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All of our teachers and staff have returned: Nicole
Hopkins, Sarah Peirman, Pam Cataloni, Caitlin Tilton, and
Catalina Bakas. There is one necessary change with our
staff. Pam was hired last year in a part-time role. This year we have given her a fulltime schedule. The teachers returned on August 2 to prepare the classrooms for
education.
A Parent/Teacher Open House was conducted Thursday, August 5. The students were
able to sit at their desk and with the remarkable help of Debby Buel and Paige van der
Veken the students enjoyed an educational craft activity while the parents and
teachers met to review policies, procedures, and other protocols.
We are thankful for the hard working volunteers of our School Board who give their
time, talents, prayers, and guidance toward the increase of God’s kingdom through
the ministry of Redeemer Lutheran School. The entire school community of teachers,
students, and parents continue to pray and wait patiently to see activity on the
church’s property soon.
“Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. Lead me in your truth
and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long.” –
Psalm 25:4-5

In Christ our Savior,
Rev. Jim Kress
School Administrator
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BACK TO SCHOOL (CONT’D)

REDEEMER LUTHERAN SCHOOL
Students, Teachers, and Staff
2021-2022 Academic School Year
Kindergarten (3)
Brandon Engell, Jr.
Ian Kaufmann
Gabrielle McCaughey
First Grade (7)
Jaxon Benner
Gavin Bryck
Kayley Cornish
Bradlee Fonseca
Talen Garrett
Myah Hooper
Pina Kirshberger
Second Grade (3)
Leland Nine
Lilyana Rivera
Mackenzie Shellhammer
Teachers & Staff
Teachers: Nicole Hopkins
Sarah Pierman
Pamela Cataloni
Rev. Jim Kress

Third Grade (6)
Christopher Amo
Belicia Engell
Rylee Hayes
Jacob McCaughey
Samantha Morris
Aiden Phelan
Fourth Grade (5)
Addison Bryck
Abigail Cataloni
Lola Cornish
Brian Felker
Liam Nine
Fifth Grade (2)
Khloe Cornish
Violet Hopkins
Staff: Catalina Bakas – Athletics
Caitlin Tilton – Music

Sunday Morning Bible Class:

Beginning Sunday, May 30, after the 9:15
a.m. service, (approximately 10:45 a.m.) Pastor Kress will be leading a Bible
Study called, “God’s Law and Gospel.” Some of the goals and topics are:
• to refresh our understanding of the three purposes of the Law;
• to review how Law and Gospel relate to Christians as both sinners and saints;
• to appreciate the proper work of both the Law and the Gospel in the life of
the believer.
Please indicate your intention to attend the Bible Class and sign up on the list on the Visitor’s Desk in
the narthex. We want to make sure to provide enough workbooks for all attendees. Even if you are
not sure yet – we encourage you to try it out.

Wednesday Morning Table Talk:

Join us in the Church Narthex on Wednesday mornings at
10:00 a.m., to gather with Pastor Kress around tables to talk theology, ask a wide range of interesting
questions, and witness our own theology shaped by the Word of God. No one is required to know everything about anything. If you have questions or are interested in listening in on our Table Talk, you
are welcome to join us in some engaging and thought-provoking conversations.
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At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith
in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis provides a helpful
reminder, by way of analogy, for the foundation of
stewardship. He wrote:
“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of
moving your limbs from moment to moment, is given
you by God. If you devoted every moment of your
whole life exclusively to His service you could not
give Him anything that was not in a sense His own
already. So then, when we talk of a man doing
anything for God or giving anything to God, I will tell
you what it is really like. It is like a small child going
to its father and saying, ‘Daddy, give me sixpence to
buy you a birthday present.’ Of course, the father does,
and he is pleased with the child’s present. It is all very
nice and proper, but only an idiot would think that the
father is sixpence to the good on the transaction. When
a man has made these two discoveries God can really
get to work. It is after this that real life begins. (128–
129).”

This is the first thing we are given to confess about
stewardship, and it has to do with ownership. God owns
everything, and we are simply managers – stewards –
acting on His behalf. This is true not only of all that we
have in this life (Deut. 8:17–18) but also all that we are in
this life (1 Cor. 6:20).
The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or
managers, of what belongs to God, entrusted to make use
of it according to His will, there is an expectation of
responsibility and accountability. For the Lord said,
“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be
required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they
will demand the more” (Luke 12:48b). And from this
comes blessing and reward: “Well done, good and faithful
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you
over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt.
25:21).
We have everything we need to support this body and life
from our God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy,
without any merit or worthiness in us. We have everything
we need for our spiritual life also from His merciful hands.
On account of the sacrifice of His Son, our Lord Jesus,
through the preaching of the gospel and the administration
of the sacraments, we have the forgiveness of sins, eternal
life, and everlasting salvation delivered to us with absolute
certainty that it is ours – not as stewards but as sons (Gal.
4:1–7). Let us then, as His own sons, press all that He gives
to us into the service of His church and to His glory.
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Lisa Kress

WE DON’T WANT TO RETURN TO NORMAL (CONT’D)

Treasurer’s Report
As of July 31, 2021

INCOME
EXPENSES

YEAR TO DATE

JULY

$ 140,942
136,853

$21,981
17,279

4,089

4,702

Respectfully submitted,
Jean Clappe-Mixell

Altar Guild Schedule
Date

Set-Up

Clean-Up

Catalina Bakas

Mike & Colette Nagel

Sunday, Sept 12th

Lisa Kress

Tim & Kay Matheny

Sunday, Sept 19th

Steven Dannewitz

Rob Tilton

Sunday, Sept 26th

Mindy Duncan

Joyce Schneider/
Jean Cote

Sunday, Sept 5th

PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY
We sure could use some help on our Property
Appreciation Days every month. There is outside work to
do and cleaning and dusting that needs done inside the
Church. If you can help, please come to the church and
we will put you to work.
Our next Property
Appreciation Day is Saturday, September 18th at 8:00
am.
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PASTORAL LETTER FROM ICU TO YOU

Pastoral Letter From ICU to You
“I will speak of your goodness, all day long I will speak of your salvation.” -Psalm 71:1
I have been publicly preaching and teaching the Word for almost twenty years. Speaking the Gospel is my profession, my calling, my daily life. But one day I woke up with no
voice. I had been intubated. I was on a ventilator. I had undergone a tracheostomy. I was
connected to a life support machine known as ECMO. While the world moved on, I was
still in a hospital bed for over six weeks fighting for my life. I was mostly sedated and unconscious through most of my battle with Covid pneumonia.
When I finally “came to” and was semi-alert, the first thing I realized was that my voice
was gone. I couldn’t really talk. I also couldn’t move a muscle. Literally. I could not roll
over in bed and I could barely lift up my arms. I've had to learn how to do everything all
over again. Stand up. Sit down. Brush my teeth. Use a spoon. Write. Type. Climb the
stairs. There was a hole in my heart.
But what bothered me the most was that there was a hole in my throat, from the tracheostomy. Daily I was reminded of this new reality when it was cleaned and bandaged - no
matter how hard I tried to forget. Even when I finally went home my superhuman wife
Jaki continued to care for the wound. Talk about being married for "better or worse."
In time, no voice has turned into a whisper, and with more time the whisper has turned
into a hoarse voice. As of this writing, I am still more or less at that point. The medical
folks say in time my voice will hopefully come back. But in those dark moments of the
night, literally and figuratively, when I’m all alone, I wonder if it will ever truly come
back.
So while I was still in bed, this familiar verse always came to mind: “Be still and know
that I am God.”
I have had a lot of time to be still and think during my hospitalization and convalescence. I couldn’t do much else and I’m still limited. Being left with your thoughts can be
a tortuous time, I can assure you of this fact! But it can also be a blessing, I can equally
assure you of this fact. In the end, I want to reassure you that it was more of a blessing
than a curse. I also want to remind you of what you already know from the Word. The
goodness of God even in bad times! The goodness of God even in ICU.
If anyone ever told you while you were in ICU to “rest up,” they have never been in
ICU. Every hour it seems someone comes into the room poking you and prodding you.
Taking medicines, taking x-rays, taking vitals.
So, during the night I was often awake left to wrestle with God like Jacob. I never got
angry with God. I never asked, “Why me?” But I wrestled with God over many things.
One was my voice. Or lack thereof.
But back to the time left alone with God to think. One question was my voice in general,
but more specifically what made a pastor’s voice unique? What makes the pastor’s voice
different from other voices?
Here is the answer. “The only thing a pastor has to say is what God has to say.” This
quote is from Dr. Steven Lawson, Teaching Fellow for Ligonier Ministries.
Point? The Word of God is different in a unique way. It’s the reason why the pastor
(Continued on page 6)
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PASTORAL LETTER FROM ICU TO YOU (CONT’D)

preaches in a pulpit, wears an alb, and dresses in a clerical collar. Signifying that this
Word proclaimed is no mere word of man, but He speaks the Word of God.
The bottom line between human language and a divine message?
You and I can only describe things with our words. God’s word actually makes things.
It has power. I can tell you not to worry. But in the end, that doesn’t mean much. When
Jesus says, “Cast all your cares on me for I care for you,” He actually makes that happen.
Recall the Creation story! When God spoke His Word He did not just describe light but
created light. When God spoke He didn't just report about the water below and the sky
above, He placed the fish and stars in their ordained place and space. When God spoke it
wasn't just a chronicle of the earth, He filled the world with a creation fearfully and wonderfully made - including you.
God’s Word does what it says. It transforms us and makes us saints from sinners. It renews, restores, and reconciles. It resurrects! On the last day, Jesus will stand over your
grave and speak a word of Life. You and all those in Christ will be made new again!
This is what makes the Word of God so special. It creates! Life from death. It makes
certain defeat, undeniable triumph. It makes our lowly bodies to be like His resurrected
body.
In my toughest hours of uncertainty this was my hope. God can make all things new!
His living Word I have preached with a loud voice for almost two decades, but only when
I was silenced in ICU did I really begin to understand this promise of how the Word actually works and what makes this Word so special. Speaking on our own we can only describe, when God speaks He can create beauty.
I found it ironic one day when I was in the hospital, that while I looked at myself in the
mirror, that the hole from the trach - now scar - is in the exact same place where the white
tab of the clerical collar rests on my neck.
It was never my frail voice. It is never your feckless voice. It was and is and will always
be the voice of the Living God who created and makes new again. This is what we proclaim as witnesses. New beginnings. Either new beginnings for a gracious season here in
this life for a few more fleeting moments, or the eternal beginning for life everlasting.
When you look in the mirror at yourself at home and look at the pastor preaching the
Word in your church home - remember something special is happening - God is alive and
active and making you a new creation!
To God be the glory.
Rev. Michael Ahlemeyer
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Wow! I didn’t know that! LCEF (Lutheran Church Extension Fund) Pondering Points
Did you know that LCEF:

•
•
•
•

Was started over 100 years ago?
Benefits Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod congregations, workers, and Recognized Service
Organizations?
Offers many different investment options, all with competitive interest rates?
Has helped Redeemer Lutheran Church, School, and Child Care grow and expand?

Less than 5% of LCMS members are LCEF investors, but you can help change that! You can help
expand ministry opportunities within our synod and congregation with just a small investment.
Prayerfully consider becoming an investor with Lutheran Church Extension Fund. For more information, visit LCEF.org.

The deadline for the October Newsletter is September 18th.
PLEASE have all your submissions sent to patchas123@gmail.com
OR drop them off at the church office by the date indicated above. Thank You!
August/September 2021 Page 7

Redeemer Lutheran Church, School & Child Care

PRAYERS
SHUT-INS: Susan Jahns, Rita Kaufmann,
Dorothy Sinowetski, and Sally Zierdt.
HEALING for Members: Neva Aldene, Wila
Bockstahler, Bill Bowers, Sr., Tom Curry,
Kathryn Demma, Ed & Jan DeTrow, Charlie
& Pat Finkenbine, Don Garay, Mike & Judy
Guastella, Jane Harty, Mark Horvath, Marva
Jonas, Sandi Libke, Chuck Malecki, Ken
Mielke, Lillian Miles, Glenn Mossner, Enid
Muhme, Tom & Sue Poyer, Carol Spooner,
Caitlin Tilton, Bob Varone, and Pauline
Vickey..
FRIENDS & RELATIVES: Michelle
Bernard, Grace Blum, Bill Bowers, Jr., Mary
Brissette, Dennis Burchell, Georgia Bush,
Diane Carr, Pat Carroll, Sally Chambers,
Esther Clapham, Bobbett Clark, Donna
Connors, Lisa Copeman, Donald Cornish,
Martin Cressman, Molly Criely, Renee
Dempsey, Irene DiTommaso, Barb Dumeah,
Stan Elenbaas, Lori Elliott, Bruce Everson,
Donna Fancher, Darla Finkenbine, Gerald and
Mary Fischer, Marla Flores, Sybil Fuchs,
Manual Galan, Liam Garland, Aeson Garrett,
Zeke Garrison, Barbara George, Sandra
Gettings, Vinnie Giannola, Ken & Sandry
Gittings, Nancy Gleis, Shelley Roedel Gutz,
Mikayla Hacksunda, Marlene Hagen, Jake
Harper, Haley Harris, Debbie Harrison, Dennis
Hegarty, Claudette Hendershot, Glory Herget,
John Hill, Robin Hincman, Roger Hinzmann,
David Hirtle, Linda Holt, John Hunter, Linda
Hunter, Chelsea Hutchinson, Stanley & Lynne
Jablonski, Larry Jackson, Bill Jaquest, Heather
Johnson, Rachel Kagay, Daniel & Michelle
Kalstrup, John Kearns, Parker Kern, Elizabeth
Lynn Klopfenstein, Bill Kress, Sr., Nancy

Lake, Stacey Lampert, Ray Likowski, Janet
Lixey, Liam Madden, Joe Manson, Dave
McMullan, Dominic Miretti, Pete Mogg, Jane
Moore, Mike Morrissey, Mike Moyer, Philip
Muhme, Ron Mullins, Esther Murphy, Bill &
Jean Nesbitt, Riley Emilia Paquette, Charles
Pentecost Jr., Topper Pfeiffer, Bill Pinkston,
Rob Powers, John Purdy, Mary Raines, Joyce
Redding, Elaine Reebe, Rod Rohrbach, Paul
Rollo, Becky Rurade, Penny Russell, Sandra
Scheel, Ed Sheahan, Nancy Sly, Rev. Mark &
Laurie Steinke, Don Stewart, family & friends
of Jim Straub, Juliette Renee, Charles Tolley,
George Vespa, family & friends of Robert
Vickey, Jim & Judy Wahl, Steven Walker,
Shannon Wallace, Christy Wallace, Helen
Weishaar, Gene & Donna Wensel, Gordan
Winkel, Wava Zeitlow, and Martha Zimpfer.

Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky,
Michael Broughton, Joseph Garay, Brian
Jackson, Jonathan Koen, and Charles D.
Weishaar.

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family
members and friends. If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call
Pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we may either keep
or remove their name. Thank you!
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CHILD CARE
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Rainforest Explorers VBS July 12-16 2021
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REDEEMER SCHOOL
We are so excited to be back together for the 2021-2022 school year! The first few weeks always
bring so much excitement as we prepare for new learning and a new group of students to come in.
We have 10 new students this year and 26 altogether. We as teachers spent some time working together to decorate our classrooms. This year, we are once again blessed with an extra space for
learning as our school continues to grow. This space is used in a variety of ways, but it is the main
classroom for our Kindergarten and First Grade students. It is also being used for small group learning, computers, a listen-to-reading center, guided reading groups, and another place for students to
work. The students and families came to school the week before school started to meet the teachers
and see the classrooms. Mrs. Debby and Mrs. Paige did some projects with the kids and helped
them set up their pencil boxes. We are so grateful to them for their help that evening! Despite the
changes that have come from being in school during a pandemic, we are loving the opportunity to
be here in person. We are excited to have Kindergarten through 5th Grade in our class this year. It’s
been a wonderful few weeks of getting back together. We have started off the school year getting to
know our new students, connecting with friends after being apart for the last several months, and
launching our learning for the year.
Pastor is doing Bible lessons with our class each morning. We have also started a weekly
Chapel service up at the church. Chapel is held with VPK and our older students are wonderful
Chapel Buddies to the younger kids in VPK. This year students are also memorizing one Scripture
verse a week. Our first week memory verse is Matthew 7:12a. We read a story called “Do unto Otters” and discussed the Golden Rule that states: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto
you.” (Matthew 7:12a) When we finished the story, students made an otter to decorate our class bulletin board. They also wrote sentences and paragraphs about ways that they could have good manners and how they will treat others.
We have begun our Specials classes as well: PE, Art, Music, and Library. PE has been learning
basic skills such as stretching, warming up and cooling down, and jumping rope. Students have also
been playing games like Simon Says to test their listening skills while also getting their bodies moving. For Art, students worked on projects to decorate our class bulletin boards in each classroom.
Kindergarten to 2nd made themselves into a safari person to decorate the rainforest-themed room. 3rd
-5th grade made flowers out of recycled water bottles to go on a bulletin board in their tropicallythemed classroom. Mrs. Caitlin is back to teaching Music and had a great first week of Music class!
We are so grateful for her taking on this role to serve and teach our kids. We also started Library
and students got to experience riding to the library and checking out books with their own library
cards.
Kindergarten and First Grade has also started a program called ABC Bootcamp to review their
letters and sounds at the beginning of the year. They learn a letter and sound each day, as well as
brainstorm on a circle chart words that begin with the letter of the day. When they finish each letter,
they make a hat to go with the letter of the day. They have done A-F so far and made various hats:
apple, bee, castle, donkey, elephant, and frog. When we finish this program, students will complete
an ABC Bootcamp Fashion Show. We look forward to completing this program while we have fun
reviewing our letters and sounds.
We are sure starting to settle into our school year and have enjoyed the first few weeks together. It’s an exciting time and it’s sure to be a wonderful year. Thank you again to all the church
members that donated school supplies to help out our students and families. It was appreciated and
the parents were so surprised and very grateful. We as teachers are very thankful to have such great
support from our church family. We are looking forward to a great year!

“So, in everything, do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”
Matthew 7:12a
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REDEEMER SCHOOL
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PUZZLE
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH,
SCHOOL & CHILD CARE
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Englewood, FL 34224

REV. JAMES T. KRESS, SR.
Pastor
Church/School Phone:
941-475-2410
Church Fax: 941-475-9726

Email: redeemerfl@gmail.com

Child Care Phone: 941-475-2631
Email: redeemerchildcare@gmail.com

REDEEMER REPORTER
Published monthly for members, associate
members and visitors of Redeemer Lutheran
Church. Redeemer is a member congregation of
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. (LCMS).

WORSHIP SERVICES:
Divine Service: 9:15 and 11:00 am
Bible Class: Sunday, 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School: temporarily postponed

The Redeemer Lutheran Church, School & Child Care Family are called into the service of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by His command (Matthew 28:18-20) to:
Disciple all nations, that is, all people;
Baptize in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit;
Proclaim the Gospel
and teach His Word
in its14
truth and purity; and
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Never be ashamed of
the Gospel—it
is Church,
the power
of God
unto salvation
(Romans 1:16).
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