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THE CHILDREN OF GOD AND THE LITURGY
If you find yourself faithfully attending Divine Services at Redeemer you quickly recognize that in the liturgy we tell and retell, in
ritual and in song, the story of God’s plan of salvation for mankind. In so doing, we establish our identity as part of God’s family,
finding our place in the long history of God’s people of which we
and our children have become a member through Holy Baptism.
To gather for this important activity is a duty, that is, a responsibility, not out of compulsion, but in delight and with gladness.
From my own experience as a husband and father, I know that
there are great benefits for a family who shares the liturgy together.
It begins first with recognizing your own need for God and His
gifts freely given in His Word and in His Sacrament. It then continues with a conversation with your child. Not asking the question,
“Do you want to go to church?” No! But with a conversation explaining why attending church is critical to us as His children. This
will help convey the importance of the Divine Service.
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Through your attitude, your child will sense that participation in the liturgy is a joyous opportunity
and a fulfilling experience. Your expectations that your child will participate in liturgy (standing,
sitting, praying, singing, listening, etc.) will speak volumes that say that children, too, are members
of the Body of Christ. Guiding children in worship is a privilege, a joy, and a treasure. It can be accomplished in love for them and in love for God.
So, as a parent, what do I do? Below are some ways you can before, during, and after service engage in conversations with your children about the liturgy.
BEFORE THE DIVINE SERVICE


Talk about expectations on your way to church.



Get a drink and visit the restroom before entering the sanctuary.



Sit where your child can readily see the chancel area and visually participate in the liturgy.
Sitting up front can be very helpful for this.



Point out the pulpit, altar, lectern, organ and communion rail. Discuss how they are used.



Look for colors and symbols in the banners, windows, paraments and other artwork.
(Continued on page 2)
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THE CHILDREN OF GOD AND THE LITURGY (continued)


Explain that they are there to remind us of God’s
love and care.



Find the crosses in the church. Tell your child that
the cross reminds us of Jesus.



Talk about people who help during the service and
mention the jobs they do (pastor, usher, elder, organist, crucifer, acolyte, etc.).
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Collins Sita



Be consistent in your expectations and routines.

Newsletter
Editor



Allow your child to sit in a comfortable manner.



If your child wiggles, avoid fretting: Adults wiggle,
too (especially when hearing the Law)!



Participate joyfully! Your child will model your actions. Don’t worry that your child doesn’t listen to
what you say, know that he or she watches everything that you do.
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Help your child listen for a key word, such as Jesus,
God, love. Look ahead in the readings to discover another word that will be used often today.

Human Care



Involve your child in the Divine Service. Sing together. Fold hands for prayers; stand, sit at appropriate times. Take them to communion with you
that they may receive a Baptismal blessing.

Bob Varone
Lisa Kress
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AFTER THE LITURGY
Greet the pastor at the door. Lift your child to be
at the pastor’s eye level or wait for the pastor to
kneel to your child’s eye level. Encourage your
child to shake hands with the pastor.

Bill Bowers

BOARDS

Make church a warm and loving place to be. Discipline in a kind manner. Demonstrate forgiveness.

Explain what is happening as the service unfolds –
the movement from the Service of the Word towards the Service of the Sacrament. Answer your
child’s questions briefly and accurately.

Wade Duncan

Treasurer





Pat Finkenbine

Men’s Group
Altar Guild
Coffee Hour

Present the pastor with a picture of worship that
your child drew during the offering. This is your
child’s offering to God.
(Continued on page 3)
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THE CHILDREN OF GOD AND THE LITURGY (continued)


Talk about the worship service by men-  Encourage your child to draw a picture for
tioning parts that were especially meanJesus (of worship, of Jesus’ love, of a favoringful to you (the hymn of the day, the serite Bible story) and take this to worship to
mon, Holy Absolution, Holy Communion,
place in the offering plate the following
etc.)
Sunday.



Make a Giving Thanks booklet. Have your
child draw pictures that reflect what God
has done or things for which your child is
thankful. Present the book to your pastor
the following Sunday.



Sing hymns and songs together.

This is not an exhaustive list of things for you
to do, nor are they things you should always
do before, during, and after the Divine Service.
However, they are things you can begin to incorporate into preparing you and your children to faithfully go to church.

Read and reflect on Scripture readings to- And just as a reminder to all members of the
church: You are all children of God. Therefore
gether.
this little newsletter article wasn’t intended
 Pray for the pastor, organist, and others for parents with children, but was also intendwho have led the liturgy. Pray for the con- ed for children loved by God of every age.
gregation and congregation members who
Your Servant in Christ Jesus,
were included in prayers in the worship
Pastor Jim Kress
service.


Treasurer’s April 30, 2019
INCOME
EXPENSES
+/-

ACTUAL
15,794
17,124
(1,330)

YEAR TO DATE
INCOME
70,489
EXPENSES
67,928
+/2,561

BUDGET
14,541
18,246
(3,705)

OVER/UNDER
1,253
(1,122)

58,178
72,861
(14,683)

12,311
(4,933)

Respectfully submitted,
Jean Clappe-Mixell
North Star Bookkeeping LLC

PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY
We sure could use some help on our Property Appreciation Days every month. There is outside
work to do and cleaning and dusting that needs done inside the Church. If you can help, please
come to the church and we will put you to work. Our next Property Appreciation Day is
Saturday, June 15th at 8:00 am.
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A FAITHFUL PASTOR
Following his visit with Redeemer for our 40th Anniversary
celebration, Dr. Peter Scaer posted the following on his Facebook page:

A Faithful Pastor
We all have feet of clay. God has given us talents,
but not all of them. And Lord knows we have our
faults. Which is to say, pastors are people. We aim
to please, but we aren't people pleasers. Our allegiance lies higher.

Such thoughts run through my head as I visit with
pastors, this time, the faithful James Kress. Every
ministry has its ups and downs, its joys and sorrows.
What does a faithful pastor appreciate most? Well,
he's got to put food on the table; most have a family
to take care of. But what really makes his day is a
people with ears open to Christ's word.
And what should people look for in a pastor? We'd
like if he were a dynamic preacher, whatever that
might mean. Who doesn't rock the boat, at least not
too much. I suppose, you could list all the qualities
you'd like, and get your man. Would that be to your benefit?
I don't know. I doubt it. Christ was loved by some, dismissed by others. St. Paul didn't fare well
in Corinth. His members like other pastors better. The prophets? Forget about it. Manage to arrange for manna from heaven, and eventually, they'll turn on you.
So, what do you want in a pastor? Nothing more or less than faithfulness. A pastor who will
speak the truth because he loves you, and because he loves God more.
When I see congregations fighting faithful pastors, I'm left perplexed and saddened. They are
only hurting themselves. Surely, we must bear one another's burdens, and put up with idiosyncrasies. But if you have a faithful pastor, one who loves Christ, who preaches Christ, who visits
you when sick, who wants to teach you and your children, then give thanks to God. You are
blessed beyond all measure. And if he says something that chafes, that rubs you the wrong way,
talk to him. Ask whether what he says is true. More often than not, he's saying it because he
actually loves you, and loves God even more.
And if you have a pastor who is easily blown by every wind, who cares only to please you, wishes never to rock the boat, then challenge him to do better. And if the Word of God is not to him
supreme, find a pastor who cares more for God's approval than for yours. The church is more
than a social club, and you shouldn't stay in place simply because your friends are there. The
good guys are out there, and there's no reason to throw good money and time after bad, to buy
bread that is not bread. Vote with your feet, and vote for faithfulness.
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Some disciples of John the Baptist were
questioning him about the baptism and preaching of Jesus. Many disciples were going to Jesus
instead of John the Baptist.
John the Baptist answers: “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from
heaven” (John 3:27).
John the Baptist says this to show that Jesus, His teaching, and His baptism are from heaven.
God provides everything we have in body and soul.
We are taught this in the meaning of the Apostles’ Creed in the Small Catechism.

In the First Article of the Creed, we learn that God has made us and everything in the universe.
“He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all
my senses, and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and
drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and
daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me
against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of
fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this
it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.”
In the Second Article of the Creed, we learn that God sent His Son, Jesus, to humble Himself by
taking the form of a servant.
In so doing, He “has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won
me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver,
but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may
be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and
reigns to all eternity.”
In the Third Article of the Creed, we learn that the fruits of what Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
did are given to us through the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church.
“That I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come
to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts,
sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens,
and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the
one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the
sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal
life to me and all believers in Christ.”
Indeed, “a person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven.”
But how easy is this for us to forget? How easy is it for us to think that what we have in life is
because we have earned it?
How easy is it for us to forget that all our skills – the abilities of our hands and minds, the ethic
to work diligently, and the desire to improve – is given to us from heaven, just as John the
Baptist said?
(Continued on page 6)
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Stewardship (continued)
How easy is it for us to forget that it is Christ alone, and the work of the Holy Spirit, that
reveals His salvation to us, delivers it to us, and that none of this is our doing?
Sure, we have responsibility for coming to church, for delving into God’s Holy Word, and for
praying without ceasing.
But even these responsibilities are given to us from heaven. These duties are not earned; they
are given in response to what He has accomplished for us.
Everything we have, and everything we are – in both body and soul – are gifts from God in
heaven.
Let us then respond in thanksgiving and give back to Him as He asks – with a first-fruits,
generous proportion offering of what He has given to us.

There is a time for everything according to God’s purpose.
Now is the time to grow! God has blessed Redeemer with a Day School and is out growing its
current classroom situation in the Fellowship Hall. The school board is pursuing a modular
building to hold four classrooms. The Child Care has increased its enrollment in a building that
has outlived a typical life span for such a building. Steps are being taken to begin the process of
getting the Child Care into a permanent building.
Now is the time to plan! Planning for the future is a difficult task. God has blessed us with
many gifts and we are to be good stewards of those gifts. LCEF has many different options for
savings which can fit a variety of needs. Money invested in LCEF goes to help congregations
such as ours grow their mission and ministry.
Now is the time to leave! Although we are leaving the area to begin another stage of our lives,
we will keep a part of us with Redeemer. We have 3 LCEF accounts attributed to Redeemer and
shall keep them so named. If and when Redeemer needs to borrow money from LCEF to further
ministry, our accounts will help Redeemer receive rebates on interest paid through Shared
Blessings. The more accounts Redeemer has, the more rebate back. Win win! Please consider
opening an account with LCEF to help Redeemer with its mission to bring the Gospel message
to the world.
And to all members of Redeemer, far and near, I pray God will keep you in His care as He has
in the past. We will let you know when we are settled again. Our door will always be open!
Yours in Christ,
Laurie Steinke
LCEF Congregational Advocate
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BIBLE STUDY
Sunday Morning Bible Class for the Life of the World
As the church journeys toward heaven, it teaches the Word of the LORD, it washes at
the font, and it feeds according to the will of the LORD. As God’s people, we gather in
a place called church and we attend Divine Service because it is there that God gives
us the gift of His Son Jesus Christ. This is a promise that He has given us as the people
of God, and it is the greatest gift that God could give us.
This promise of the gift of our Lord Jesus Christ comes to us when we are gathered in
His name, because He has bound Himself to the preaching of the gospel, and the
giving of Himself in the sacraments.
Now, from the worlds perspective these are not important gifts, and yet from God’s
perspective, they are the most important gifts that He could give. We believe, teach
and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ is present within our church according to His
flesh. And the fact that the eternal God could be present amongst us in His flesh,
through simple Words, through simple water, and through simple bread and wine, is
part of the “MYSTERY” that we call the Liturgy of the Church.
Come explore this mystery with us following Divine Service each Sunday. This 12
session series on our Lutheran Liturgy is presented by Dr. Arthur Just in DVD form.
For each session, a study guide will be provided. Dr. Just, professor at Concordia
Seminary, Ft. Wayne, IN, leads viewers through a presentation of our liturgical
heritage and its Scriptural origins.
The sessions include: An Introduction to the Lutheran Liturgy, The Structure of
Liturgy, Jewish Origins in Christian Worship, the Table Fellowship of Jesus and
Structure of Word and Sacrament, Liturgy in the Life of Jesus, The Liturgy of the
Word, The Liturgy of the Sacrament, The Entrance, Preparation and Distribution, The
Lutheran Liturgy: 1941, 182 and beyond, the Church Year and Sunday, the Lord’s Day,
The Services of Prayer, Catechesis, Baptism and the Liturgy of Life.

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE
CLASS: Come join us on Wednesdays at 10 AM in
the Narthex for an exciting Table Talk discussion. Ask
Pastor just about any question. We will search the
Scriptures. We will have open dialog in the study of the
Holy Scripture. Again, your questions and our discussion may range from current events to ancient church
history. This is your time to “ask the pastor.”
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PRAYERS

SHUT-INS: Judy Clasen, Susan Jahns, and
Rita Kaufman.
HEALING for Members: Neva Aldene,
Deb Anderson, Carl Bertka, Jean Cote, Ed
& Jan DeTrow, Charlie & Pat Finkenbine,
Mike & Judy Guastella, Bud & Jane Harty,
Mark Horvath, Lisa Kress, Chuck Malecki,
Angela Mannato, Ken Mielke, Leslie
Miles, Lillian Miles, Glenn Mossner,
Mariana Murray, Bob Payne, Tom & Sue
Poyer, Dorothy Sinowetski, Russ Spooner,
Caitlin Tilton, Bob Varone, Robert Vickey,
and Artie Zipp
FRIENDS & RELATIVES: Michelle
Bernard, Grace Blum, Gerry Borwick, Bill
Bowers, Jr., Mary Brissette, Holly Burch,
Dennis Burchell, Georgia Bush, Emily
Byrkett and her unborn child, Diane Carr,
Sally Chambers, Esther Clapham, Bobbett
Clark, Donna Connors, Lisa Copeman,
Martin Cressman, Molly Criely, Renee
Dempsey, Dale & Trudy DesJardins, Irene
DiTommaso, Barb Dumeah, Anton Durner,
Chris Durner, Bruce Everson, Donna
Fancher, Darla Finkenbine, Gerald and

Mary Fischer, Marla Flores, Manual Galan,
Liam Garland, Sandra Gettings, Nancy
Gleis, Mary Ann Guilfoyle, Shelley Roedel
Gutz, Marlene Hagen, Jake Harper, Debbie
Harrison, Larry Headun, Dennis Hegarty,
Claudette Hendershot, Glory Herget, John
Hill, Rick Hill, Robin Hincman, Roger
Hinzmann, David Hirtle, Larry Hladun,
Linda Holt, John Hunter, Linda Hunter,
Chelsea Hutchinson, Stanley and Lynne
Jablonski, Larry Jackson, Deb Jacobson,
Bill Jaquest, Heather Johnson, Rachel
Kagay, Michelle Kalstrup, John Kearns,
Barb Kern, Elizabeth Lynn Klopfenstein,
Erin Kress, Nancy Lake, Stacey Lampert,
Rev. Rusty Leavitt, Ray Likowski, Janet
Lixey, Joe Manson, Candace McGowan,
Rev. Paul Mier, Pete Mogg, Mike
Morrissey, the family & friends of Marlene
Mossner, Rev. Herbert Mueller, Ron
Mullins, Esther Murphy, Bev Parkinson,
Charles Pentecost Jr., Julie Pool, Robin
Potts, John Purdy, Mary Raines, Rev.
Ronald Rock, Paul Rollo, Ed Sheahan, the
family & friends of Elgin Skluzacek,
Nancy Sly, Don Stewart, Paul Sullivan,
Charles Tolley, Richard Traversa, George
Vespa, Jim & Judy Wahl, Steven Walker,
Christy Wallace, Helen Weishaar, Donna
Weston, Gordan Winkel, Wava Zeitlow,
and Martha Zimpfer

Military Personnel: Mark Baranowsky,
Michael Broughton, Joseph Garay, Thomas
Francis Stynes II, Brian Jackson, Jonathan
Koen, and Charles D. Weishaar

Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family
members and friends. If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, please call
Pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we may either keep
or remove their name. Thank you!
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Elder & Communion Assistant Schedule
Date

Elder & Reader

Communion Asst

Sun, June 2nd

Mike Nagel

Dave Giroux

Sun, June 9th

Collins Sita

Steve Horvath

Sun, June 16th

Rob Tilton

Mark Horvath

Sun, June 23rd

Bob Varone

Collins Sita

Sun, June 30th

Paul Brown

Steve Horvath

Date

Crucifier

Gospel Bearer

Acolyte

June 2

Toby Hancock

Rylie Giroux

Kylee Payne

June 9

Alyssa Hancock

Jayden Bishop

Braeden Dolphin

June 16

John Miller

Ariana Miller

Brianna Neef

June 23

Kamrie Evanicki

Kyleigh Evanicki

Rylie Giroux

June 30

Mykalina Sabol

Bella Fisher

Kylee Payne

Altar Guild Schedule
Date
Sun, June 2nd

Set-Up
Mindy Duncan

Clean-Up

Sun, June 9th

Bob Varone

Jean Cote/
Joyce Schneider

Sun, June 16th

Mindy Duncan

Lisa Kress

Sun, June 23rd

Gretchen Armstrong

Bob Varone

Sun, June 30th

Lisa Kress

Jean Cote/
Joyce Schneider

Bob Varone

Pastor: redeemerpastor1@gmail.com
Church secretary: redeemerfl@gmail.com
Church treasurer: redeemertreasurer1@gmail.com
Child Care: redeemerchildcare@gmail.com
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REDEEMER SCHOOL
May was a busy month. We started out the month with a Stone Crabs game with the students that
accomplished their reading goal. The game gave us the opportunity to spend time with Redeemer
School families in such a fun way. Pastor represented our school at the game and threw out the
first pitch.
We also finished gymnastics this month. Parents were invited to join us in our last session to see
all that we have learned. The YMCA staff ended the last session with an awards ceremony and
the students were given metals for all their hard work.
We had our first annual field days led by Coach Cat. We played soccer, had relay races, balloon
toss, played games with the parachute, and had a water balloon fight several times throughout the
day. It was a great time. Coach Cat also presented the students with certificates to acknowledge
that they had learned basic soccer skills this year. Thank you Coach Cat for teaching our students
not only soccer but team building skills.
This month we also had a trip to the zoo, a scavenger hunt, a beach trip, umbrella walk, extra science experiments, jump rope challenges, and a talent show while also doing our studies. We have
been so busy. I have to thank all our parent volunteers that have helped me so much this month.
We have had a perfect month!
May brought on a many emotions in our classroom. We were all so excited for everything we
accomplished this year. Our students are leaving better readers, better thinkers, better mathematicians, better spellers, better writers, and better friends. We laughed, we cried, we argued, we
fought, and we loved. Learning isn’t always easy and it’s not always in the textbooks. We learn
from each other every day and it’s not always the easy way. Sometimes our personalities clash
and we have to learn life is not always about us. We have to learn how to love and how to be
kind. We have to learn how to put others first. We have to learn how to love others how Jesus
loves us. Because we are a small school, we start out the school year as students, but we leave as
a school family.
I was so glad and blessed to have Mrs. Angela to share my classroom with this year. She was a
great coworker and was loved by all the students. Mrs. Angela came to work with a smile on her
face. She helped our students learn and she made us laugh often. Mrs. Angela was an employee
of the school that went above and beyond her duties. She was a counselor, a tutor, a teacher, and
she became my dear friend. Mrs. Angela is moving out of state because her husband accepted a
job in another state. We are sorry to see her go, but pray the Lord blesses her in her new community. We pray that she gets a job in just the right school where she can shine just as she did here.
Mrs. Angela you will be missed!
So here we are in June again. As I sit in my empty classroom, I can’t help but having an array of
emotions. Don’t get me wrong I love the summers! They are needed for rest, to spend time with
family, and to build new dreams for next year but my classroom feels so empty and hollow. For
the last 170 days I have had 13 kids walk through our doors. I have watched them grow academically, emotionally, and spiritually. I have watched them go from I can never do this to Mrs. Nicole I did it. I have watched them laugh, cry, get frustrated and succeed.
I can do the happy dance when my students walk out the door on the last day of school but in all
honesty it’s hard because they have become my kids. When they leave they take a little piece of
(Continued on page 11)
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REDEEMER SCHOOL
my heart with them. I pray that their summer is blessed and that they are well taken care of until
the first day of school next year.
Redeemer School has just completed its third year. As a teacher, I am proud to work in a school
that teaches our kids about the saving love of Jesus. Our students hear the name of Jesus and His
Word on a daily basis. We are training our kids in the Lord and this makes our school the perfect
place for me. Thank you for allowing me to your teacher. I am truly blessed.
Submitted by Nicole Hopkins
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REDEEMER CHILD CARE

The deadline for the July Newsletter is June 19th.
Please have all your submissions sent to patchas123@gmail.com
OR drop them off at the church office by the date indicated above. Thank You!
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PUZZLE PAGE
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REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH,
SCHOOL & CHILD CARE

6970 Mineola Rd.
Englewood, FL 34224
ADDRESS SERVICE

2019

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH,
SCHOOL & CHILD CARE
6465 Mayport Street
Englewood, FL 34224
REV. JAMES T. KRESS, SR.
Pastor

Church Phone: 941-475-2410
Church Fax: 941-475-9726
School/Child Care Phone:
941-475-2631
email: redeemerfl@gmail.com

REDEEMER REPORTER
Published monthly for members, Associate
Members and Visitors of Redeemer Lutheran
Church, a member congregation of the
Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.
WORSHIP SERVICES:
Divine Service: 9:15 AM
Bible Class: 10:30 AM
Sunday School: 10:30 AM

The Redeemer Lutheran Church, School & Child Care Family are called into the service of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by His command (Matthew 28:18-20) to:
Disciple all nations, that is, all people;
Baptize in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit;
Proclaim the Gospel and teach His Word in its truth and purity; and
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Never be ashamed of the Gospel—it is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16).
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