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In our home we have a small breakfast nook containing a small 
coffee bar and a small breakfast table. On that table are three books: 
The Lutheran Study Bible, the Lutheran Service Book, and the 
Treasury of Daily Prayer. Almost every day, with the exception of 
Sunday, we begin our day at that table reading, singing, and 
praying. At that table, we also enjoy some good coffee and 
nourishment for our body. All of these things are food for both the 
body and the soul. I believe there is no better way to begin the day, 
unless you add some exercise, such as, walking, running, or biking, 
to go along with it. 

Recently, Lisa and I read a brief writing from Dr. Martin 
Luther’s Large Catechism regarding the First Table of the Ten 
Commandments. He writes: 

“Let me tell you this, even though you know God’s Word 
perfectly and are already a master in all things: you are daily in 
the devil’s kingdom [Colossians 1:13-14]. He ceases neither day 
nor night to sneak up on you and to kindle in your heart unbelief 
and wicked thoughts against these [first] three commandments. Therefore, you must always 
have God’s Word in your heart, upon your lips, and in your ears. But where the heart is idle 
and the Word does not make a sound, the devil breaks in and has done the damage before we 
are aware [Matthew 13:24-30]. On the other hand, the Word is so effective that whenever it 
is seriously contemplated, heard, and used, it is bound never to be without fruit [Isaiah 
55:11; Mark 4:20]. It always awakens new understanding, pleasure, and devoutness and 
produces a pure heart and pure thoughts [Philippians 4:8]. For these words are not lazy or 
dead, but are creative, living words [Hebrews 4:12]. And even though no other interest or 
necessity moves us, this truth ought to urge everyone to the Word, because thereby the devil 
is put to flight and driven away [James 4:7]. Besides, this commandment is fulfilled and this 
exercise in the Word is more pleasing to God than any work of hypocrisy, however brilliant. 
– Large Catechism I 100-102 

These words from the pen of Dr. Luther amaze me. Why? Well, as many of you know, every 
year I provide Confirmation instruction to children from as early as the Fourth Grade all the way 
through the Eighth Grade. Instruction is also given periodically throughout the year to adults who 
desire to learn more about the Christian faith and wish to become members of Redeemer Lutheran 
Church. However, the purpose of learning these principal parts isn’t to merely read them and then 
chuck them to the side as though you finished reading a text book or novel. These principal parts 
[Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, Holy Baptism, Confession & Absolution, and 
the Lord’s Supper], are to be learned and lived each and every day of your life until Christ returns 
on the Last Day. 

The instruction of children and adults always begins with the first part of the six chief parts of 
(Continued on page 2) 
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RECOGNIZING THE FIRST TABLE FIRST (CONT’D) 

the Small Catechism – the Ten Commandments. The First Table is taught in a simple way as 
follows: 

The First Commandment 

You shall have no other gods. 

What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 

The Second Commandment 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, 
use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, 
praise, and give thanks. 

The Third Commandment 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise 
preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 

Although no one can keep these or any of the other commandments in the Second Table 
perfectly, God the Father sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to keep these and all commandments for 
us. All those who have faith in Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit willingly strive to 
keep all the commandments in the First and Second Tables. 

The Lord God gives His people, you and me, careful instruction saying, “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these 
words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise.” – Deuteronomy 6:5-7 

Sadly, this is not done in homes and among families. The thoughts and actions of husband 
and wife, father and mother are filled with worldly things, temporal things, things of the flesh, 
things that are not beneficial for salvation. Their action only leads to destruction and separation 
– eternal separation – from God. 

How then can children and the coming generations know God and the eternal blessings He 
promises them? 

At the conclusion of Dr. Luther’s Small Catechism there is a very important note. It reads: 
“These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of 
purpose by the venerable and devout Dr. Luther for both the young and old. Let each one pay 
attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Galatians in chapter six: ‘Do 
not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.’” 

Is there a path toward change? YES! It starts with REPENTANCE!! Repentance is a fruit 
of faith. Do you have faith in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, even if it’s very little or 
even a weak faith? Then you have faith that produces repentance.  

Acknowledge your sin against God and your neighbor. Have a fervent desire to receive that 
which Jesus died on the cross to give you – forgiveness of sin. The assurance of this 
forgiveness is given in His Word and blessed Sacrament. These are received in His holy house. 
Upon receiving this forgiveness you have the assurance that you are reconciled to the Father 
through the life, suffering, death, and resurrection of His Son, and that your relationship with 
Him is renewed and restored. With these gifts you are enabled to live out your life as God’s 
obedient little child and try to do better. 

As mentioned in the first paragraph of this article, Lisa and I begin almost every day at the 
breakfast table, with the exception of Sunday (it’s primarily because I am out of the house by  
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We are looking for long or short term choir members.  

If you only want to commit to Christmas, give us a 

try.  Come make a joyful noise to the Lord. If you en-

joy it (which I bet you will) stay with us for a season.  

Come join us for Christian fellowship, to serve the 

Lord and give back the gift he gave you so freely. 

Contact Collins Sita for more info. 

Choir 

RECOGNIZING THE FIRST TABLE FIRST (CONT’D) 

Sunday Morning Bible Study:  On Sunday, Sept 12, after the 9:15 a.m. 

service, (approximately 10:45 a.m.) we began a new Bible Study into the 
Book of Revelation. Let this study not frighten you as a believing Christian. In 
fact, as a believing Christian, you should be encouraged to attend to see 
God’s magnificent beauty now and will be at the return of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ.  We look forward to seeing as many of you believing Chris-
tians attend this study of an amazing and revealing book of the Bible. 

Wednesday Morning Table Talk: Join us in the Church Narthex on Wednesday mornings at 

10:00 a.m., to gather with Pastor Kress around tables to talk theology, ask a wide range of inter-

esting questions, and witness our own theology shaped by the Word of God. No one is required to 

know everything about anything. If you have questions or are interested in listening in on our Ta-

ble Talk, you are welcome to join us in some engaging and thought-provoking conversations. 

5 a.m.). Although we are not together at the breakfast table on Sunday morning, we do find 
ourselves at another table – the Lord’s Table. We are at the Lord’s Table because of His 
invitation. We are at the Lord’s Table to receive from the Lord Jesus Christ His true body and 
true blood for the forgiveness of sin. We are at the Lord’s Table because in receiving His gifts 
our faith in Him is also strengthened. We recognize the Lord’s Table as an essential and truly 
blessed treasure for our salvation. 

There are many tables of which you know and at which you sit. Recognize and live out your 
faith in Jesus according to the First Two Tables – loving God and loving your neighbor. And 
then allow your faith in the One True God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – given you in the 
hearing of His Word and sealed in Holy Baptism, to place you in the Lord’s house and dining at 
His Table in order to receive the medicine of immortality. I believe there is no greater table on 
earth to be seated. 

A Servant Hungry for the Word, 

Pastor Jim Kress 
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SERVING THE LORD 
 At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith 
in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis provides a helpful 
reminder, by way of analogy, for the foundation of 
stewardship. He wrote:  

“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or 
of moving your limbs from moment to moment, is 
given you by God. If you devoted every moment of 
your whole life exclusively to His service you could 
not give Him anything that was not in a sense His 
own already. So then, when we talk of a man doing 
anything for God or giving anything to God, I will 
tell you what it is really like. It is like a small child 
going to its father and saying, ‘Daddy, give me 
sixpence to buy you a birthday present.’ Of course, 
the father does, and he is pleased with the child’s 
present. It is all very nice and proper, but only an 
idiot would think that the father is sixpence to the 
good on the transaction. When a man has made these 
two discoveries God can really get to work. It is after 
this that real life begins. (128–129).” 

 This is the first thing we are given to confess about 
stewardship, and it has to do with ownership. God owns 
everything, and we are simply managers – stewards – 
acting on His behalf. This is true not only of all that we 
have in this life (Deut. 8:17–18) but also all that we are in 
this life (1 Cor. 6:20).  

 The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or 
managers, of what belongs to God, entrusted to make use 
of it according to His will, there is an expectation of 
responsibility and accountability. For the Lord said, 
“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be 
required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, 
they will demand the more” (Luke 12:48b). And from this 
comes blessing and reward: “Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 
25:21).  

 We have everything we need to support this body and 
life from our God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in us. We have everything 
we need for our spiritual life also from His merciful 
hands. On account of the sacrifice of His Son, our Lord 
Jesus, through the preaching of the gospel and the 
administration of the sacraments, we have the forgiveness 
of sins, eternal life, and everlasting salvation delivered to 
us with absolute certainty that it is ours – not as stewards 
but as sons (Gal. 4:1–7). Let us then, as His own sons, 
press all that He gives to us into the service of His church 
and to His glory.  
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Our Church’s New Mobile App is Here! We’re ex-
cited to announce that Redeemer Lutheran Church 
has upgraded our mobile app. Vanco, our eGiving 
provider, has launched an updated mobile app called 

Vanco Mobile to replace GivePlus Mobile.  

You can download the Vanco Mobile app for free from the App Store or Google 
Play. From there, you can make a one-time donation or set up recurring giving 
right through the app. Just select your fund and amount, enter a payment method 
and complete the donation.  

Online Giving Opportunity: We also offer our members an opportunity to give 
electronically through the Church website. Simply go to www.redeemerfl.com and 
click on the link entitled “Online Giving”. You will then be taken to a page where 
you can make your gift electronically from your checking account. 

You have the option of making a one-time gift without signing in, or, creating an 
account and setting up recurring payments 

PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 

We sure could use some help on our Property 

Appreciation Days every month.  There is outside work to 

do and cleaning and dusting that needs done inside the 

Church.  If you can help, please come to the church and 

we will put you to work.  Our next Property 

Appreciation Day is Saturday, November 20th at 8:00 

am.   

MISCELLANEOUS 

Date Set-Up Clean-Up 

     Sunday, Oct 3rd Rob Tilton Mindy Duncan 

    Sunday, Oct 10th Catalina Bakas Tim & Kay Matheny 

    Sunday, Oct 17th Mindy Duncan Janet Lemesis 

    Sunday, Oct 24th Lisa Kress Mike & Colette Nagel 

    Sunday, Oct 31st Steven Dannewitz Joyce Schneider 

Altar Guild Schedule 
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SHUT-INS: Susan Jahns, Rita Kaufmann, 

Dorothy Sinowetski, and Sally Zierdt.  

HEALING for Members: Neva Aldene, Wila 

Bockstahler, Bill Bowers, Sr., Tom Curry, 

Kathryn Demma, Ed & Jan DeTrow, Charlie 

& Pat Finkenbine, Don Garay, Mike & Judy 

Guastella, Jane Harty, Mark Horvath, Marva 

Jonas, Chuck Malecki, Ken Mielke, Lillian 

Miles, Glenn Mossner, Enid Muhme, Tom & 

Sue Poyer, Caitlin Tilton, Bob Varone, and 

Pauline Vickey.  

FRIENDS & RELATIVES: family & friends 

of Vickie Annable-Nine, Michelle Bernard, 

Grace Blum, Bill Bowers, Jr., Mary Brissette, 

Dennis Burchell, Georgia Bush, Diane Carr, 

Pat Carroll, Sally Chambers, Esther Clapham, 

Bobbett Clark, Donna Connors, Lisa 

Copeman, Donald Cornish, Martin Cressman, 

Molly Criely, Renee Dempsey, Irene 

DiTommaso, Barb Dumeah, Stan Elenbaas, 

Lori Elliott, Bruce Everson, Donna Fancher, 

Darla Finkenbine, Gerald and Mary Fischer, 

Marla Flores, Sybil Fuchs, Manual Galan, 

Liam Garland, Aeson Garrett, Zeke Garrison, 

Barbara George, Sandra Gettings, Vinnie 

Giannola, Ken & Sandry Gittings, Nancy 

Gleis, Shelley Roedel Gutz, Mikayla 

Hacksunda, Marlene Hagen, Jake Harper, 

Haley Harris, Debbie Harrison, Dennis 

Hegarty, Claudette Hendershot, Glory Herget, 

John Hill, Robin Hincman, Roger Hinzmann, 

David Hirtle, Linda Holt, Jim & Laura 

Honeycutt, John Hunter, Linda Hunter, 

Chelsea Hutchinson, Stanley & Lynne 

Jablonski, Larry Jackson, Bill Jaquest, Heather 

Johnson, Rachel Kagay, Daniel & Michelle 

Kalstrup, John Kearns, Parker Kern, Elizabeth 

Lynn Klopfenstein, Nancy Lake, Stacey 

Lampert, Ray Likowski, Janet Lixey, Liam 

Madden, Joe Manson, Dave McMullan, 

Dominic Miretti, Pete Mogg, Jane Moore, 

Mike Morrissey, Mike Moyer, Philip Muhme, 

Ron Mullins, Esther Murphy, Bill & Jean 

Nesbitt, Riley Emilia Paquette, Charles 

Pentecost Jr., Topper Pfeiffer, Bill Pinkston, 

Rob Powers, John Purdy, Mary Raines, Joyce 

Redding, Elaine Reebe, Rod Rohrbach, Paul 

Rollo, Becky Rurade, Sandra Scheel, Ed 

Sheahan, Nancy Sly, Don Stewart, Juliette 

Renee, Charles Tolley, George Vespa, Jim & 

Judy Wahl, Steven Walker, Christy Wallace, 

Helen Weishaar, Gene & Donna Wensel, 

Gordan Winkel, Wava Zeitlow, and Martha 

Zimpfer.  

Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky, 

Michael Broughton, Joseph Garay, Brian 

Jackson, Jonathan Koen, and Charles D. 

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family 

members and friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call 

Pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we may either keep 

or remove their name.  Thank you! 

PRAYERS 
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INSPIRATION 
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CHILD CARE 
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The deadline for the November Newsletter is October 18th. 

PLEASE have all your submissions sent to patchas123@gmail.com   

OR  drop them off at the church office by the date indicated above.  Thank  You! 

REDEEMER SCHOOL 

We have just finished our first month of school. Things are a little different this year. 

We have almost double the amount of kids we did last year. We are utilizing both class-

rooms on a full-time basis, as well as the cafeteria as needed. We are teaching 6 grades 

this year, kindergarten through 5th grade. In order to be able to teach all grades every 

subject, Pastor is not only teaching Bible class but he is also teaching 3rd-5th grade Histo-

ry. It has been a great help. God has given us a great school community that allows us to 

put Him first in all things.  He has opened doors in our school and brought in many new 

students. Students and parents needed another option, and Redeemer Lutheran School 

has become that option. I love that we can provide a Christ centered environment. We 

have many students that need the love of God shown to them. I am reminded of that dai-

ly when they test the waters.  

 In Science, we have been learning about how to investigate God’s world. We 

learned that we live in an orderly world that operates according to a well-designed plan. 

We learned how people need plants to survive and how plants need people. God de-

signed the plants to give us oxygen to breathe and we give the plants carbon dioxide. In 

both 4th and 5th grade we have been learning to identify different plants and flowers. We 

went on a field trip to San Casa. We hiked the trails and had a plant scavenger hunt. We 

collected different leaves from the different plants and used them in our art projects. The 

students always love when we have hands-on learning activities. It’s one thing to look at 

a plant in a book, but it’s another when you get to experience a plant. We were able to 

observe them with magnifying glasses, to feel them, and to smell them. Field trips take 

learning to a different level. It is so great that we are able to take the students out to 

learn.  

 We, as a classroom, like to have special days to make learning fun. September 

19th is international Talk like a Pirate Day. We used this day to learn like pirates. We did 

some pirate creative writing, used large gold coins for counting, learned how to read 

maps, sang pirate songs, and even dressed up like pirates. The kids had so much fun 

they didn’t even know that they were learning.  

 In reading, we read a book called “Spaghetti in a Hot Dog Bun”. The book gave 

me the great idea to have spaghetti in a hot dog bun for lunch. So in cooking class we 

learned how to make spaghetti from scratch. We even picked the basil out of our garden. 

We made spaghetti, garlic bread, salad, and brownies for dessert. The students thought it 

was crazy to eat spaghetti in a hot dog bun. Pastor thought it was a great idea!  

Verse of the week: All scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness. – 2 Timothy 3:16 
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REDEEMER SCHOOL  
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PUZZLE 
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Email:  redeemerchildcare@gmail.com 
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6970 Mineola Rd. 
Englewood, FL  34224 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE 

REDEEMER REPORTER 
Published monthly for members, associate 

members and visitors of Redeemer Lutheran 

Church.  Redeemer is  a member congregation of 

the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. (LCMS). 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES: 

Divine Service:  9:15 am 

Bible Class:  Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School:  temporarily postponed 

The Redeemer Lutheran Church, School & Child Care Family are called into the service of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by His command (Matthew 28:18-20) to: 
Disciple all nations, that is, all people; 

Baptize in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit; 

Proclaim the Gospel and teach His Word in its truth and purity; and 

Never be ashamed of the Gospel—it is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16). 

2021 


