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A FAITHFUL PRACTICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

What does this mean? A significant issue in the church of this day 
and age for faithful pastors in the LCMS is the practice of closed 
communion. Pastors are called to educate our youth to be confirmed 
in the faith before they receive Holy Communion, and yet many 
would expect any and all people to be able to come and receive 
communion in our churches.  

Therefore, the issue is “Why shouldn’t we commune anyone 
who wants to commune” and “Why we shouldn’t commune at other 
churches that are not LCMS?”  

First, we need to understand what church fellowship is. 
Churches are in fellowship when they believe, teach, and confess 
alike the teachings of God’s Word in all its truth and purity. 
Therefore, any church that has a different understanding of God’s 
Word (the Bible) — for example, we would say it is the Word of 
God and others claim it only contains the Word of God — has a different confession of faith. There 
is a different understanding of the rule and norm of what we believe, teach, and confess. A different 
confession of faith would be in opposition to God’s Word, because it is not in agreement with the 
apostles’ teachings and fellowship. This we would understand well from Acts 2:42-44:  

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common.” (ESV) 

Some would say Holy Communion is an individual matter between them and God. I respond to 
that view by lovingly and tenderly say: The Lord’s Supper is not a personal matter, but rather about 
what we believe, teach, and confess as a church. Listen, the Bible teaches us that the church will 
have hypocrites who inhabit and serve her. There is no way to tell who is a true believer and who is 
not, unless they have the integrity to actually put their theology on the table for discussion. The fact 
is we cannot see faith; we can only go by what is confessed with the mouth or where the 
membership is held (each denomination has a confession of what it believes, teaches, and 
confesses). If they want to commune while belonging to a different confession of faith, they either 
disagree with the teachings of their church or they are playing the hypocrite at the communion rail. 
To be a hypocrite is to “play act.” Here, they are “play-acting” as if they agree with the teachings of 
the church in which they are going to commune.  

If you join a church at the communion rail that does not confess the truth of God’s Word, you 
are saying and confessing that you actually agree with them and not with the church you belong to; 
or you are only “play-acting” so as not to have to make a statement of your faith that is true from 
God’s Word.  

The same is true if we allow those of a different confession of faith to come and commune at our 
(Continued on page 2) 
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A Faithful Practice of Holy Communion (continued) 

table. We are allowing them to be hypocrites, and we also would be hypocritical because we 
cannot have two confessions of faith (one true and one false). As the apostle Paul writes in 
Romans 16:17:  

“I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and 
create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid 
them.”  

In order to understand all of this better, we need to start with the Fifth Chief Part of 
Luther’s Small Catechism, the Office of the Keys. In John 20, Jesus tells the apostles to forgive 
and retain sins. Any pastor who will not take this responsibility seriously should be removed 
from the Office of the Holy Ministry, for he is saying that he is willing to do “harm” to souls. 
How is he doing harm? In 1 Corinthians 11:29, we hear that people can take the Lord’s Supper 
to their “harm.” The King James translation says “damnation”; other versions say “judgment” 
and “condemnation.” A faithful and loving congregation and pastor would not want anyone to 
take this Means of Grace – Christ’s true body and blood – to their “harm.” Therefore, it is out 
of great love toward our neighbor, who is of another confession of faith, to not commune at our 
table. This doctrine and practice is called “Closed Communion” the official doctrine of the 
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.  

When a person comes to the altar to receive communion, they are individually receiving the 
forgiveness of sins, which should never be said and proclaimed to someone who denies the 
truth, either by their membership and confession of another church body or as a hypocrite 
within the church. When the pastor communes someone who he knows does this “play-acting,” 
he is confirming them in their error. The pastor — who is speaking “in the stead and the 
command” of Christ — as well as the congregation are breaking the Second Commandment 
and are putting the soul at risk, for they are lying with God’s name and Word.  

Furthermore, an ordained pastor is commanded by God’s Word to “hold firmly to the 
trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine 
and refute those who oppose it.” (Titus 1:9) 

Additionally, an LCMS pastor – in his ordination vows – and a member of an LCMS 
congregation – in his/her confirmation vows – are alike in that they individually promise to 
remain steadfast in the confessions of the Lutheran Church, as they are drawn from the 
Scriptures and learned from the Book of Concord for the LCMS pastor, and the Small 
Catechism for the LCMS congregational member. In the close of their oath to God, they pledge 
to suffer all, even death, rather than fall away from the true teachings of God’s Word.  

At the end of Luther’s Small Catechism a note of warning is given: “These questions and 
answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of purpose by the 
venerable and devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay attention and 
consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Galatians in chapter six: ‘Do not be 
deceived: God cannot be mocked.’” 

In summary to this newsletter article, we should commune only with those with whom we 
share the same confession of faith. We are not God and can’t see the faith of others, so all we 
can go by is their confession of faith which is made with their mouth and the church they claim 
membership with and its confession of what it is they believe, teach, and confess.  

Let us repent of our weakness in our understanding and practice of closed communion and 
come to the Lord’s Table to receive what Christ has promised — the forgiveness of sins. For 
where there is the forgiveness of sins, there is life and salvation.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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The resurrection of our Lord is approaching and we in-

vite anyone who wishes to make a joyful noise to the 

Lord to join the choir for a non-committal trial. Christ has given His all, 

so show the love to your fellow parishioners by singing to our Lord on 

Easter. See Collins Sita on Wednesday night at the church from 6-7 or 

call him at 941-830-6020.   

Choir 

A Faithful Practice of Holy Communion (continued) 

What a joy it is to come to the Lord’s Table and 
have our bodily senses tell us that we have received 
what Christ has promised. Our eyes see, our noses 
smell, our lips feel, our tongues taste and our ears hear 
that we have received what Christ promised: the 
forgiveness of sins, for life and salvation. 

A Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Jim Kress 

Pastor Rev. James Kress 

Child Care  
   Director  Wendy Horvath 

Office Admin Asst  Caitlin Tilton 

Organist  Bill Bowers 

Choir Director  Collins Sita 

Newsletter   
   Editor  Pat Finkenbine 
 
OFFICERS 

President    Wade Duncan  

Vice President    

Treasurer   

Secretary  Caitlin  Tilton 

BOARDS 

Head Elder           Collins Sita 

Christian Ed.  

Human Care   

Outreach   

Assimilation   

School Board  Tim Matheny   

Stewardship   

Youth   

Financial    Mindy Duncan 
 Secretary 

Property Mgmt.  Bob Varone    

GROUPS/GUILDS 
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Coffee Hour   

SERVING THE LORD 

Sunday Morning Bible Study:  On Sunday, after the 

9:15 a.m. service, (approximately 10:45 a.m.) we are study-
ing the Book of Revelation. Let this study not frighten you 
as a believing Christian. In fact, as a believing Christian, you 
should be encouraged to attend to see God’s magnificent 
beauty now and will be at the return of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  We look forward to seeing as many of you 
believing Christians attend this study of an amazing and 
revealing book of the Bible. 

Wednesday Morning Table Talk: Join us in the 

Church Narthex on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m., to 

gather with Pastor Kress around tables to talk theology, ask 

a wide range of interesting questions, and witness our own 

theology shaped by the Word of God. No one is required to 

know everything about anything. If you have questions or 

are interested in listening in on our Table Talk, you are wel-

come to join us in some engaging and thought-provoking 

conversations. 
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God in Man Made Manifest 

The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was made manifest in the flesh of Jesus. The 
church spends time hearing of the miracles, signs, and wonders of Jesus in the world. And this 
made plain to all that Jesus really is who He said He was. He is the Second Person of the Holy 
Trinity, the only begotten Son of the Father, in the flesh. For “the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us” (John 1:14). 

It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It is made manifest by His 
words and His work, by what He said and by what He did. And these belong together, for “the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” Jesus is the Word and will of God in the flesh, that 
is, He is the walking, talking enactment of God’s Word. 

It is no different for us. We are called not just to believe in God in hearts but also to trust in 
God in word and deed. As James wrote: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22), and again, “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says 
he has faith but does not have works? … So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead. … Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my 
works. … For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is 
dead” (James 2:14, 17–18, 26). 

Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbor. Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived 
out not in word only but also in deed and in truth. In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord 
creates in us an epiphany of our faith in our works of obedience to God who commanded them. 
By this, our faith is made manifest to the world. It is, as Luther wrote of faith:  

Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God (John 1). It 
kills the old Adam and makes altogether different people, in heart and spirit and mind and 
powers, and it brings with it the Holy Spirit. 

Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to 
do good works incessantly. It does not ask whether there are good works to do, but before 
the question rises, it has already done them, and is always at the doing of them. 

He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes and looks about after faith and 
good works and knows neither what faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and 
talks, with many words about faith and good works. 

Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a man would 
stake his life on it a thousand times. This confidence in God’s grace and knowledge of it 
makes men glad and bold and happy in dealing with God and all His creatures. And this is 
the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to 
do good to everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and praise to God, 
who has shown him this grace. 

And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate 
burning and shining from fire. Beware, therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle 
talkers, who would be wise enough to make decisions about faith and good works, and yet 
are the greatest fools. (Preface to the Book of Romans) 

So, then, let our faith be active by God’s power in the Word through the Holy Spirit. And let then 
our faith be made manifest to the world by what this faith does: serving our neighbor – in church, 
in the family, and society – with the works of faith in time, talents, and treasures.  

—LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
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The deadline for the March Newsletter is February 18th. 

PLEASE have all your submissions sent to patchas123@gmail.com   

OR  drop them off at the church office by the date indicated above.  Thank  You! 

INSPIRATION 
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SHUT-INS: Susan Jahns, Rita Kaufmann, 

Dorothy Sinowetski.  

HEALING for Members: Wila 

Bockstahler, Bill Bowers, Sr., Jean Cote, 

Tom Curry, Kathryn Demma, Ed & Jan 

DeTrow, Charlie & Pat Finkenbine, Don 

Garay, Mike & Judy Guastella, Jane Harty, 

Kitty Hill, Dave Honold, Mark Horvath, 

Marva Jonas, Chuck & Elaine Malecki, Ken 

Mielke, Lillian Miles, Glenn Mossner, Enid 

Muhme, Tom & Sue Poyer, Bob Varone, and 

Pauline Vickey.  

.FRIENDS & RELATIVES: Ella Ball, 

Michelle Bernard, Grace Blum, Don 

Borwick, Bill Bowers, Jr., Mary Brissette, 

Dennis Burchell, Georgia Bush, Diane Carr, 

Pat Carroll, Sally Chambers, Esther Clapham, 

Jean Clappe-Mixell, Bobbett Clark, Donna 

Connors, Lisa Copeman, Donald Cornish, 

Leah Cornish, Martin Cressman, Molly 

Criely, Renee Dempsey, Irene DiTommaso, 

Barb Dumeah, Stan Elenbaas, Lori Elliott, 

Bruce Everson, Donna Fancher, Darla 

Finkenbine, Gerald and Mary Fischer, Marla 

Flores, Sybil Fuchs, Manual Galan, Liam 

Garland, Aeson Garrett, Zeke Garrison, 

Barbara George, Sandra Gettings, Vinnie 

Giannola, Roberta Giannone, Ken & Sandry 

Gittings, Nancy Gleis, Shelley Roedel Gutz, 

Mikayla Hacksunda, Marlene Hagen, Jake 

Harper, Haley Harris, Debbie Harrison, 

family & friends of Dennis Hegarty, 

Claudette Hendershot, Glory Herget, John 

Hill, Robin Hincman, Roger Hinzmann, 

David Hirtle, Linda Holt, Jim Honeycutt, 

John Hunter, Linda Hunter, Chelsea 

Hutchinson, Stanley & Lynne Jablonski, 

Larry Jackson, Bill Jaquest, Sylvia Jelinek, 

Heather Johnson, Rachel Kagay, Daniel & 

Michelle Kalstrup, John Kearns, Parker Kern, 

Elizabeth Lynn Klopfenstein, Lucia Kruse, 

Nancy Lake, Stacey Lampert, Judy Larkin, 

Ray Likowski, Janet Lixey, Liam Madden, 

Joe Manson, Dave McMullan, Dominic 

Miretti, Pete Mogg, Jane Moore, Mike 

Morrissey, Philip Muhme, Ron Mullins, 

Esther Murphy, Bill & Jean Nesbitt, Linda 

Owen, Riley Emilia Paquette, Charles 

Pentecost Jr., Topper Pfeiffer, Bill Pinkston, 

Rob Powers, John Purdy, Mary Raines, Joyce 

Redding, Elaine Reebe, Rod Rohrbach, Paul 

Rollo, Becky Rurade, Sandra Scheel, Ed 

Sheahan, Nancy Sly, Juliette Renee, Charles 

Tolley, Joy Trainor, George Vespa, Jim & 

Judy Wahl, Steven Walker, Christy Wallace, 

Helen Weishaar, Gene & Donna Wensel, 

Gordan Winkel, Wava Zeitlow, and Martha 

Zimpfer. 

Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky, 

Michael Broughton, Joseph Garay, Brian 

Jackson, Jonathan Koen, and Charles D. 

Weishaar . 

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family 

members and friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call 

Pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we may either keep 

or remove their name.  Thank you! 

PRAYERS 
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CHILD CARE 

 

 

This month in Chapel we will be learning from these Bible Lessons. The week of 
2/7 Jesus Tells His Children to Come Mark 10:13-16. The week of 2/14 Jesus Says 
to Show Mercy Luke 10:25-37. The week of 2/21 God Provides for His Children Luke 
21:1-4. The week of 2/28 Jesus Came to Save Sinners Luke 19:1-10.   

Dear Jesus, Thank You for Pastors and Teachers who tell me of Your love. 
 I rejoice that my name is written in heaven. Amen 

 What we are learning this month at Redeemer Child Care! Ages 
Infants thru 4 yrs. Theme: “We Love You Bunches” Color: Pink Letter: V Number: 
8 Shape: Heart Literacy: Valentine’s Day Cards and Decorations Science: Focusing 
on Dental Health History: President’s Day Character Development: Love Means…
We will be discussing what love means, what each student loves and how to show 
love. 

Celebrating President’s Day with an “Honest Abe” Poem. I love the name of Abra-
ham. We see him on our money. His picture’s on the $5.00 bill and also on our pen-
ny. Honest Abe is what he’s called. Honest, kind and true. He was our 16th Presi-
dent. He loved both me and you! 

 
Closed February 21, 2022 

What we are learning in Ms. Mallory’s VPK class this month. This month we are 
talking about clothing. We will be discussing different patterns, shapes, colors 
and words that we find on our clothes. We will also be reviewing the letters we 
have learned so far (A-P). We will be having a class Valentines Party and discussing 
Jesus’s love for us. Submitted by Mallory Oliver 

What we are leaning in Ms. Jazmyne’s VPK class his month. This month we will be 
focusing on how the children work together as a team to create and solve prob-
lems. We will begin talking about friendships, how we become friends and how to 
stay friends. We have been talking about the team at school. Who runs it and who 
works here and the important jobs that everyone has to keep the school going. 
We are planning a Valentine’s Day party, making cards and decorations and show-
ing friends and family our love for them. Submitted by Jazmyne Crady 
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PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 

We sure could use some help on our Property 

Appreciation Days every month.  There is outside 

work to do and cleaning and dusting that needs done 

inside the Church.  If you can help, please come to the 

church and we will put you to work.  Our next 

Property Appreciation Day is Saturday,  March 

19th at 8:00 am.   

CHILD CARE 

VPK making and sharing homemade pizzas during class. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Redeemer Child Care will be participating in a free program that will 
send the children ages birth thru VPK a book a month to the Center 
and we will send it home. We are super excited to have been approved 
for this program and we think the Parents and Children will be excited 
too. The program is called Ferst Readers and their mission is this: 

 “strengthening communities by providing quality books and literacy 
resources for children and their families to use at home during the earliest stag-
es of development.” Ferst Readers wants every child to have the best start in life 
– and nothing helps a baby’s brain develop more than exposure to rich language and 
loving interactions.   Submitted by Wendy Horvath  
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REDEEMER SCHOOL 

Where has the time gone? Our school year is half way over already. Second quarter report cards just 

went out and now we are in the midst of Lutheran Schools Week. Lutheran School’s week is a time 

that we celebrate our school and students. We celebrate the opportunity we have to teach and learn 

in a Christian environment. We are grateful that we are able to serve Christ, our church, our com-

munity, and our students. We get to show the Love of God to our students on a daily basis. For this 

we call ourselves blessed. We live in a world that is built on shifted sand. Our world as we know it 

is rapidly changing and the truth of God is being drowned out by voices of the world. It is important 

that our children are being anchored in the Word of God. They need a firm foundation that they can 

withstand the temptations of the world. Here at Redeemer Lutheran School our children are taught 

Biblical principles that will help them grow in God. 

During the week we had several celebrations. We started the week with a pancake breakfast, tie dy-

ing shirts, and singing at church. 

Monday - Mad Science Day 

Tuesday - Blue and Gold Day. Show your school spirit 

Wednesday - Bike Day (learn how to safely ride your bike and rules of the road) 

                        Wear tie dye shirts 

Thursday - Coffee and Muffins for parents and Sports Day 

                        Thursday Morning Chapel 

Friday- Dress as your favorite book character 

                         Making tiles for church members 

Overall, the week was a huge success. We had so much fun learning and celebrating our school to-

gether! 

We also celebrated the 100th Day of School recently! We had students dress up as if they were 100 

years old, bring in 100 small snacks to help make a special 100th Day of school snack, and do a 

bunch of 100th Day learning centers and activities. The kids did building with 100 cups, a roll and 

race to 100 game, a 100 candy scavenger hunt, a 100 Fruit Loops necklace, 100 exercise challenges, 

build with 100 Legos, worked on 100 piece puzzles, and stamps to 100. This year, the 100th Day of 

School was even more exciting because the 5th Grade students also celebrated their 1,000th Day of 

School. They got to participate in the same 100th Day activities, but they also made their own pic-

ture frame craft to commemorate the 1,000th Day of School. We are so proud of all of the learning 

that has happened in the past 100 (and 1,000) days of school. Our kids are amazing and it is so ex-

citing to see them learn!  

OPEN HOUSE for the Redeemer Lutheran School is on February 26th from 10am-1pm. 

We will have a food truck, sidewalk science, bounce house, face painting, crafts, and other activi-

ties for the kids. If you know of any one that is looking for a Christian school for their kids please 

let them know. Everyone is welcome to come and see the school. Our classroom will be open and 

teachers and staff will be available to meet parents. Come on out for lunch! 

At the end of December we had to say goodbye to two of our students that moved to Delaware, but 

in January we had three new friends join us. Welcome Nathan 5th grade, Kolton 4th grade, and Bran-

don 1st grade. 

Verse of the Week: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 
sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer. – Psalm 19:14 
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REDEEMER SCHOOL 
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COLORING PAGE 
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
SCHOOL & CHILD CARE 

6970 Mineola Rd. 
Englewood, FL  34224 

REV. JAMES T. KRESS, SR. 
Pastor 

Church/School Phone:  

941-475-2410 

Church Fax: 941-475-9726 
Email: redeemerfl@gmail.com 

Child Care Phone:  941-475-2631 
Email:  redeemerchildcare@gmail.com 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
SCHOOL & CHILD CARE 

6970 Mineola Rd. 
Englewood, FL  34224 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE  
REQUESTED - OPTION 1 

REDEEMER REPORTER 
Published monthly for members, associate 

members and visitors of Redeemer Lutheran 

Church.  Redeemer is  a member congregation of 

the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. (LCMS). 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES: 

Divine Service:  9:15 am 

Bible Class:  Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School:  temporarily postponed 

The Redeemer Lutheran Church, School & Child Care Family are called into the service of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by His command (Matthew 28:18-20) to: 
Disciple all nations, that is, all people; 

Baptize in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; 

Proclaim the Gospel and teach His Word in its truth and purity; and 

Never be ashamed of the Gospel—it is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16). 

2022 


