lead Stephen 
Ministries, Margie Cypher heads Christian Support and Lessie 
Kirch continues with Senior Fellowship. 

One main topic of discussion was Hurricane Preparedness.  In 
the near future a survey will be sent to all Redeemer members 
to ascertain their needs if a disaster should threaten our area.  
Hurricane information can be found in the narthex. 

The Human Care Board will continue special projects, some 
of which are Armed Services Ministry, collecting food for 
Migrant Workers, and the Angel Tree. 

The main goal of Human Care is to keep in touch with our 
members and provide whatever assistance they may need.  
Each Redeemer member has a “Caring Network Leader”.  If 
you do not know who yours is, please call. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Sheahan 
941-875-6616 
budandcarol@comcast.net 

mailto:budandcarol@comcast.net


2010 ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
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2010 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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Romans 12:4-8  
4Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5so in Christ we who are 
many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's 
gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8if it is en-
couraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern 
diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.  

 
As Director of Christian Education, I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on our 2010 Vacation Bible 
School.  What a wonderful, worship, learning, crafting and energy packed week we experienced!  The children were 
busy little bees, learning Bible Lessons and becoming true “Bee-lievers”.  They also spent time learning a special song to 
share with the Congregation during Sunday Service.  On behalf of the children as well as the VBS and Childcare Staff, I 
would like to thank everyone at Redeemer Lutheran Church for your continued support of this annual event!  Many of 
you were able to enjoy the children’s song on August 1st.  Witnessing those little ones sing about believing in our Sav-
ior was truly a special moment for all of us, as well as for them and their families! 

  

I’d also like to thank the children and their families for the time and effort they put forth in learning, growing and shar-
ing during the week of VBS.  Thank you too, to the staff of our Child Care Center, especially Wendy Horvath and her 
family.  Many of you are aware of Wendy’s endless contributions to our Child Care.  But, she also spent countless 
hours preparing for the week of VBS.  Her motivation, her dedication and her talents never cease to amaze!  In addi-
tion to all she does for the Child Care and the Church, she also manages to raise an amazing family!  Without the help 
of her children Miranda & Max Leksche and Mark Horvath, we would have been hard pressed to put VBS to-
gether.  We are sad to see Miranda leaving this year for college in Fort Myers at Florida Gulf Coast University, but we 
wish her the very best in her further studies to become an Educator!  Max also did a superb job as our Technology Op-
erator, running Power-Points and managing our Videos!  Of course, the hit of the show continues to be our puppeteer, 
Mark Horvath who once again ‘wowed’ the children with his entertaining skills! 

 
Many thanks to those who helped with the treats!  Including Karen Kirkland, Judy Scarengella, Larry Kappauf, Helen 
Sturzenbecker and Donna Antonelli!  You all did such an amazing job!  I am so grateful for Carol Carlos’s contributions 
with the Bible Challenge.  She was assisted by Shelby Sita and Larry Kappauf.  Each and every day, Georgette Callahan 
and Naomi Sylvester entertained the children with amazing craft challenges!  How they managed to get all those little 
hands to daily turn out such beautiful projects and still keep their own smiles so bright, only God knows!  A great big 
huge thank you also goes out to Bill Bowers!  Bill took time out of his busy work schedule every morning to spend 
hours working with the little ones, teaching them songs and preparing them for their Sunday music contribution as 
well. Finally, a heartfelt thank you to our Pastor!  Like Wendy, Pastor Kress spent endless hours in preparation for the 
event.  In addition, each day of VBS he shared Bible stories with the children in entertaining and lively ways that en-
couraged the children not only to remember, but to also hold dear the lessons that they learned forever. 

 
Our Congregation is truly blessed to have so many talented and committed members, willing to take time out of their 
own busy schedules to help make VBS a resounding success every year.  Each individual brought their own unique tal-
ents, their incredible energy and their love to VBS each and every day.  Together they made the week of Vacation Bible 
School a truly memorable and blessed event, once again.  My heartfelt thanks go out to each and every one of you.   
 

God Bless.  Pamela Replinger 

2010 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
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5th - Herb & Pat Petersen 
 
12th - Margie Cypher 
 
19th - Jane Hoivik 
 
26th - Ray & Dolores Altmann 

5th - Fred & Vickie Fernald 
 
12th - Sarah Watkins 
   Jennifer Steele 
   Scotlyn Steele 
 
19th - Arlene Harden 
  Carol Sheahan 
 
26th - Roger & Pat Luedtke 

GREETERS COFFEE HOUR 

PRAYERS 
SHUT-INS: Gloria Carlson, Evelyn Etheridge, Ruth Jansch, James Prather, Laura Simis and Ruth Sutley. 
 
HEALING: Members:  Marjorie Boliere, Dick Hughes, Bob Johnson, Lessie Kirch, Cliff Larsen, Clara Mitchell, Leona Morri-
son, Jaye Nistendirk, Helen Plank, Don Plesner, Tom Poyer, Henry Rudolph, Duwayne Schoeneck, Jerry Schriener, Sam 
Simonson, Ed Sita, Arlene Twombly, Lee Vandercook, Ronald Woller. 

 
Friends & Relatives: Lorraine Agens, Grace Blum, Ella Boegeman, Georgia Bush, Raymond Carlos, Julie Carroll, Shirley 
Chattin, Lisa Clemens, Carly DeFeos, Renee Dempsey, John Denick, Bruce Gnatkowski II, Debbie Harrison, Larry Headun, 
Claudette Hendershot, Glory Herget, Bill Hillis, Robin Hincman, Casey Hoivik, Tom Holt, Bob Janmey, Douglas Johnson, 
Heather Johnson, Betty Kabert, Rachel Kagay, Howard Kagay, Julie Keck, Rev. Howie Krienke, Elsie Malecki, Dan Mason, Joe 
Manson, Patrick McCord, Linda Merisko, Pete Mogg, Kaye Ann Nagel, Judy Nagel, Charles Pentecost Jr., Family of William 
Redding, Sherrie Rhoades, Donna Santora-Vovcsko, Audrey Slusher, Nancy Sly, Michael Stio, Phyllis Tucker, Helen Weishaar, 
and Andrew Wolgast. 

 
Military Personnel:  Daniel Anderson, Matthew Anderson, Adam Buchner, Eric Byrne, Kevin Copeman, Christopher Dutch, 
Michael Garza, Stephen Geib, Christopher Hankins, Brian Hollis, Jonathan Hudson, Nathan Hudson, Brian Jackson, Keith 
Janssen, Josh Johnson, Joshua Jones, Eric Kieselburg, Michael Monson, Christian Mosser, Luis Oquendo, Jeremy Schaitz, Bran-
don Smith, Jeremy Twombly, Katherine Utroska, Matthew Walenta, and Charles Weishaar.  
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CHILD CARE NEWS 
Bible Lessons 

Chapel is on Mondays at 
3:45 

  

God Calls Abraham 

Genesis 12:1-5 

Abraham Is Blessed 

Genesis 14:17-19;15:1-6 

Jacob and Rachel have a 
Baby 

Genesis 30:22-24 

Jacob Takes Care of 
Joseph 

Genesis 37:3, 12-14 

Baby Moses 

Exodus 2:1-10 

  

Trust in the Lord with 
all of your heart and 

lean not on your own un-
derstanding 

Proverbs 3:5 
  

Submitted by Wendy Horvath 

Birthdays 

 Brandon 9/7 (2) 

McKenzie 9/13 (5) 

Ryan 9/14 (6) 

 Colton W. 9/15 (2) 

 
 

News 

We are having a great 
time with our curriculum 

and the teachers are 
very excited about all of 
the fun activities, food 
projects, new songs and 

stories that we are 
learning together! 

  

Thank Yous 

 Thank you to all that 
volunteered with Vaca-

tion Bible School! 

What We Are Learning 

•  Aug 30-3 The More 
We Get Together 
(Family) 

•  Sept 6-10 The More 
We Get Together 
(Friends) 

•  Sept 13-17 Work-
ers, Tools and Uni-
forms (Community 
helpers) 

•  Sept 20-21 Work-
ers, Tools and Uni-
forms 

(Community Helpers) 

•  Sept 27-1 How 
Much is That Doggie 
(Pets) 

  

Important Dates 

Sept 6th- Closed for 

               Labor Day 
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DIRECTORY UPDATES 

REMINDERS 
Email vs. Mailing—As mentioned last month, if you 
would like to receive your newsletter via email, please 
email or call the church office.  Thank you. 

 

The Newsletter deadline for next month is September 
19th.  Please have all your submissions to the church 
office by that time.     

 

Quotes from Martin Luther 
• 'Faith, like light, should always be simple and unbending; while love, like 
warmth, should beam forth on every side and bend to every necessity of our breth-
ren.'  
 
• 'Faith is a living and unshakeable confidence, a belief in the grace of God so as-
sured that a man would die a thousand deaths for its sake.' 

Choir begins September 15th at 7:00 PM!!!   
For more information,  

please contact Doris Dykhuizen  

 
Beautician/Manicurist  Debbie Balogh  Purple Palace  941-475-0731 
    Linda Pontello  Purple Palace  941-475-0731 

Painter/Handyman  If it’s broken, I can fix it.  Satisfaction Guaranteed.  Please call John Toth - Home:  941-697-
    1670, Cell:  941-875-6191. 

House Watching  Watch you house while you are back home in the north.  Weekly or monthly inspection  
    with written report on findings.  Minor repairs if needed included.  Monthly—$25.00,  
    Weekly—$12.00.  If interested, call Ed Sita at 475-8116. 

Sales—Rentals   For Sale/For Rent/ For Rent w/option to buy:  House in Port Charlotte. Built  in 2006.  3 
    Bedroom, den, possible 4th bedroom, 2 baths, 2 car garage.  Screened lanai. 
     Rent $850.00.  Contact Roger or Pat Luedtke 941-421-9443 or 941-421-9339. 

    Pineapple Gulf Properties—Glenda McDorman, Owner/Broker (Lessie Kirch’s Daughter)
    880 S. McCall Road Englewood, FL 34223 .  Office:  941-473-0300, Cell:  941-330- 
    7922. 

Insurance   For all your insurance needs, contact Lisa Kress at State Farm!  941-548-2205 

CLASSIFIEDS 

• Gary & Jonti Lute - 9239 Impala Circle, Port Charlotte, FL  33981 

• Naomi Sylvester - 2055 Mississippi Ave, Englewood, FL 34223 

• Marion Buie - marjobuie@gmail.com  
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Jr. High Youth:  It’s the beginning of a 
new season of Youth Activities and 
growth here at Redeemer.  We unfortu-
nately suffered a loss in our leadership 
position this past summer.  Our Co-
Director, Ms. Lisa has decided to take 
some time away from her position with 
the Youth because of family obligations. 
She was such a great asset, full of energy 
and excitement.  She will be sorely 
missed.  We also experienced the confir-
mation and graduation of 5 of our Jr. 
High Youth members and their transfer 
to Sr. High status.  We hope to partici-
pate with them this year in some com-
bined Jr. and Sr. High events. 

Our first scheduled combined event will 
be our participation in the Annual Pio-
neer Day Parade on Monday, Sept. 5th, 
Labor Day.  This is always a highlight for 
us as Jr. and Sr. High Youth as well as the 
members of Redeemer and the people of 
Englewood.  We will decorate our float 
early that morning under the theme: 
“God Is Green.”  Both Jr. and Sr. High 
Youth groups are also scheduled to pro-
vide refreshments for the Habitat for 
Humanity workers in Nokomis on Satur-
day morning, September 25th.  The 
weeks leading up to our distribution, we 

will collect bottled water and packaged 
snack food items from members of Re-
deemer.  A special collection container 
will be placed in the Narthex and mem-
bers may place their donations in it.  
We will drive out together as Jr. and Sr. 
High Youth in a Redeemer vehicle with 
all we need to hand out. 

Extended Youth will be scheduled 
throughout the year on certain days 
following Confirmation Classes.  Please 
mark your calendar for Sept. 30th as our 
first scheduled extended youth activity.  
There is also a Parent/Youth Meeting 
scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 14th in 

Fellowship Hall beginning at 7 PM.  
All parents of our Jr. High Youth are 
encouraged to participate. 

Sr. High Youth:  If you’re reading 
this part only and you have affiliation 
with or interest in the Sr. High Youth, 
I would like to draw your attention to 
the Jr. High Youth news printed 
above.  I am looking forward in both 
our Jr. and Sr. High Youth Groups 
working together more often this year.  
But for the Sr. High Youth only, I 
would like to put out a personal invita-
tion that you take part in the Sr. High 
Youth event, Friday Night Alive!  Be-
ginning September 3rd in Fellowship 
Hall at 7 PM and of course, on Friday 
night, we will gather to escape the grip 
of our parents (just kidding mom and 
dad, we love you too).  All of our high 
school students are also encouraged to 
invite their friends.  We will have op-
portunity to do a number of different 
things throughout the course of the 
year, but we need to get together in 
order to plan these things.  This is your 
time guys.  Let’s make the most of it. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Kress 

YOUTH NEWS 
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Confirmation Students: 
All 5th, 6th, 7th, & 8th grade 
students are encouraged to 
attend Redeemer’s Confir-
mation Classes which begin 
on Thursday, September 9th 
after school.  5th grade stu-
dents attending Myakka or 
Vineland will be picked up 
with students enrolled in 
the Child Care After School 
Program.  6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade students attending 
L.A. Ainger will be picked 
up by a Redeemer vehicle 
following the final bell.  If 
your child is in 5th, 6th, 7th, 
or 8th grade but do not at-
tend these schools, please 
contact the church office in 
order that we may work 
out arrangements to have 
your child attend these im-
portant instructional classes 

toward confirmation.  We 
are delighted to have Ms. 
Doris and Ms. Pat assisting 
in the teaching of our 5th, 
6th, and 7th grade students, 
while Pastor Kress will in-
struct (terrorize) the 8th 
grade catechumens (big 
smile here).  May God bless 
each of you as you grow in 
faith and knowledge in the 
Lord Jesus Christ trusting in 
Him above all things. 

Acolytes: 
Children in 5th, 6th, 7th, & 8th 
grades are invited to attend 
an acolyte workshop sched-
uled for Saturday, Septem-
ber 11th beginning at 10 am 
in the sanctuary of the 
church.  Parents may attend 
also but all duties of the 
acolyte will be performed 

by the children.  An aco-
lyte schedule will be pro-
vided as well as all the 
duties expected of the 
acolyte.  We value highly 
the service provided by 
the acolyte.  It is his or her 
way of serving God’s peo-
ple to the glory of the 
Lord. 

Adult Instruction: 
Adult instruction classes 
continue on both Wednes-
day and Thursday evenings 
from 6-7:30 pm.  We 
currently have 7 adults 
attending classes and they 
will be certified and re-
ceived into membership 
on Sunday, September 
19th.  If you are interested 
in attending any of these 
classes they are open to 

CHILDREN AND ADULT CONFIRMATION INSTRUCTION 
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members of Redeemer to 
be used as a refresher 
course.  You would be 
surprised as to how much 
you have forgotten over 
the years.  And yes, the 
Small Catechism is the 
instruction manual used by 
Pastor Kress.  Why try to 
re-invent the wheel  
Knowledge of the Six 
Chief Principle Parts in 
the Christian faith works 
very well in sustaining the 
faith in every trial and 
temptation.  A new adult 
instruction class will be 
scheduled some time in 
late September or early 
October. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Kress 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Senior Fellowship 

Volunteers are needed to bring a “hot dish” to the Thurs-
day morning Senior Fellowship.  There is a sign-up sheet 
in the office.  We look forward to seeing you there and 
all your help is greatly appreciated!  THANK YOU! 

Newsletter 
Monthly volunteers are needed for the folding of the 
newsletter.  If you are able and willing, please contact 
the church office.  Thank you so very much. 

HAPPY GRANDPARENT’S DAY!!! 

September 12th 

Nurses or medical personnel  
please consider assisting with blood pressures on the last Sunday of every month. This is an inreach program of our 
human care ministry.   This is one way of showing your loving care to our Redeemer congregation.   Please contact 
Carol Carlos at 941-255-3354 or see you at church.  



To All Who Take Part in the Weekly CD Service Ministry,  
 We want to thank each and every one of you for making available to us a Sunday morning service in our 
 home.  Where two or three are gathered, Jesus promises his presence. 
 Laura is no longer able to attend church in the Redeemer sanctuary, so every Sunday morning we have our 
 own service, thanks to your ministry. 
 It is truly a blessing, as is Pastor’s visits for Holy Communion. 
 Yours in Christ,  
 Ted & Laura Simis 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
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REDEEMER 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
6465 Mayport Road 
Englewood, FL  34224 
 
REV.  JAMES T. KRESS, SR. 

We, the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church are called into the service of our Lord by 
accepting His command (Matt 28: 18-20): 
• Making disciples of all nations/peoples. 

• Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
• Proclaiming the Gospel and teaching the Word.  

Christ’s love for us, and our love for Christ compels us to serve our Sisters and Brothers as He 
served us. 
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