
 

 

 Following Christmas Day Service, Lisa and I whisked 
ourselves away to Chicago to be with our children for a few 
days. Nothing wrong with that, but I failed to submit my 
January newsletter article to the editor. Therefore, I apolo-
gize for my deficiency. What should have appeared in Janu-
ary’s Newsletter I now submit to you for your reading. 
 Concerns arose toward the end of 2009 about the 
number of services we would offer on Sunday mornings. I 
believe in nearly all things, the Lord works through means, 
not only in Word and Sacrament, but also through His peo-
ple. Valid points were brought up in favor of one service 
such as, cost of utilities, not as many volunteers needed for 
ushers and greeters, use of organists, altar guild, pastor, and 
so on. But, perhaps one of the more sensible arguments for 
the movement toward one service was the opportunity for 
all members and associate members to get to know one 
another better, more personally, in the same place at the 
same time. You know what I mean, being able to put a name 
with a face. 
 However, let us consider this: with all the many activi-
ties, functions, and events going on here at Redeemer Lu-
theran Church, is Sunday morning the only opportunity to 
get to know the members and associate members more 
personally? Is the Divine Service to be considered a ‘social’ 
event rather than what it really is: an opportunity and gift to 
get to worship God our Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 We gather together on Sunday morning for Divine Ser-
vice first and foremost to receive the gifts the Lord freely 
gives in the forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. And sec-
ondly, to offer back to Him our tithes and offerings in 
thanksgiving for all the many benefits and blessings He con-
tinually gives daily which includes everything that has to do 
with the support and needs of this body and life. On the one 
hand, the movement toward one service may have had 
some valid points, but they nearly all give the appearance 
that the change would be done out of convenience rather 
than for the spread of the Gospel. On the other hand, it is 
apparent that Sunday morning Divine Services are conven-
iently offered at multiple times for the continued spread of 
the Gospel. Furthermore, they are offered at multiple times 
in order that all of us may come together, receive God’s 
gifts and be thoroughly strengthened and nurtured in the 
one true faith. 
 The change/decrease in the number of Divine Service 
opportunities is probably the largest change that a congrega-
tion could consider. It would certainly do the pastor in if he 
happened to be new to the congregation and were promot-

ing it. A monumental change, 
such as this in itself, can cause a 
number of divisions within a sin-
gle congregation. 
 Because Redeemer offers 
multiple services doesn’t necessarily mean she has two dif-
ferent congregations. The two services are different and 
distinct in the fact that one group of members can be classi-
fied as early risers and the other group of members can be 
identified as those who may enjoy more than one cup of 
coffee in the morning before coming to Divine Service. 
However stated, Redeemer does not have two different 
congregations and she is certainly not a congregation of dif-
ferent doctrines. We all believe, teach, and confess the same 
doctrinal truth as contained in Holy Scripture and the Lu-
theran Confessions. We are all called to the one hope that 
belongs to all who are called, gathered, enlightened, and 
sanctified by the working of the Holy Spirit through the 
hearing of the Gospel; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in 
all (Ephesians 4:4-5). 
 We sometimes find ourselves in turbulent times be-
cause of our sinful human nature. The Christian church 
community is not untouched by this. That is why we live in 
the Church Militant. Yet, we look forward by the promised 
hope of Christ and His Word toward our eternal reign in 
the Church Triumphant. We have a wonderful ministry of 
reconciliation delivered to us through the life, death, and 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The Apos-
tle Paul writes: “All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to Himself and gave us the ministry of recon-
ciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and en-
trusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we 
are ambassadors for Christ, God making His appeal through 
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of 
God” (2 Corinthians 5:18-21). 
 The greatest and most cherished relationships here on 
earth are those we build not only through joyful times, but 
when we build and work together in difficult times. Let us all 
see Christ in one another that we may work together for 
the good of His kingdom here at Redeemer and for the sake 
of the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
In His Service, Pastor Kress 

 Redeemer Reporter 
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“Shall It Be One Or Two?” 
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Pastor  Rev. James Kress 
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    Bill Bowers   
 
OFFICERS 
President   Ron Beaber 
 
Vice Ed Sheahan 
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Assimilation     Pam DeGourse 
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Christian Ed.  Pam Replinger 
 
Elders  Tim Byrne 
 
Human  Care  
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School Board   Bill Bowers 
 
Stewardship     Joe Friess 
 
Youth Jim Wright 
 Lisa Vasallo 
 
Finance Sec’y. Karen Kirkland 
 
Newsletter Leta Stender 
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CLUBS/GUILDS 
Ladies Guild  Carol Sheahan 
  
Men’s Group  Bob Mortenson 
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Society   Sandra Distasio 
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 The Voter’s meeting was today and the issue of one or 
two services was resolved with the result that over 60% of the sur-
veys indicated that our congregation desires that we keep the wor-
ship schedule as it is. There were a lot of very good comments and it was obvious that 
we as a congregation have given this some serious reflection. I believe this is the best 
way to handle proposed changes, with everyone having a chance to reflect on the deci-
sions facing our church and a chance to give input. We also voted to accept the 2009 
Annual Report. If you would like a copy of the 2009 Annual Report or the 2010 
Budget, please call the Church office and we will be sure you get one. 
 The Elders Board have updated their members lists, and letters were sent 
out to inform each member of their assigned Elder and their alternate Elder. You 
should be getting a call from your Elder in the next few weeks to introduce themselves 
to you. 
 January and February have seen a lot of activities with the Kantorei Choir, 
the Evangelism Seminar, the Style Show, the yard sale, pizza night at Ricaldee’s, the 
Comedy Club, and Dancing with the Stars. These activities give us different opportuni-
ties to grow as Christians, help raise money for the Youth, and local charities, and also 
join in Fellowship. 
 I hope everyone has had their pictures taken for the new pictorial directory 
as we are overdue for a revised directory. 
 As we look for ways to take some pressure off our budget, we will try to 
find a way to reduce the cost of insurance for our property insurance and our vehicle 
fleet. Your Council will begin evaluating the need for the bus for church use, and look 
at options to reduce the costs. 
 The Child Care continues to grow in numbers, and adding staff to keep up 
with resignations and meeting quotas. It is a blessing to our church to have such a 
wonderful outreach, run by such qualified leaders. 
 
See you in Church! 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

 
YOUR ELDERS 

Tim Byrne 941-234-2216 
Ron Beaber 941-238-7925 

George Cancellieri 941-961-3079 
Jim Heichelbech 941-830-8640 
Roger Luedtke 941-828-2635 

Joe Carlos 941-255-3354 
Bob Buie 941-735-5615 

Ed Doenges 941-697-2429 
Ron Beaber 
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The deadline for submission of articles for March is Sunday,  February 21st by 6 p.m.   
If you have an article you would like to submit for the newsletter, either e-mail it to 
letastender@gmail.com or place it in the newsletter box in the church office.  Articles 
received after February 21st will be held for the April, 2010 newsletter. 
 
Please be sure to put your name on the article so I can contact you if there are any questions.    
 
Leta Stender 

Newsletter Deadline 

The Ladies Guild welcomed Lori Wright and Lisa Vassallo as new members at our meeting Jan. 6th. 
 
Guest speaker Benny Weaver gave an interesting  presentation on the history of Loveland Center in 
Venice. Loveland was established in 1962 by parents of children with disabilities. A group of ladies are taking a tour of 
the campus Feb. 27th to learn more about this great organization. 
 
Lessie Kirch gave an Epiphany devotion with responsive readings and singing. 
 
Bakeless Bake sale is coming up in Feb. We will decide what to use the proceeds for at the Feb. meeting. Last year the 
proceeds went to child care for a fax machine. 
 
Laura Brooks Memorial service will be held on Friday Feb. 5th at 11:00 AM. Laura was a longtime member of Re-
deemer. She entered Eternal Life on Nov. 8, 2009 shortly after her return to Michigan. Flowers and luncheon expense 
will be covered by the Guild. 
 
The Guild's annual Style Show and Luncheon was a huge success. Tickets were sold out again this year. A big thank you 
to all the ladies who prepared the delicious lunch, the models and to all who helped put this together. The proceeds 
will go to our "Love Gifts". The mission of the Ladies Guild is to provide funds for local and church missions. Your sup-
port is greatly appreciated. 
 
Our next meeting is Wed. Feb. 3rd at 12:30. The Lenten suppers will be in place by the Feb. meeting.  See you there. 
 
Submitted by  Linda Rogers, Ladies Guild Vice President 

Ladies Guild 

FEBRUARY 14TH 

Renewal of Marriage Vows 
Sunday, Feb. 14th at 4 pm 

 
Married members and associate members of Redeemer may participate in the renewal of their marriage vows. If you 
would like to participate, please call the church office indicating your intentions and the number of years you have been 
married. Single members are also welcome to attend so that they may act as witnesses to this blessed occasion. 

Renewal of Marriage Vows 

mailto:letastender@gmail.com
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Christian Support Group 

REMINDER 
Pictorial Directory: This will be done “in-house” and at no cost to members. Those who can walk down to Fellowship Hall are 
asked to have their pictures there. The Assimilation Committee requests all who can do so, to have their pictures taken in January. 
The directory is scheduled to be finished by Easter. Please note that there is one Saturday available. The committee is hoping for 
100% participation. 

 
 
Interesting information from the CLCC Conference based on a survey of 10,000 denominational Christians: 

 Why and how do people choose a church? 
5 % because of the music 
5 % because of Sunday School program 
8 % because of personal relationship with the pastor 
1 % because they walked in, liked what they saw and then stayed 
81 % because of congregational relationships 

     
Submitted by Barbara Bishop, Assimilation Secretary 

Saturday, Feb 6 9:00-11:00 am Fellowship Hall     

Sunday, Feb 21 After 8:00 Narthex Before & After 10:30 Narthex & 

Fellowship Hall 

 Assimilation 

The support group meets the last Wednesday of the month, in the Quiet Room in the church Narthex. Members of Redeemer and 
friends are welcome to attend. 
 
The program for December was in preparation for the New Year.  It was a Candle Ceremony, using one large candle that symbol-
ized Christ as the Light of the World.  From the flame of that large candle the others were lit. 
 
The first candle was for grief,  Through Jesus we can face the pain of grief, and emotion that is so intense.  This candle was in mem-
ory of those we loved and their friendship. 
 
The second candle was for courage.  We are reminded to confront our sorrow, to face situations, to comfort each other, and to 
bring about changes to our life.  Through Him all things are possible. 
 
The third candle was for memory.  To remember the times we laughed, the times we cried, the times we were angry and the silly 
things we did, about the joys that filled our lives. 
 
The fourth candle was for love.  As we enter the New Year, day by day we should cherish the special place in our heart that is 
always reserved for those we love.  We are to remember to reserve a place in our heart for the Lord, who loves us. 
 
The fifth candle was for hope.  It was to remind us that Jesus loves us.  He is our source of hope for now and forever. 
 
We closed with the "Lord's Prayer". 
 
Submitted by Margie Cypher 
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 Stewardship 
Gratitude for God’s Blessings, February 2010 

 

On February 17th we will join Christians around the world in observing the season of Lent.  Lent is a 
deeply spiritual time as we reflect on the tremendous love and sacrifice of Jesus for us so that we might have forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation.  The price of our redemption was overwhelming.  As Dr. Martin Luther said in explaining the second article of 
the Apostles Creed “Jesus, my Lord, has redeemed me a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, 
from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His inno-
cent suffering and death.”  As Jesus Himself said, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends.” (John 15:13 NIV) 

 

Dr. Luther went on with his explanation to state that Jesus made this supreme sacrifice “so that I may be His own and live un-
der Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from 
the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true!” 

 

In Jesus we have been redeemed from all sins, including the sin of selfishly wanting to use all of God’s blessings for our own needs 
and wants rather than using them to His glory and the welfare of our neighbor.  Selfishness is not part of good stewardship! Here 
is a definition of good and godly stewardship:  “God’s redeemed stewards, in cooperation with and encouragement from 
fellow redeemed stewards, freely and joyfully manage all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.” 

 

Lent provides us with an excellent opportunity to reflect on what is really important and worth spending our lives and resources 
on.  During this 2010 season of Lent may God’s Holy Spirit help us to understand that God wants to use us as instruments in His 
hands to touch the lives of others in ways that make an eternal difference.  As we are led to accept this truth we will better un-
derstand what it means to use our time, our skills and talents, and our financial resources in loving and sacrificial ways. 

 

February 14th is Gratitude for God’s Blessing Sunday to kick off our stewardship program for 2010. On or about February 15, 
you will receive a letter, by mail, about your Gratitude for God’s Blessings. Please show your Gratitude by offering your time 
and talent for any of the positions listed on the back of the letter. Return the letter to church at your next visit and place it in the 
Time and Talent box located at the visitor’s desk. 

 

 Also enclosed with the letter will be a Covenant Card. Please complete the Covenant Card for your Covenant of offerings 
this year and place it in the enclosed envelope; then seal it. This is a sealed Covenant between you and God and no one else will 
see it. Please bring your Covenant Card to church on Sunday, February 28, 2010. During the service, we will dedicate our sealed 
Covenant Cards by placing them in a Covenant Box at the Altar. The Covenant Cards will remain sealed and will be returned 
to you at the end of this year for your private review. 

 

What a time of spiritual growth the season of Lent can be for us as we strive to spend our lives and resources on things that 
really matter and last beyond our lifetimes.  God’s redeemed stewards want to make this world a better place because we have 
been here.  May the love and sacrifice of Jesus so impress us that we will want to reach out in loving and sacrificial ways. 
 
“God’s redeemed and maturing stewards do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence 
in all they do.”  

 
Joseph Friess, Stewardship Chairman 
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The 2010 CROP WALK will take place on Saturday, February 27th and will step off from Community Pres-
byterian Church and proceed to Lemon Bay Park and back to the church, a total of 5 miles.  Registration begins at 
8am and the walk starts at 8:30am.  If you cannot be there to take part in the walk you may walk any time prior at 
your convenience and you may also do your walk in shorter segments.  We believe in the honor system. 
 

Proceeds from this year’s CROPWALK, as in past years, will be used to help support worldwide programs 
under the umbrella of Church World Service.  As always, 25% of funds raised go to Englewood Helping Hands 
and the balance to a charitable organization of your choice to be chosen from a list of qualified recipients as desig-
nated by Church World Service.  Englewood Helping Hands maintains a fully stocked food pantry for needy resi-
dents of the Englewood community and also offers referrals and coordination services with food stamps, medicine, 
clothing, rent and utility payments.  Helping Hands is supported throughout the year by many of our members actu-
ally working at the facility and many others donating food and supplies when called upon.  We strongly suggest our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church donors designate LWR (Lutheran World Relief) for the 75% balance of 
their donation. 
 
LWR has an “A” rating from the American Institute of Philanthropy and a high rating of 3 STARS from Charity 
Navigator. Com.  LWR achieved these outstanding ratings because they have a low administrative cost of 5.5%.  
Fundraising cost is 3 cents on the dollar.  This means that over 90% of the funds collected goes directly to the 
causes we support. 
 
Last years effort was very successful and we intend to build on that success and exceed last year’s mark.  This year we 
are looking forward to the full participation of our Youth Group and as many of our members as possible. 
 
You can sign up for the walk on every Sunday beginning January 31st through February 21st in the Narthex.  You can 
sign up as a “Walker” or as a “Donor”.  You may also pledge your donation over the phone at 941-875-6616 or via e-
mail at budandcarol@comcast.net.  In addition we will accept free will donations in the Narthex. 
 
     Submitted by Ed Sheahan    

Crop Walk 

Come One and All!!! 
 

Friday—February 12 
7—9 pm 

 
Live Band 

 
Have the Time of Your Life! 

 
Dance with Our “BIG STAR”!!!! 

mailto:budandcarol@comcast.net
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Lutheran Women In Mission --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  LWML 
We can hardly turn on the TV or pick up a paper without hearing or reading about Haiti.  Our Lutheran Women's Missionary 
League here in FL plans to fund a $5,000 grant to help feed the children in our Lutheran Schools in Haiti who are coming to faith 
and often are  instruments in bringing their families to the knowledge of Christ.  In partnership with the local people at Trinity/
HOPE we can provide a noon meal for these hungry children to discredit the Voodoo teaching that God is unapproachable and 
non responsive to Haitians.  Funds are needed NOW.  The large Mite BOX will be in the Narthex on Sunday, Feb. 7 to receive 
coins for Haiti, also paper money and checks payable to LWML.  Please take a small complimentary mite box for saving coins. 
 
A VOLUNTEER'S PRAYER 
 
I thank thee, Lord, as a volunteer, for the chance to serve again this year. 
To give of myself in some small way, to those not blessed as I each day. 
 
My thanks for health of mind and soul, to aid me ever toward my goal 
For eyes to see the good in all, a hand to extend before a fall. 
 
A smile to show my affection true, with energy plenty the task to do; 
And all I ask, dear Lord, if I may, is to serve you better, day by day.  
 
Volunteers find many avenues of service at Redeemer.   Please come and get acquainted at our Guild/LWML meeting in the Fel-
lowship Hall @ 12:30 on Wed., Feb. 3.  Dessert will be waiting! 
 
Submitted by Vicky Davis 

 

 LAURA BROOKS 
 Laura Brooks, a faithful, long-time member of our Redeemer family en-
tered Eternal Life on November 8th, 2009 at the age of 86. Laura was a true 
friend of the congregation and a close friend to many. She gave generously 
of her time and contributions to the needs of our church. She was well 
known and highly regarded for her absolute honesty and directness, firmly 
standing with her convictions. She will be sorely missed. 
    Laura was born in Detroit, Michigan and was the last survivor of eight 
siblings. In 1946, she married Gordon Brooks who passed away in 1989. 
They had no children and her surviving family consists of her niece Mary Pat 
Mysliewiec and nephews John and Tom Brooks. 
    She retired in 1975 as Services Manager at Detroit Massey Fergusen and lived in Manceleona, Michigan with two to 
six months per year in Florida. In 1992 she made Florida her full-time home. In addition to her many activities at Re-
deemer, she was a driver for FISH for 20 years and a member of the Red Hats and the Elks Club. 
    As her health began to fail, she left Florida in February, 2009 for the Wynwood Retirement Home in Livonia, Michi-
gan where she would be close to Mary Pat and where she resided until she was called by the Lord. 
    A memorial service at Redeemer will be held on February 5th. Memorials may be made to the "Laura Brooks Me-
morial Fund" at Redeemer Lutheran Church. Condolences may be sent to Mary Pat and Joseph Mysliwiec at 20464 
Meadowview Lane, Livonia, Michigan 48152. 
 
Submitted by Avis Stuck 



 

 

 

Dear Ones of Redeemer, 

First of all please forgive the tardiness of this note, not that there is a good excuse, but I missed the cut 
off for the last newsletter because my beloved husband surprised me with the gift of a trip back to our 
hometown of Chicago for Christmas!! That being said, I would like to thank all of you for that blessing 
as it was made possible through all the very thoughtful cards, gifts and prayers that you gave to Pastor 
and me at Christmas!  Also, we enjoyed everyone’s company at the Christmas Eve open house.  It was 
a true joy to have you share in fellowship.  We look forward to the opportunity to hosting you all again in the near 
future.  We are so very blessed by the members here at Redeemer.  You have opened your arms and hearts to us 
and we love you all dearly.   We wish you all God’s grace and mercy in this New Year of grace.   
 
God’s Blessings, Pastor and Lisa 
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Feb. 7 Linda Rogers & Barbara Bishop 
Feb. 14 Lois Webster & Marion Buie 
Feb. 21 Nancy Hall & Betty Foster 
Feb. 28 Vicky Davis & Vickie Fernald 
 
Submitted by Pam DeGourse 

  8:00 
Feb. 7 Nancy & Richard Hall 
Feb. 14 Bob Payne & Barbara Bishop 
Feb. 21 Bob & Marion Buie 
Feb. 28 Joe Friess 
 
  10:30 
Feb. 7 Vicky & Paul Davis 
Feb. 14 Allan & Lois Webster 
Feb. 21 Loretta & Ed Grobe 
Feb. 28 Linda Rogers & Barbara Bishop 
 
Submitted by Pam DeGourse 

 
Greetings! We pray that you had a blessed Christmas and are enjoying the New Year! We had a wonderful time with our 
children Raymond & Hannah who travelled to be with us for the holidays. Raymond has returned to the US now and will 
be training in California with his college swim team for the next couple of weeks before resuming classes at UW River 
Falls. Hannah will be returning to her school in Germany on Monday morning. We continue our French studies here. 
Thanks so much for all your prayers and support! 
 
We are attaching a letter from Hannah who is preparing for a Mission to Greece. (see page 16) 
 
Visit our blog:  http://www.carlostribe.wordpress.com 

 
Living in the Love of Jesus,  Jack & Cathy Carlos, LCMS Missionaries to Guinea, West Africa 

LCMS Missionary 

http://www.carlostribe.wordpress.com
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 HEALING:   
                               Members Henrietta Appold 
 Wilbur Bruce 
 Dick Hughes 
 Bob Johnson 
 Cliff Larsen 
 Gary Lute 

 Clara Mitchell 
 Leona Morrison 
 Bob Mortenson 
 Harriet Payne 
  Herb Petersen 
 Don Plesner 
 Tom Poyer 
 Ashley Schultz 
 Laura Simis 
 Sam Simonson 
 Pastor Thomason 

 Arlene Twombly 
 Lee Vandercook 
 Barbara Wolgast 
 Ronald Woller 
      

 
 Gloria Carlson 
 Evelyn Etheridge 
 Ruth Jansch  
 Ruth Sutley 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS OF COMFORT for family and friends of Ilse Berner who was called 
to her eternal home on January 8th. 
 
PRAYERS OF COMFORT for family and friends of Lydia Sterriker, mother of 
Harv Sterriker who was called to her eternal home on January 9th. 
 
PRAYERS OF COMFORT for family and friends of Charles Keller who was 
called to his eternal home on January 9th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Military Personnel 
 

Friends & Relatives 
Lorraine Agens 
Georgia Bush 
Shirley Chattin 
Lisa Clemens 
Carly DeFeos 
Ruth DeFreeze 
John Denick 
Bruce Gnatkowski 
Debbie Harrison 
Larry Headun 
Glory Herget 
Bill Hillis 
Aaron Hingos 
Barb Hladun 
Tom Holt 
Douglas Johnson 
Heather Johnson 
Justin Johnson 
Howard Kagay 
Rachel Kagay 
Julie Keck 

Rev. Howie Krienke 
Marie Liebl 
Elsie Malecki 
Karen Martel 
Dan Mason 
Joe Manson 
Patrick McCord 
Linda Merisko 
Kaye Ann Nagel 
Judy Nagel 
Mike Pedretti 
Charles Pentecost, Jr. 
Sherrie Rhoades 
Donna Santora-Vovcsko 
Audrey Slusher 
Nancy Sly 
Michael Stio 
Marion Talley 
Phyllis Tucker 
Helen Weishaar 
Andrew Wolgast 
 

R E D E E M E R  R E P O R T E R  

Daniel Anderson 
Adam Buchner 
Eric Byrne 
Kevin Copeman 
Christopher Dutch 
Michael Garza 
Stephen Geib 
Christopher Hankins 
Brian Hollis 
Nathan Hudson 
Brian Jackson 

Jennie Janssen 
Keith Janssen 
Josh Johnson 
Joshua Jones 
Scott Morris 
Jeremy Schaitz 
Steven Siegmundt 
Jeremy Twombly 
Matthew Walenta 
Charles Weishaar 



 

 

P A G E  1 0  

R E D E E M E R  R E P O R T E R  

Happy New Year everyone! The youth group has slowed down some. We had 
a busy end of the year in 2009. However, we still have about 13 in our group 
and hope to keep growing in 2010. 
 
The youth group , Jim & I were not able to do the clean up at the church this month due to very cold 
weather. We will make it up in the next few months, that's for sure. We do have some fundraising going on 
and with your support we hope to do well. We have a comedy night on February 4 @ Visani's in Port 
Charlotte at 8 pm is show time. Tickets are $10 and the ten dollars comes back to the youth group. See 
Lisa or Jim for tickets before Feb. 1st. Also we had a Redeemer night at Ricaldee's restaurant in Englewood 
on January 13. We received 10% of the total sales from 4-8 pm that night, and the owner extended the 
profits to the youth for the month of January. Thank you Al!  
 
On Thursday Jan. 21, I took the youth after Confirmation class to the Englewood beach to collect shells for 
a project. We all had fun watching the sunset and collecting shells. Afterwards we quieted down with some 
pizza from Ricaldee's and Ms. Lisa treated for donuts at Dunkin Donuts. Sunday, January 24 we will be go-
ing to the Dome flea market in Port Charlotte to paint ceramics. That should be lots of fun. 
 
Next month  in February we will be making bracelets and going to see Annie at the Venice theater. The 
children will also be joining the Crop walk on February 27th with Jim Wright, Ed Sheahan, and Rick Vas-
sallo  as chaperones. Also coming up on March 5 th is our Spaghetti dinner. 
 
Thank you & God Bless, Lisa Vassallo 

Youth 

A meeting will be held Wednesday, Feb. 10th at 10 a.m. in the social hall.  All leaders are asked to attend since this 
will be the only meeting this year. 
 
It is VERY IMPORTANT!  Please bring all materials so we can update.  If you can’t attend, please call me at 475-3689. 
 
Submitted by Lessie Kirch 

Caring Network 

During my wife’s illness our family was blessed by the tremendous support that we received 
from the church.  The meals, the visits, the thoughts and prayers all helped us get through this 
most difficult time.  Sharron has now gone on to a much better place where her suffering has 
ended.  On behalf of my whole family, I would like to thank the entire Redeemer congregation.  
May God bless you all! 
 
Dave Schultz 



 

 

Finance 
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2010 Church Actual vs. Budget  
Through January 23, 2010 

 
 Actual Income Income Budget Actual Expenses Expense Budget 

   
 $16,812 $20,961 $10,157 $20,961  

Stephen Ministry began in 1975 by Reverend Kenneth Haugk,  a Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod pastor and clinical psychologist.  Graduating from 
seminary in 1974 he became pastor at St. Stephen Lutheran Church in St. 
Louis, Missouri.  He was looking forward to giving pastoral care to those 
experiencing crisis/challenges in their life.  He soon found that he was 
unable to meet the needs of the all the people and began feeling very frustrated.  Over a cup of coffee with two of his 
seminary friends he discussed his situation.  They began discussing Ephesians 4 "equipping the saints for the work of 
ministry" and realized that God didn't intend for pastors to monopolize ministry.  God gave all his people gifts for the 
ministry of others and pastors needed to equip others to use their gifts in ministry.  Pastor Haugk decided on a plan in 
the coming months.  He recruited nine lay people who had the gift and heart to care for others.  Using his back-
ground in theology and psychology he developed a training program in Christian care giving.  The nine were commis-
sioned in 1975.  Some of their care receivers were a widower, a blind person, a young woman with cancer, a truck 
driver forced to retire early, and an inactive member struggling with faith issues.  Pastor Haugk found the impact was 
immediate and was able to perform his other pastoral duties.  The people that were falling through the cracks were 
now getting the Christian caring that they needed.  The Stephen Ministers were surprised by the spiritual growth they 
received as God worked through them to bring love and caring to others. 
 
Fortunately for Redeemer  Lutheran Church and all the other Christian churches involved in Stephen Ministry the 
story does not end here.  After worship service one Sunday two of the Stephen Ministers cornered Pastor Haugk and 
told him what good stuff the ministry is to all involved.  They wanted him to promise to bring the ministry to other 
Christian churches.  It was a hot, muggy May morning and still wearing his vestments and perspiring from the heat he 
agreed to find a way to bring Stephen Ministry to other churches. (good tactic on the part of the Stephen Ministers). 
 
In November 1975 Pastor Haugk and his wife Joan founded the not-for-profit Stephen Ministries organization in St. 
Louis, Missouri.  Other Christian denominations were brought into the Stephen Ministry training and over a quarter 
of a million in 2000 had been trained in the ministry and that number grows by tens of thousands each year.  Millions 
of people have been touched by God's love throughout the world.  That is the mark of God's doing because from 
nine stories in 1974 , there now are millions of stories and more of the loving, caring, healing ministry.  
 
As Paul states  " I planted the seed, apollos watered it, but God made it grow " .   1 Corinthians 3:6 
 
   Submitted by Carol Carlos 

 Stephen Ministry 
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SCRIP 
FEBRUARY orders for Scrip will be taken at the Ladies Guild meeting on Wednesday, February 3rd, and Sunday, Feb-
ruary 7th, in the church narthex after the 8:00 a.m. service and before and after the 10:30 a.m. service. Orders will be 
returned Sunday, February 14th.  Thank you to everyone who placed orders in January.  
 
MARCH orders for Scrip will be taken at the Ladies Guild meeting on Wednesday, March 3rd, and Sunday, March 
7th, in the church narthex after the 8:00 a.m. service and before and after the 10:30 a.m. service. Orders will be re-
turned Sunday, March 14th.    
 
Scrip is a substitute for money. They are gift cards for every thing from fast food restaurants, food stores, depart-
ment stores, gasoline, office product stores and even hotels, cruises and many more. Every month we have an up-
dated list on the desk in the Narthex. Everyone who is interested should pick up a copy and at least see what is avail-
able.  
 
The percentage the Ladies Guild makes is based on the scrip orders for the month. This percentage is then applied 
to our mission projects. Your support is appreciated. Thank you, Scrip Chairperson, Sybil Grahl. 

 
What Is Scrip?  

Scrip is a term that means “substitute money”.  When you purchase scrip, you’re purchasing negotiable gift certifi-
cates and prepaid cards that are used just like cash. You can use scrip to purchase everyday expenses like food, 
clothing, and other essentials, and with every purchase, you earn revenue for our organization. 
 
How scrip generates revenue for you 

The Great Lakes Scrip Center acts on behalf of churches, schools and other non‑profit organizations to purchase 
large amounts of scrip from grocery stores, department stores, and other retailers. Because the scrip is purchased 
with cash up front, the participating retailers offer a substantial discount. Our organization buys the scrip from Great 
Lakes Scrip Center at a discount, and re-sells the certificates to families like yours for full face value.  The discount ‑ 
from two to fifteen percent or more –  is our organization’s revenue. 
 
Scrip is "shopping cart fundraising” 
Scrip is a popular fundraiser because families don’t have to sell anything. Organization members produce revenue by 
making regular household purchases they would make anyway. Groceries, clothing, toys, gifts, even gasoline can be 
purchased with scrip.  
 
Find Out More 
Ask your scrip coordinator listed below for the latest participating retailer list. Then put your shopping dollars to 
work for our organization!   Contact: Sybil Grahl 941-475-0263. 
 
Submitted by Sybil Grahl 
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Bible Lessons 

Chapel is on Mondays at 
3:45 

Jesus Chooses 12  
Disciples 
Matthew 4:18-22 

 

God calls Abraham 
Genesis 12:1-5 

 

Jesus is Baptized 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Jesus Teaches about 
Birds/Flowers 
Luke 12:22-24,27-28,31-32 

 

 
 [Jesus says,] “Love one 

another.” 
John 13:34 

 

 

If you would like to volun-
teer to come in and read 
the Bible story please call 
Wendy.  

Birthdays 
Olivia 2-3 

Ariana 2-12 
Kaitlyn 2-14 

Madison 2-17 
Hajnalka 2-20 
Amelia 2-21 

Jacqueline 2-24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who do-
nate to the Angel Fund. 
The Angel Funds are help-
ing to pay tuition for 9 
Families who are enrolled 
at the Child Care Center. 
 
Thank you for all the pa-
per products and snacks 
that are donated every 
month. The children enjoy 
the snacks! 
 

What We Are 
Learning 

Feb. 1-5 Transportation 

 

Feb. 8-12 Travel 

 

Feb. 15-19 Celebrations 

 

Feb. 22-26 Spring 
 

Needed Supplies 

 

Snacks, Batteries, Paper 
Towels, Bleach, Baby 
Wipes & craft supplies. 
 

Events 

 

The children and Staff of 
Redeemer Lutheran Child 
Care will be getting the 
H1N1 flu shot in Febru-
ary. The Health Depart-
ment will visit our school 
on Feb 3, 2010. 
 

Submitted by: Wendy Horvath 

February Newsletter  
Enrollment is 80 Children 

Redeemer Lutheran  

Child Care & After-School 



 

 

The Sunday School is in full swing with the Winter lesson series, we began in 
December with the lesson of John the Baptist foretold and continued thru the 
Christmas season with the Birth of Jesus and into the Epiphany season with  Je-
sus teaching in the temple as a boy and moves forward into the Life of Christ 
and His miracles throughout the Epiphany season and into the first 2 weeks of 
Lent.    
 
The Sunday School children took part in the Christmas program on December 
16, 2009.  The older children were involved with the speaking parts and the lit-
tle ones sang and some held the flags as they proclaimed the programs theme “Savior of the Nations”.   A 
special thanks to our Sunday School teachers, Carole Vovcsko, Miranda Leschke, Lisa Vassallo, and Bill Bow-
ers for helping the children learn their songs and readings.  
 
On December 20 2009, we had lots of fun with the Sunday School Christmas breakfast, Mr. Bowers read the 
story of Jesus to us and we had lots of treats and celebrated the Birth of Christ.  Thanks to all who donated 
breakfast for this special occasion, including Pam Replinger, Bill and Joan Bowers, Lisa Vassallo, and Barb Duff.  
 
Please keep the Sunday School children and her staff in your daily prayers. It is our prayer that more children 
will come to Sunday School to learn about Jesus and His love for us, His children.  If you are so moved, the 
Sunday School would appreciate and accept donations for snacks!  Thank you all for your prayers and sup-
port of the Sunday School.   
 
Lisa Kress 

Sunday School 
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Style Show 
The 17th annual Redeemer Ladies Guild/LWML Style Show and Luncheon was held January 22,  2010. This 
year we tried something. different. We featured clothing from two different consignment shops, Cape Haze 
Consignment, our own Barbara Duff, owner and GirliemanChic@Dearborn, Edie Walsh, manager.  We are 
pleased to report the show was a success. 
 
It was a team effort and we would like to express our appreciation and thanks to everyone who helped 
make it possible. 
 
(See pictures on page 17) 
 
Submitted by Sybil Grahl 
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Outreach 
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.” Matthew 28:19 
 
The Reverend Wallace Schulz coming to Redeemer 
 
The Rev. Wallace Schulz will be preaching here at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church on Sunday, Feb. 7th at both Divine Services. He will also make an 
evangelism presentation in the afternoon of Saturday, Feb. 6th in Fellowship 
Hall. The presentation is open to everyone. 
 
Rev. Schulz served as associate Lutheran Hour speaker from 1977 to 2002. Born and raised in Parkston, 
South Dakota, he attended Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebraska, and Concordia Seminary in 
Springfield, Illinois.  
 
Before becoming associate speaker for The Lutheran Hour, Rev. Schulz served on the faculty of Concor-
dia College in Ann Arbor, Michigan, was assistant pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Sioux City, Iowa, 
and was on the staff of Concordia College, River Forest, Illinois. Schulz has participated in several World 
Congresses on Evangelism, and in 1986 he received the Ellis Island Medal of Honor for his distinguished 
service to humanity. 
 
A former LCMS vice president, Rev. Schulz has spent a great deal of time overseas, doing the work of an 
evangelist – one who presents the Gospel of Christ primarily to the unsaved in words that the man of 
the street can understand. 
 
Rev. Schulz continues to proclaim the Gospel in the United States and more than a dozen other coun-
tries by writing and editing the highly-acclaimed Good News Magazine. Good News is a popularly-
written magazine that introduces new Christians to the foundations of the Lutheran faith: Scripture and 
the Lutheran Confessions. Rev. Schulz’ ability to simply but powerfully explain Scripture also strengthens 
lifelong Lutherans’ faith and understanding. 
 
Dearly Redeemed, Rev. Schulz knows a thing or two about the Gospel, evangelism, and reaching the 
lost. It would be in our best interest to welcome Rev. Schulz with a wonderful attendance for his Satur-
day presentation and then bring a friend (again) on Sunday to hear this dynamic preacher. 
 
Appeal for New Members for Outreach Board 
 
We have a lot of work planned for the coming year, but our workers are few. We need help! We also 
need a member to act as chairperson for this very important part of Christ’s Church. You don’t have to 
be professionally trained to serve on this board. You are baptized. You are equipped. There are lots of 
ways to help. Please prayerfully consider serving our Lord in this area in which God’s kingdom may in-
crease. With God all things are possible. Call Pastor Kress at 475-2410. Our meetings are on the first 
Wednesday of each month, at 10:00 a.m. 
 
In His Service, Pastor Kress 
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Redeemer Lutheran Church 
6970 Mineola Road 
Englewood, FL 34224 
 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
6465 Mayport Rd. 
Englewood, FL 34224 
 
Rev. James Kress 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We, the members of Redeemer Lutheran Church are  
called into the service of our Lord by accepting His  
command (Matt. 28: 18 – 20): 

• Making disciples of all nations/peoples 
• Baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son,  
 and the Holy Spirit 
• Proclaiming the Gospel and teaching the Word 

Christ’s love for us and our love for Christ compels us  
to serve our Sisters and Brothers as He served us. 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 

 September – May 8:00  & 10:30 am 
 June - August  9:15 am 
 Communion First & Third Sundays 
         

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
  
 September - May 9:15 am 
 June - August 10:30 am 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  9:15 AM 

Church Phone:  941-475-2410 

 




