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Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn 
 

Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia LSB 466 
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Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, 1938;  

tr. Howard S. Olson, 1922–2010 

Tune: Tanzanian 
Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000821 
Tune: Public domain 

 

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

grant us forgiveness. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal 

and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely 

repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 

stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16 
P A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

  and again a little while, and you will see me. 

C I will extol you, my God and King, 

  and bless your name forever and ever. 
 

P Every day I will bless you 

  and praise your name forever and ever. 

C The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

P All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

  and all your saints shall bless you! 

C My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 

  and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. 

   Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

   as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P A little while, and you will see me no longer; 

  and again a little while, and you will see me. 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
P Glory be to God on high: 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we 

may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that 

among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true 

joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Please be seated 

 

First Reading Acts 8:26–40 
 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road 

that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and 

went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of 

the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem 

to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the 

prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 
30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do 

you understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless 

someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now 

the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 

 and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, 

  so he opens not his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

 Who can describe his generation? 

  For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
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34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say 

this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip opened his mouth, and 

beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as 

they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, 

“See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he 

commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip 

and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, 

the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and 

went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed 

through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual  adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 
C Christ has risen from the dead. 

 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 

 he has put all things under his feet. 

 

Epistle Reading 1 John 4:12–21 
 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his 

love is perfected in us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 

his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 

Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God 

abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love 

that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and 

God abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have 

confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 
18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19We love because 

he first loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; 

for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he 

has not seen. 21And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God 

must also love his brother. 

 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

 

Alleluia 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 15:1–8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

 
 

 1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every 

branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does 

bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of 

the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 

abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 

him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If 

anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the 

branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and 

my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By 

this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 

disciples.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Please be seated 
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Hymn of the Day  
 

Christ, the Word of God Incarnate LSB 540, sts. 1, 2, 4, 3, 5 

(sung to the tune of LSB 821) 
 

1 Christ, the Word of God incarnate, 

    Lord and Son of Abraham; 

Christ, the radiance of the Father, 

    Perfect God, the great I AM; 

Christ, the light, You shine unvanquished, 

    Light and life You bring to all; 

Light our path with Your own presence, 

    Grant us grace to heed Your call. 
 

2 Christ, the living bread from heaven, 

    Food for body, food for soul; 

Christ, the manna daily given, 

    Nourish, strengthen, make us whole. 

Feed us with the food of heaven, 

    Foretaste of the feast to be; 

Quench our thirst with living water 

    Springing up eternally. 
 

4 Christ, our good and faithful shepherd, 

    Watching all Your lambs and sheep; 

Christ, the gate that guards the sheepfold, 

    Never-failing vigil keep. 

When we stray, Good Shepherd, seek us, 

    Find us, lift us, bear us home; 

Lamb of God, our shepherd, keep us; 

    Let us hear Your voice alone. 
 

3 Christ, the shoot that springs triumphant 

    From the stump of Jesse’s tree; 

Christ, true vine, You nurture branches 

    To bear fruit abundantly. 

Graft us into You, O Savior; 

    Prune our hearts so we remain 

Fruitful branches in Your vineyard 

    Till eternal life we gain. 
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5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing 

    To the Father’s home on high, 

Christ, the truth that frees the captive, 

    Christ, the life that cannot die. 

Mediator to the Father, 

    Sacrifice and great High Priest: 

Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, 

    There to share Your wedding feast. 
Text: Steven P. Mueller, 1964 

Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller.  
Used by permission:  

LSB Hymn License no. 110000821 

 
Sermon 
(see pages 22-23 for Sermon notes) 

 

Please stand 

 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

 



12 

Response following each petition 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C  …hear our prayer. 
 

P Holy Father, You are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love. Hear and answer our prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ, and Your 

saints shall bless You; for You live and reign with the Holy Spirit, ever one God, 

now and forever, and in the name of Your Son, we pray, 

C Amen. 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

  
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface  
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most 

especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious 

resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has 

destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. 

Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses 

of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 
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Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer 
     Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

     as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

     For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

     Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 

of Me.” 
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P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”  

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be seated 

 

Distribution 
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Holy Communion Statement:  
 

As a congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS), we believe 

Scripture teaches that the Lord's Supper is a gift of God in which Christ gives us His true 

body and blood (in a miraculous way), together with the bread and wine, for the 

forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith. The Bible also teaches that 

this Sacrament may be spiritually harmful if misused, and that participation in the Lord's 

Supper is an act of confession of faith, therefore this Sacrament requires careful 

administration. Redeemer ordinarily communes only those who have been instructed in 

the teachings of our church and who have confessed their faith in these teachings. If you 

have any questions, if possible, please speak to the pastor before the service begins. 
 

*Those unsure of receiving Communion are still invited to come forward for a blessing. 

At the Communion rail, simply bow your head and cross your arms over your chest to 

receive a blessing. 
 

For those receiving the individual cups, a non-alcoholic wine is offered in the center 

of each tray. Following the passing of the individual cups, the common cup is offered.  
 

Distribution Hymn 
 

Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior LSB 627 

 

 

 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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5 Firmly hold with faith unshaken 

That this food is to be taken 

By the sick who are distressed, 

By hearts that long for peace and rest. 

 

6 Agony and bitter labor 

Were the cost of God’s high favor; 

Do not come if you suppose 

You need not Him who died and rose. 

 

7 Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, 

And receive My grace and favor: 

Those who feel no pain or ill 

Need no physician’s help or skill. 

 

8 “For what purpose was My dying 

If not for your justifying? 

And what use this precious food 

If you yourself were pure and good?” 

 

9 If your heart this truth professes 

And your mouth your sin confesses, 

You will be your Savior’s guest, 

Be at His banquet truly blest. 

 

10 Let this food your faith so nourish 

That its fruit of love may flourish 

And your neighbor learn from you 

How much God’s wondrous love can do. 
 

Text: John Hus, c. 1369–1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2, 4–5, 7, 9):  
tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 3, 8): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 6, 10): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. 
Text (sts. 3, 6, 8, 10): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000821 

Text (sts. 1–2, 4–5, 7, 9) and tune: Public domain 

 

Please stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
P Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
 

 
 

Closing Hymn 
 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today        LSB 469, sts. 1-3, 6 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Tune: French, 13th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain  

Postlude 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible  

(The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),  

copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House. 
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Welcome to those who are visiting us today! Everyone is welcome to stay after the morning 

service and enjoy a cup of coffee and a delicious treat. We ask that all our members and 

visitors sign in at the Coffee Table in the narthex. If this is your first visit, there is also a 

Guest Book on the Coffee Table that has room for your contact information; we would love 

the opportunity to connect with you. 

 

Serving in the Lord’s house today: 

 

Preacher and Celebrant:    Rev. Craig Mathews 

Organist Assistant:    Collins Sita 
 

Notice: There will be a Special Voters’ Meeting today, Sunday, April 28, 2024, after 

the morning worship service. We will (again) need to have a quorum of at least 50% of 

our current voters, because we are voting on extremely important issues, including the 

proposed revisions to the Constitution and By-Laws. Please stay if you are able to – it 

should be a  

 

T T T T T T T T T T T 
 

Please pray for: 

 

Shut-ins: Rita Kaufman and Dorothy Sinowetski. 

 

Healing for members: Ed & Jan DeTrow, Don Garay, Judy Guastella, Jane 

Harty, Steven Horvath, Nancy Kozak, Kitty Hill, Jerry Lindberg, Chuck & Elaine Malecki, 

Lillian Miles, Colette Nagel, Tom & Sue Poyer, Jim & Bonnie Schluentz, Joyce Schneider, 

Bob Varone, and Pauline Vickey. 

 

Friends and relatives: Charlie Finkenbine, Barbara George, Mikayla Hacksunda, Daniel 

& Michelle Kalstrup, Rose Lape, Dave McMullan, Esther Murphy, Becky Rurade, Laurie 

Steinke, and Wava Zeitlow. 
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Human Care Ministry: Please continue to bring in food donations for our collection 

basket. We have made a connection with a local women’s club, and their project is the 

Veteran’s Home in Port Charlotte. We will be joining with them and adding our items to 

this effort. Your donations are most appreciated! See Joyce Schneider or Jean Cote with 

any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portals of Prayer devotionals for April – June are now available in the narthex, in both 

regular size and large print editions. Please consider leaving a donation towards the cost of 

these booklets.  

 

Your help is needed: don’t forget to sign up on the bulletin board to assist 

with Altar Guild or provide snacks for Coffee Hour. 

 

 

 

Ongoing Bible study opportunities at Redeemer Lutheran:  

• Sunday mornings, after morning worship services. Pastor Mathews has just started a 

study called “The Unlocked Door and Other Stories.”  

• Table Talk on Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m. Currently studying through the book 

of Acts in the New Testament.  

 

Join us for Chapel service on Thursday mornings at 

8:45 a.m. Students from our Day School (K-7th grade) 

and Child Care (VPK program) are in attendance 

every week, and it is a great time to come and sing and 

hear God’s Word. It’s only 15-20 minutes, but you will 

be blessed and encouraged. 

 

Memory Verse Challenge 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

For the week of 4/28/24:  

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may 

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But 

take heart; I have overcome the world.” ~ John 16:33 
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Thursday morning Bible class: Table Talk meets on Thursdays at 

9:30 a.m. All are invited to join us in the church narthex for a lively 

discussion. We will search the Scriptures and have open dialogue in 

the study of God’s Word. 

 

 

KFUO Radio, the broadcast voice of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, shares 

Christ for you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology 

studies, practical talk programs, and sacred music. Find programs on demand at kfuo.org 

and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us on social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, 

Twitter, and Instagram. 

 

 
 

Christ for You This Week on KFUO.org: Begin studying Daniel on Sharper Iron 

(weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), continue studying Proverbs on Thy Strong Word (weekdays 

at 11:00 a.m. CT), and study what we believe about The Church on Concord Matters (5/4 

at 11:00 a.m. CT). Find your favorite programs on demand at kfuo.org and the KFUO 

Radio app! 

 

 
 

Educating A New Generation of Lutherans… Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and 

podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL, and hosted by LCMS Pastor 

Todd Wilken.  This week’s topics include: Taylor Swift’s Latest Album, Men Competing 

in Women’s Sports, The Benefits of Liturgical Worship, “I Have Overcome the World,” 

“Love One Another,” and more.  You can listen at your convenience at issuesetc.org, 

Amazon Alexa, Google Home, Apple HomePod, the LPR mobile app and your favorite 

podcast provider. 
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Sermon Notes 

I AM the Vine 

April 28, 2024 

 

Gospel of John contains 7 I AM statements of Jesus 

 

John 6:25-40   John 8:2-20 

John 10:1-10   John 10:11-21 

John 11:17-27   John 14:5-14 

John 15:1-8 

 

Why does John, through the Inspiration of the Spirit, include these statements made by 

Jesus? 

 

 

Today looking at the statement – I AM the Vine 

 

What is the context, that is, why are the disciples gathered together with Jesus? 

 

 

What is the task that Jesus does for His disciples? 

 

Why does He do this task? 

 

Jesus also tells them about two events that troubles and confuses them.  What are these 

two events? 

 

 

But Jesus also seeks to comfort them.  What does He tell them that brings them comfort?    

 

 John 14:1-3 

 

 John 14:16-18, 26-27 

 

After these words of comfort – Jesus says  I AM ___________ 
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Who is the vine? 

 

Who are the branches? 

 

Who is the gardener? 

 

     The vine provides _____________________________ 

      

     The branches _________________________________ 

 

     The gardener _________________________________ 

 

 

Do all branches produce fruit? 

 

Why are branches pruned? 

 

Application: 

     God gives all disciples ________________________ 

 

     Where are these found in the Bible? 

 

 

As we use these gifts to make disciples, what fruit is produced? 

 

 

According to 1 Peter 1:8 what will happen if we do not produce fruit? 

 

 

What does pruning help keep in check in our lives? 

 

 

How can we be effective branches  -  John 15:7 

 

What should we do to carry this out? 
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This week at Redeemer 
April 29 – May 5 

 

Monday    

Tuesday  7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 

Wednesday  4:00 p.m. Chapel for After-School & Child Care 

Thursday  8:45 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

Day School & VPK Chapel 

Table Talk 

Friday  
 

 

Saturday  
 

 

Sunday  9:15 a.m. Worship Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Ministries 

Church, School, & Child Care 

Englewood, Florida 

 

Church:  941.475.2410 

School:  941.473.7998 

Child Care:  941.475.2631 

 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Craig Mathews 


