
“LINE JUMPING: A CHRISTIAN PRACTICE” 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & CHILD CARE - DECEMBER 2013 

REDEEMER REPORTER 

If you have ever been to a theme park like Disney World or 
Six Flags you might be familiar with the sign warning 
patrons that “line jumping is strictly prohibited and subject 
to removal from the park.” Almost every day we participate 
in other forms of line jumping, but they don’t necessarily 
carry the same consequence. For example, when driving in 
traffic we sometimes attempt to jump into the lane that 
appears to be moving the fastest. It’s not against the law to 
jump from one lane to another, but my encouragement to 
you is if you do, please use your directional and check your 
blind spots.  

Another recognizable example of line jumping occurs, 
especially during this time of the year, when after shopping, 
we attempt to jump into the check-out line that is the 
shortest or appears to be the fastest moving. I usually jump 
into the shortest line, but I then realize its short because the 
only other person in line is having a price check done on an 
item they might want to purchase. 

When you think about it, each day we are faced with a 
decision of jumping into a line that may produce some 
benefit to us, be it at the grocery store, a movie theatre, a 
toll booth, a bank teller, or an amusement park. 

I bring this up because recently I was engaged in a 
conversation concerning our need to complain vs. our 
willingness to provide help or assistance. Therefore, I 
would like to direct your attention to another line that you 
may not have considered: The Complaint Line. It’s long and 
slow and very rarely, if ever, does it provide any benefit to 
us, let alone to our neighbor. 

We are all corrupt with the disease of sin and we naturally 
respond to people, circumstances, and stuff, all kinds of 
stuff with complaints. We are quick to get into the 
complaint line than we are to get into the short line of 
providing help or assistance to our neighbor. The Psalmist 
David says that he is restless in his complaints. (Psalm 55:2) 
Is your heart restless and over-burdened with the many 
complaints you have uttered? Then try this on for measure: 
jump out of the long complaint line and jump into the short 
line that serves your neighbor. 

Allow me to reveal some short lines you can begin to jump 
into that will provide not only immediate benefits for you 

and for your neighbor, 
but also some long lasting 
and even eternal ones. 

Consider jumping into 
the short line entering 
the sanctuary on Sunday 
morning hearing the 
Good News of salvation 
in Christ Jesus. Consider 
jumping into the short 
line that leads to the 
reception of the very body and blood of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sin and for the strengthening of your faith. 
Consider jumping into the short line leading to Bible Class. 
There is always something new to learn about the God who 
saves us. Consider jumping into the short line to greet 
members, guests, and visitors into the body of Christ, the 
Church. Consider jumping into the short line serving as 
ushers or coffee hour host. Consider jumping into the short 
line to serve on the Altar Guild or sing in the Choir. 
Consider jumping into the short lines of the many boards 
and committees of the church. Or if you’re so inclined, 
consider jumping into the short line of church leadership as 
a member of the Church Council. Or to the men, consider 
jumping into the short line of the Board of Elders or even 
jumping into the short line leading to become a pastor? 

Even in the reading of this newsletter article, the complaints 
will come. As I mentioned earlier, we are by nature sinners. 
Some find it comfortable to remain in the long, burdensome 
complaint line. That’s their decision. But, what about you? 
Rather than make your complaint to your neighbor, turn to 
the Lord Almighty who listens to your complaints, even 
your prayers, in the morning, at noon, and in the evening. 
He redeems your soul from the battle that wages on within 
you. (Psalm 55:17-18) 

Finally, consider what the Apostle Paul has to say to all of 
us: “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above 
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As we look forward to Christmas, many of us also look back 
and remember the past Christmas seasons.  We remember 
those friends and relatives who are no longer physically with 
us to celebrate.  We remember happy seasons and yes, the sad 
moments of Christmas past. 

We will celebrate again this year for we know the true 
meaning of the season.  It is the season of the greatest gift of 
all for Christ was born in order to die for all of us and rise 
again; and so shall we who believe.  We will see our friends 
and relatives again and join together in a glorious celebration. 

Keeping this in mind, may you all have a joyful Christmas 
season and a happy New Year.  

Rich Kueker, President 

all these put on love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 
And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
one body. And be thankful. Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God. And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through Him.” (Colossians 3:12-17). It is clear according to the 
Word of God to jump out of the complaint line and step into the short line 
of service to our neighbor. 

As this new church year begins, may you prayerfully consider jumping into 
the short line of service to God and your neighbor. May this line jumping 
experience become a rewarding practice for you throughout the entire 
year, year after year.  

A Blessed Advent to All, 
Pastor Kress 

“LINE JUMPING” 
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VISIONPATH DEVELOPMENT TEAM NEWS 
“A Retro Look into a Crystal Ball” 

Back during 2007 the Long Range Planning Committee decided to produce a futures scenario as part of its plan-
ning document. Based on the information gathered by the way of an overnight leadership retreat and a follow-up all 
day Saturday workshop, the Committee took a look into a “Crystal Ball” in order to predict several future observations 
and events occurring within the Redeemer Community.  Those Committee soothsayers peeping into the crystal ball 
were:  Ray Altman, Joe Carlos, Margie Cypher, Ken Ferrier, Bud Harty – Chair, Carol Haupt, Glen Kraft, Leta Lei-
mer, and Harv Sterriker.  And what they saw (LRPC, “Looking into the Crystal Ball”, 2007, p.3): 

By 2017, Redeemer Lutheran Church and Child Care is a unified, community church which fully integrates year-round 
and seasonal members of all ages.  Membership, which is very attractive to community residents, has increased steadily, with 
new member numbers exceeding losses.  We have 600 active, full-time members, 300 associate members, and regularly-
attending nonmembers. 

The church is financially sound with excess funds going to the endowment fund for future growth and maintenance 
needs.  The members are ‘mature Christian’ stewards who understand the value of Christian stewardship principles, and who 
lovingly give of time, talent and treasures.  All boards are fully staffed; we have no problem getting workers.  We have ex-
panded and added to our ministries, offering more services to the community, including a K-8 Christian day school and a 
regional (Circuit) high school.  We have an active youth ministry and a strong elder ministry, which includes a Redeemer 
adult day care center and a regional (Circuit) assisted living facility (ALF).  As a result of our growth, we will have physically 
expanded the church building, adding more seats and building additions to support our worship activities (music, kitchen, 
sound system, audio visual equipment, etc.)  The Fellowship Hall would be expanded or replaced, insuring adequate facilities 
for social activities, dinners, offices, lounge areas, showers, etc. 

As we are about to embark upon 2014, the Vision Path Development Team has the task to bring to fruition several 
of the 2017 predictions and the present survey-based identified vision paths.  How different are Redeemer’s visions 
then (2007) and now (2013)?  The challenges that await us are great, but are attainable and manageable.  However, in 
order for us to turn visions into reality, we must be anticipatory!!! 

ENGLEWOOD HELPING HANDS 
In the first four weeks I weighed Redeemer’s food donations, the total was 618lbs. WOW! This large 
number reflects a generous donation from our Monday evening Weight Watchers group and we thank 
them. The need for food at Helping Hands is still great. So let’s keep the flow of our donations going. 
Don’t forget our Ladies Guild/LWML is holding a monthly food drive on the last Sunday of every 
month. The next time you check your grocery list, don’t forget an extra item or two for the food drive. 

When I see a person standing on the corner with a sign that reads, “I NEED FOOD,” I know that I as a 
Christian should help that person. But I do not give them money. I know there is a better way to assist 
that person through donations to Helping Hands. Again, please consider donating not only food items, 
but also some of your time when Redeemer works the food bank. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Dale Whipple 
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The deadline for the January 2014 Newsletter is December 15th.   
Please have all your submissions sent to REDEEMERFL@VERIZON.NET 

by the time indicated above.  Thank you.   

From the Treasurer's Desk 

As of January though October 31, 2013 
 Income Expense         
 $187,455.30 $203,724.42 

Board of community & parish fellowship 

The annual Rotonda Christmas Parade is quickly approaching.  This year it will be held on 
Saturday, December 7th.  The Board of Community & Parish Fellowship would like to invite 
the parents and children of Redeemer Lutheran Church & Child Care to participate in this 
years parade.  It is an especially joyous time for fellowship and community support.  We 
would however ask than any children that are attending be accompanied by their parents.  We 
want it to be a safe and fun time for everyone.  Please contact Ty Schulte (941-286-4122) if 
you have any questions.  More information to follow. 

Submitted by Ty Schulte, B.C.P.F. Chairman 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, December 4th – 4:30 PM & 7:00 PM 
Wednesday, December 11th – 4:30 PM & 7:00 PM 

Wednesday, December 18th – 4:30 PM ONLY 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE SCHEDULE 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Wednesday, December 18th – 7:00 PM 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols 
Tuesday, December 24th – 4:30 PM & 7:00 PM 

Christmas Day, The Nativity of Our Lord 
Wednesday, December 25th – 10:00 AM 
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LHM (LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES) UPDATE 
By Rev. Earl Schmidt, Redeemer’s LHM ambassador 

The Lutheran Hour radio program continues to reach hundreds of thousands of listeners each week. The current 
projected weekly over the air audience is 807,207. This represents an audience of 1,411 domestic and 83 Canadian 
stations and translators. Most recently you can hear Pastor Seltz as the narrator for the new Men's Network Bible 
Study: “Lost Books.” 

LHM is beginning an extensive marketing/communications campaign to announce the availability of The Lutheran 
Hour app. The app allows you to play the audio or read the text of the program’s current sermon; search and play a 
sermon from The Lutheran Hour archive; bookmark your favorite sermons for easy access; learn about Rev. Seltz and 
Rev. Klauz; or contact Lutheran Hour Ministries. 

To download the free Lutheran Hour app for either your Android or iPhone, visit (lhm.org/apps).  

Dec. 1st: 8:00 AM – Donna Wolf 
 10:30 AM – Allan & Lois Webster 

Dec. 8th: 8:00 AM – Ken & Cathy Mielke 
 10:30 AM – Linda Rogers

Dec. 15th: 8:00 AM – Mary Blakley 
 10:30 AM – Doris Dykhuizen

Dec. 22nd: 8:00 AM – 
 10:30 AM – 

Dec. 24th:  4:30 PM – Georgette Callahan  
 7:00 PM – Rich & Deb Kueker 

Dec. 25th: 10:00 AM – Charlie & Pat Finkenbine

Dec. 29th: 8:00 AM – Steve & Lee Procuk  
 10:30 AM – Cecil & Sybil Grahl 

Dec. 31st: 7:00 PM – New Year’s Eve Service  

Submitted by Assimilation 

Dec. 1st: Relay For Life Team    

Dec. 8th:  Dennis & Pam Replinger 

Dec. 15th: Lisa Vassallo

Dec. 22nd: Cecil & Sybil Grahl  

Dec. 29th: TBA/VOLUNTEER????  



PROPERTY APPRECIATION DAY 

Please join us for our next monthly “Property Appreciation” Day on the 
second Saturday of the month, December 14th!!!  We begin at 8:00 AM 
and continue until the last person has to go for the day.  Join us in 
keeping our buildings and properties beautiful.  There’s a little 
something to do for anyone who is willing to help...  We would like to 
thank everyone for all their hard work each month.  THANK YOU! 
Submitted by The Board of Property Management 

PAGE 6 REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & CHILD CARE - DECEMBER 2013 

PLEASE HELP!!!! 

Wanted:  Soda Can Tabs!!   
Soda can tabs are being collected for a child who 
has Leukemia.  The tabs will be given to The 
Ronald McDonald house to cash in at a recycling 
center.  The money raised will be used to help 
defray the cost of treatment for the child.  The 

tabs may be dropped 
off in the office.  If 
yo u  have  a ny 
questions, please 
contact Jenni Dolphin 
or Margie Cypher. 

OLD INK CARTRIDGES 
If anyone has any old ink or 
toner cartridges, rather 
than throw them away you 
can donate them to the 
church.  By recycling of 
empty ink cartridges and toner cartridges, we are 
able to save money on purchases that are made 
through Staples.  In this economy, every penny 
we can save will benefit Redeemer.  There will be 
a box on the Visitor’s table in the Narthex to drop 
off any that you would like to donate, or you may 
drop them off to Patty in the office during the 
week.  Thank you! 

LOST AND FOUND 

If anyone is missing any items, namely eyeglasses, gloves, 
umbrellas, etc., please check the Lost & Found box located in 
the narthex.  There are quite a few items there at this time.  

Any items remaining there as of November 10th can be 
picked up in the Church Office. 
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OCTOBER 14, 2013 

PRESENT: Pastor Kress, Rich Kueker, Brian Abel, Tim Byrne, Judy Murphy, Karen Kirkland, Deb Kueker, Carol 
Carlos, Pam Replinger, Bill Bowers, Ty Schulte, Betty Clemens 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by President Rich Kueker. 

Pastor Kress opened the meeting with prayer. 

MINUTES of the September 12, 2013 meeting were presented. PAM MOVED TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS 
PRESENTED. TIM SECONDED.  MOTION CARRIED.  

CALENDAR for November was presented. Following changes were made: Stephen Ministry Sunday the 17th. Stephen 
Ministry Meeting was changed from November 14th to November 21st. LWML Rally on November 16th at Faith 
from 9:00 to 2:00. 

REPORTS 

PASTOR: Report attached. 

PRESIDENT: No Report 

VICE PRESIDENT: No Report 

Brian closed the deal with Ricoh for the new copier for a savings of about $2,000. It will be delivered this Thursday. 

BOARD OF ELDERS: No Report  

* Tim said the School Security Committee met and the exterior protection has been decided. The interior is still being 
looked into to determine if we should go wired or wireless. When a decision is made both bids will be combined and 
presented. 

* Membership changes were submitted. TY SCHULTE MADE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE ELDERS 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO REMOVE TOM LEVERENZ-DECEASED; CLARA MITCHELL-DECEASED; DONNA 
HANSEN-DECEASED; DAN & BARB ANTER-MOVED TO S.C.; PEGGY BLAIN-MOVED TO S.C. PAM 
SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED. This decision will now have to be ratified by the Voter’s Assembly on October 
20, 2013. 

TREASURER: Report attached.     

HUMAN CARE BOARD: No Report Relay for Life Team will meet on Sunday, October 27th after the service. Used 
Portals of Prayer books were taken to the prison.   

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT: No Report 

YOUTH: No Report.   

ASSIMILATION: Report attached. Community & Parish Fellowship will be taking over the responsibility of the 
Fellowship Hour on Sunday mornings and will have their full support. 

COMMUNITY & PARISH FELLOWSHIP: Report attached. Making plans for the Rotonda Christmas Parade. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: No Report  

SCHOOL BOARD: No Report Pastor commented the new bike path looks outstanding. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

* Ty reported the price of a 12' x 24' canopy for the busses would be $4,500 without installation. He will check 
further. A permit may be required. 

* Regarding the new sound system, Pastor received a quote of $1,400 to move the current system from the church to 
the Fellowship Hall. A new sound board for the church would cost $12,000. This is out of our range and the system is 

Continued on Page 8 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 



The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League began in 1942.  This important 
ministry exists at the church, zone, district, and national levels.  Offerings 
from the small “mite boxes” have funded tens of millions of dollars in mission 
grants.  The national biennium mite goal is $1,830,000 and will be used to 
fund eighteen projects.  Three of them are: Training K-9 comfort dogs for 
Chaplains, Lutheran children’s books for Southeast Asia, and training 
Indigenous Pastors and Deaconesses at Fort Wayne Seminary.   The LARGE 
MITE BOX will be in the Narthex Dec. 1st and 8th.  The Mighty Mites will 
help so many!  Thank you for donating some of your treasure!  Please take a 
complimentary box and return it in January.  
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working OK right now. Pastor will look into getting something for both rooms in the Fellowship Hall only. The Ladies 
Guild will contribute $427 towards this purchase. 

* Pastor said a Grant was received in the amount of $3,340. He presented two bids to update our computers. 
Englewood Computers’ bid is $3,775.20. Nick Baltimore’s bid is $3,203.43. A MOTION WAS MADE BY TIM TO 
USE THE GRANT MONEY TO UPDATE OUR COMPUTER SYSTEM. PAM SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED. 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY PAM TO USE NICK BALTIMORE’S PROPOSAL. TIM SECONDED. MOTION 
CARRIED. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

* The 2014 Budget will be tabled until the November Meeting. 

* PAM MADE A MOTION TO SEND $250 EACH TO THE SEMINARIES IN ST. LOUIS AND FORT WAYNE. 
JUDY SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED. 

* Pastor questioned whether $2,000 was sent to the Carlos Mission. Judy will check. 

* Pastor suggested running an ad in the Lemon Bay High School Yearbook. We have 3 members graduating this year. 
After discussion, TY MADE A MOTION TO PUT A l/2 PAGE COLOR AD IN THE LEMON BAY HIGH 
YEARBOOK LETTING THE MEMBERS KNOW IN CASE THEY WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE. JUDY 
SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED. 

JUDY MADE A MOTION TO ADJOURN. TIM SECONDED. MOTION CARRIED. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:47 with the singing the Doxology.  

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING CONTINUED ... 



Pastor and members of the church are always willing to pray for you, family 
members and friends.  If a loved one appears on our prayer list above, 

please call Pastor or the church office to give us a health update so that we 
may either keep or remove their name.  Thank you. 

PRAYERS 
SHUT-INS:  Marjorie Boliere, Evelyn Etheridge, Erv Maki, Helen Perry, and Ruth 
Sutley. 

HEALING: Members:  Carl & Betty Bertka, Elma Cancellieri, George Dykhuizen, 
Fred Fernald, Pat Finkenbine, Bernice Heppner, Erwin Janke, Diane McGrath, Sandy 
McGrath, Walter Mitchell, Marlene Mossner, Stacy Neef, Helen Perry, Sue Poyer, 
Carolyn Plesner, Ron Ratzlaff, Michael Sanders, Duwayne Schoeneck, Sandy Sita, 
Vern Speer, Marie Talley, Fred Toth, Inge Tringali, Lois Webster, Arlene Wiley, and 
Ronald Woller. 

Friends & Relatives:  Linny Aspery, Jean Bajner, Gioconda Barlow, Shirley Bloom, 
Grace Blum, Dennis Burchell, Georgia Bush, Jack & Cathy Carlos, Debbie Carr, Esther Clapham, Bobbett Clark, 
Family & Friends of Wayne Coulter, Martin Cressman, Renee Dempsey, Irene DiTommaso, James Dodge, Barb 
Dumeah, Chuck & Barbara Ebert, Maggie Edberg, Manual Galan, Glenn Galway, Nancy Gleis, Debbie Harrison, John 
Haupt, Larry Headun, Claudette Hendershot, Judy Hein, Joel Heppner, Walter Heppner, Glory Herget, Robin 
Hincman, David Hirtle, Larry Hladun, Tom & Linda Holt, John Hunter, Linda Hunter, Stanley & Lynne Jablonski, 
Carl Jennejahn, Heather Johnson, Betty Kabert, Rachel Kagay, John Kearns, Jackie Klinger, Mary Krueger,  Jim Lane, 
Ray Likowski, Denise Line, Don Luffingwell, Sean Maki, Joe Manson, Pete Mogg, Linda Mohr, Mike Morrissey, Kaye 
Gene Mortenson, Rev. Dana Narring, Darwin & Noreen Oliver, Charles Pentecost Jr., Mary Raines, Jean Prior, 
Tucker Robert, Doris Rudewicz, Family & Friends of Cookie Schneider, Ryan Sheahan, Nancy Sly, Debbie Speer 
Smith, Virginia Stanley, Gary Stokes, Mary Temple, Charles Tolley, Samantha Jo Ann Toth, George Vespa, Pat 
Vovcsko, Caitlin Wagner, Steven Walker, Helen Weishaar, Gordan Winkel, Reece Withers, Angel Zavala. 

Military Personnel:  Mark Baranowsky, Michael Broughton, Brian Jackson, Brett Keck, David MacLeod, Michael 
Monson, Charles D. Weishaar. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION INVITATION 
Pastor & Lisa Kress would like to invite you, your family and friends back to their home following the 7 PM Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols on Tuesday, Dec. 24th. Annually Pastor & Lisa have opened their home to 
you in order to be a part of their extended family Christmas Eve celebration. They live at 14118 Appleton Blvd., Port 
Charlotte located in South Gulf Cove. If you like, bring an appetizer to share.      Merry Christmas, Pastor & Lisa Kress 

The Annual December Voter’s Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 15th between services beginning 
approximately at 9:30 AM.  The sole purpose of the meeting is for the approval of the 2014 Budget and the 
presentation and election of Officers, Board Chairmen, and other positions requiring election by the Voter’s 
Assembly.  If you have any questions, please contact President Rich Kueker. 

VOTERS MEETING 
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$$$$ CLASSIFIEDS $$$$ 

Sales—Rentals Pineapple Gulf Properties—Glenda McDorman, Owner/Broker (Lessie Kirch’s 
 Daughter),350 S. Indiana Road Englewood, FL 34223.   
 Office:  941-473-0300, Cell:  941-330-7922. 

Cleaning Services Free estimates!  Please contact Sheila Murphy at 941-473-1747. 

Lawn Care Call Todd Armstrong at 941-961-7584 for your lawn care needs. 

Construction Call Rob Long!  A.C.S., Inc. - Licensed General Contractor - Anything from full 
 remodels, full lanai’s, window and door installation and ALL phases of construction.  
 State certified licensed and insured.  Please call for a free estimate at 941-475-5008 
 or 941-232-6606! 

Real Estate SURF & SAND REALTY - Pat Whipple, Realtor  2350 N. Beach Road, Unit 3B, 
 Englewood, 34223.  I’d love to help you find your perfect home or sell it, because I 
 really care.  Please contact me at 941-882-2725 or 941-474-7755! 

For Sale Best offer over $30, 1/2 the money will go towards the church rummage sale: 
 50 + LP records, excellent condition.  Many collectables! 
 Call Sammy Jollay. You can leave a message at 941-697-5905 

“CAN YOU Guess who these PEOPLE ARE?” 
Welcome to the “Guess Who This Is” section.  If you would like to be a part of this, please submit a 
childhood photo to the office secretary either by email or by dropping by the church office so that 
Patty may make a copy of it.  So this month, Guess Who???!!!  Can you figure out who each of the 
two people are here?  The first person to call the church office with the correct answer for both 
people will win a prize!!!  Answers will appear next month. 

Submitted by, Church Secretary 
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Relay for Life is a 14 hour journey providing the light of day and dark of 
night to parallel the physical effects, emotions and mental state of a cancer 
patient while undergoing treatment.  When Relay begins it is bright and 
sunny and a lot of energy flows through the community.  The setting sun 
symbolizes when a patient is diagnosed with cancer.  As the day gets 
darker this represents the cancer patients state of mind as he or she feels 
that life is an unknown journey.  The evening gets cooler and darker just 
as the cancer patients emotions.  Around 1:00 AM to 2:00 AM the Relay 
participants feels tired and wants to take a break or go home.  This is 
when the cancer patients treatment begins.  The patient becomes exhausted, some sick, not wanting to go on, 
possibly wanting to give up.  Just as the cancer patient cannot give up on the treatment, Relay participants 
push through this phase to show unity with cancer patients around the world.  By 4:00 AM to 5:00 AM the 
Relayers are truly exhausted, but the end is in sight and they believe they can make it to the morning 
celebration.  This symbolizes the coming of the end of the treatment for the cancer patient who is tired, but 
now has hope and motivation to push through to the end of treatment.  The sun rising represents the end of 
the treatment for the cancer patient.  They see the light at the end of the tunnel and know life will go on.  The 
morning light brings a new full day of life and excitement for new beginnings for the cancer patient.  As a 
participant, you will feel the brightness of the morning and know that the end of the Relay is close at hand.  
You will feel triumphant in the knowledge that you, one person, has made an impact in the fight against 
cancer.  When you leave Relay, think of the cancer patient leaving his or last treatment.  Just as you are 
exhausted and weak, so is that person after treatment.  But a new day has arrived and we are continuing to 
take up the fight against cancer.  REMEMBER:  THERE IS NO FINISH LINE UNTIL WE FIND A CURE!!  
To participate, talk to Nancy Kozak (941) 697-1165 or Carol Carlos (941) 255-3354. 

DAISY GIRL SCOUT TROOP 579 
To our friends at Redeemer Lutheran Church. We thank you so much for allowing us, Daisy Girl Scout Troop 579, to 
use the Fellowship Hall for weekly meetings. Thirteen curious and energetic kindergarten girls, most are Redeemer 
alumnae, use the facility to explore and learn more about the world around them. These girls are part of a worldwide 
organization that will teach them how to be self-sustaining, independent individuals, prepared to be future leaders. 
These lessons truly prove to be invaluable. 

Feel free to stop by and meet the girls, Tuesday afternoons between 4:30-
5:30, or even schedule a time to share your special interest or talent. 
Contact Melinda Ireland, troop leader, at 941-315-0520, anytime. 

Girl Scout cookie time will be here soon, so be on the look out and be sure 
to order your favorites!!! Thank you again. 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

In 2012, Redeemer Lutheran Church collected 55 units of blood; and in 2013, 
85 units has already been collected.  The BIG RED BUS will be here again in 
2014 on the following dates: February 2nd, April 6th, June 1st, August 3rd, 
October 5th, and December 5th.  Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar! 

Give blood, save lives. 

BIG RED BUS BLOOD DRIVE 



PAGE 12 REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & CHILD CARE - NOVEMBER 2013 

STEWARDSHIP 
We’re all familiar with Jesus’ parable about the man who tore 
down his barns to build bigger ones in Luke 12:13–21. The 
key to His teaching resides in verse 20. Most translations read: 
“Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then 
whose shall those things be, which thou has prepared?” But 
that’s not exactly what our Lord says in Greek. The subject of 
what God says to the fool is not “thy soul” but “they” implied 
by the form of the verb “to require.” And the verb is not in the 
future, but the present tense. And so what our Lord actually 
said was: “They are requiring your very soul from you.” And 
the question is: Who is “they?” In the context, the answer is, of 
course, the things—all the stuff the rich man had been so 
concerned about that he built bigger barns to hold it all. A 
better translation might be this: “Fool! This night they are 
requiring your very soul from you. Now who owns whom?” 

The moral of our Lord’s parable then is not “you can’t take it 
with you.” For the rich man in our 
Lord’s parable doesn’t die. He lives. The 
worst part about putting all your stock 
in stuff is not that you might die before 
you can enjoy it. But that you might 
actually live and be enslaved to it. For all 
the stuff the rich man thought he owned 
actually owns him. It dominates his life. 
He’s launched a demolition and 
construction program to support it all. 
He has to lie awake at night terrified that 
someone might slip in and steal it from 
him. He doesn’t own his stuff. The stuff owns him. But a 
man’s life doesn’t consist in his possessions. A man’s life 
consists in being possessed and being possessed by the right 
things. 

We delude ourselves into thinking that we are in control. We 
think we control the things in our life. When if fact they call 
out to us night and day, day and night. Our flesh is easy prey 
for the devil and the world. Our hunger for the things of 
creation is insatiable. And we seek to consume it all. But it is 
vanity, a chasing after the wind. For in the midst of our 
consumption we find that we are the ones being consumed. It 
consumes us. It kills us. It possesses us. Fool, this night they 
are requiring your very life, your very soul from you.  

The Holy Trinity does not share. You can have only one 
master. We belong to that which we love, and we are a slave 
to anything from which we will not walk away. Better to be a 
slave keeping the door in the house of the Lord than deluded in 
the tents of wickedness. Better to enter eternal life without an 
eye or a hand than to enter into the hell of fire fully intact. 

It is only when we give things up, when we are content with 
nothing, that we can fully enjoy creation. Because when 
everything in this world is a gift, when nothing really belongs 
to us, then gratitude flourishes and joy grows free. Where 
mercy rules, joy abounds and love grows spontaneously.  

And the most significant thing that does not belong to us is we 
ourselves. We must give up ourselves because we are not our 
own. We were bought with a price. We are possessed by the 
Lord. Remember the Catechism:  “who redeemed me . . . 
purchased and won me . . . that I may be His own . . . .” He has 
taken us as His own by Water and Word. Redeemed in Christ, 
the poor in spirit are now rich toward God. We are free of this 
sad world and its uncertainties, free of trying to make our own 
way, of being perfect or even of being happy. You brought 
nothing into this world. You will take nothing out of it. Yet all 
of this world, in Christ, who gave up all things for us, is ours, 

because we are His. The irony is that in 
giving up all things we gain all things.  

And this is what it means to be rich 
toward God. To be rich toward God is 
to empty ourselves of all things, to cast 
ourselves at his feet and like beggars, cry 
out for mercy and grace, for his 
undeserved love and kindness. To empty 
ourselves so that he can fill us up. Being 
rich toward God is simply to receive, to 
sit at the receiving end of his gifts. It is to 
recognize that He is the giver and we the 

those who receive. It is to receive daily bread, house and 
home, spouse and children, land and work and all that we have 
as gifts from His gracious and giving hands. It is to recognize 
that all that we have, all that we are, and all that we shall have 
and shall be are His. And in receiving Him, we have received 
all that we need and more.  

And so with that in mind, let us turn our faces toward 
Bethlehem. For the Lord, our Possessor, has given up heaven 
and His Divine rights and power and has taken up our Flesh. 
He gives up His possessions so that they may be ours. He has 
given up his life so that that death would be for us true life. 
The Lord has emptied Himself of righteousness to be filled 
with our guilt and sin. He empties us of what is yours in order 
to fill you with Himself. We belong to Him, the Lord born in 
Bethlehem, murdered in Jerusalem, visible in Emmaus, and 
ascended into Heaven. For a man's life consists in being 
possessed by the God who gives us all that we need for this life 
and the next. How can we not give back to Him in 
thanksgiving and gladly do what He says?  Amen.  

The Board of Stewardship 
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God has most certainly blessed every one of us with spiritual and physical blessings. God’s amazing love for us 
has ensured that we have everything we need for this life and for our eternal life.  He has not spared anything 
in order that we may have an abundant life. 

With our physical blessings, we have the ability to be good stewards of all that has been entrusted to us. We 
can use our money to help other congregations expand their ministries through investments in Lutheran 
Church Extension Fund. We also earn interest at a higher rate than is given by our local banks and credit 
unions. Best of all, we know that our money is being used to further God’s Kingdom. 

Redeemer Lutheran Church and Child Care has only 13 investors, or accounts, with Lutheran Church 
Extension Fund as of this writing. Let’s work toward a goal of having at least 20 by the end of 2013! 
Check out the Young Investor’s Account for your children or grandchildren under 18! It now has an interest 
rate of 3.75 %. Wow! Even the Family Emergency Steward Account is earning .875% at the present time. I 
know it doesn’t sound like much, but my credit union’s best rate is only .375% 

Please see the LCEF display in the narthex or talk to me, your LCEF congregational representative. I will 
answer any questions you might have regarding investing in LCEF. Prayerfully consider becoming an investor 
with Lutheran Church Extension Fund. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Laurie Steinke 

LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 

Coffee HourCoffee HourCoffee HourCoffee Hour    
What a wonderful way to have fellowship before and after church! 
We look forward to meeting new friends that visit and catch up 
with Northern friends that have returned to sunny Florida!  If you 
would like the opportunity to provide treats one Sunday in 
December please sign up in the Narthex, give me a call, or e-mail.  
If you have questions about what is involved in coffee hour please 
give me a call or an e-mail. The members of Redeemer truly 
appreciate the treats provided and the fellowship offered on Sunday 
morning!  Lisa Kress 941-889-8938 or kresslisa@yahoo.com 
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There’s a lot of work to do in God’s kingdom.  Caregiving is one of the most important jobs God calls 
us to do--to love others in his name.  Our congregation’s Stephen Ministry is one way we accomplish 
God’s caring work.  Perhaps God has blessed you richly 
and you’re at a place where you can give something 
back by serving and blessing others.  Roll up your 
sleeves and explore your role in Stephen Ministry by 
contacting Carol Carlos 941-255-3354 or Carol Haupt 
941-460-8830 today.  Be a working Christian.  Stephen 
Ministry classes begin in January. Look for further 
announcements in the weekly bulletin.  Use your 
spiritual gifts by giving them away.  Learn how to care 
and comfort people on a one to one basis. 

The Human Care Board and Stephen Ministry wish you 
all a very joyful, blessed Christmas.  Thank you for your 
support over the last year.  It is most appreciated. 

   “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 

men on whom his favor rests”  Luke 2:14 

LADIES THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS 

The picture here represents the feeling many people, maybe 
even you, as we struggle with the basic questions of life.  

• Why was I born? 

• Why is my life so meaningless? 

• Why do I experience so much inner con-
flict in my life? 

You may also have experienced the inner conflict of trying to 
lead a decent life, but you fail constantly (Romans 7:9). Why 
are many people – even Christians – afflicted with deep inner 
struggles? This Bible Class will help you find answers, not in the wisdom of man, but in the cleansing, hope-giving, 
and living Word of God. 

Ladies of Redeemer: Come and learn of God’s abundant mercy for you. God has answers of hope to your questions 
of struggle and despair. “Be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2). 

We will once again use GOOD NEWS magazine as our guide through this amazing study of God’s victory over ‘THE 
POWER OF SIN’ through the life, suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Let our Divine Physician, Jesus 
diagnose the causes of frustration in your life. Join us on Thursday at 10:00 AM in the large meeting room in Fel-
lowship Hall.  All ladies are welcome to join us.  You may also invite your girlfriend, sister, mother, or daughter. 

STEPHEN MINITRY 
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WHAT DOES GOD SAY ABOUT . . .? 
Tuesday morning Bible Class at 10:00 AM continues with another exciting topic of study: What 
Does God Say About . . .?”  An ellipsis (three dots) is intentionally placed at the end of the question 
to indicate that we will examine what God’s Word says concerning almost any concern (question) 
you may have.  Some of the questions we will consider at the onset will be what God says about same
-sex marriage, the sanctity of life, the end times, Bible prophecy, etc.  Certainly these are some ‘hot 
topics’ but just as the average Lutheran layman today may not know any Latin, he probably knows 
what the phrase ‘sola Scriptura’ (Scripture alone) means.  It means that we Lutherans base our 
theology, our teaching, the doctrines of the church solely on the Scriptures of God and nothing else, 
not tradition, not human speculation, not 
modern scholarship, not our experiences, 
our feelings, or our emotions, or anything 
else.  Sola Scriptura is a watchword, a 
guide for action, for every true Lutheran, 
pastor or layman.   

This was the position and practice of 
Luther and our Lutheran Confessions. “The 
Word of God is and should remain the sole 
rule and norm of all doctrine” (FC SD, 
Rule and Norm, 9).  “We pledge ourselves 
to the prophetic and apostolic writings of 
the Old and New Testaments as the pure 
and clear fountain of Israel, which is the 
only true norm according to which all 
teachers and teachings are to be 
judged” (FC SD, Rule and Norm, 3).  This is the spirit in which our great Lutheran Confessions 
speak.  Everything we need to believe and do as Christians is told us in the Scriptures.  In other 
words, what God has to say about this or that issue.  Just as our Lord Jesus was a man of one Book 
and drew all His teaching from that One Divine source and submitted Himself to it utterly in all He 
said and did, so we too who are His disciples today place ourselves joyfully under that prophetic and 
apostolic Word.  And with our Lutheran Confessions we say: “No human being’s writings dare be put 
on a par with it, but . . . everything must be subjected to it” (FC SD, Rule and Norm, 9).  So come 
join us Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the small meeting room in Fellowship Hall and discover “What 
Does God Say About . . .?” 



Lcef visionpath experience likes redeemer 
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The following appeared in literature distributed nationally by the  
Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) promoting their newest tool: The VisionPast Experience. 

Moving stalled ministry into gear in Englewood, Fla.  

Any relationship – whether it’s between a husband and wife, parent and child, teacher and student – needs healthy 
communication in order to grow. Likewise, the same is true of a congregation, says the Rev. James Kress, as members 
of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Englewood, Fla., www.redeemerfl.com discovered this summer with the help of 
LCEF”s VisionPath.  
Five years after a leadership change created a major ministry stall, Redeemer is moving forward – with the enthusiastic 
participation of young, working parents as well as retirees and vacationing “snow birds.” The VisionPath experience is 
helping members communicate, focus on ministry and determine a clear direction to best serve their community and 
the Lord. “Without VisionPath, we’d probably still be stuck in a meeting,” Kress said of the relatively new tool he 
credits with revitalizing ministry that had become stagnant. With VisionPath and God’s help, the pastor said, “we are 
confident we will produce good fruit for His Kingdom.” 

Excitement ‘almost palpable’ 

In 2007, Redeemer Lutheran continued to benefit from an earlier population boom in Englewood, located on the Sun-
shine’s State’s gulf side, south of Sarasota. The growing congregation was looking to the future, including the potential 
of expanding ministry through its child care and development center.   
But plans were put on hold – until this summer when the church council wanted to revisit them but was unsure how to 
proceed. That’s when Daniel Reichard, LCEF vice president for the LCMS Florida-Georgia District, encouraged Re-
deemer to contact LCEF. “He told us about a new tool to assist congregations in discovering what ministry, outside 
Word and Sacrament, God was guiding them to do,” Kress said. “He said it would help us get the ball rolling.” 
In August, Max Biesenthal, senior vice president, LCEF Ministry Support, guided Redeemer through the half-day Vi-
sionPath event. Among the discussion questions: What is the greatest point of connection between our church and our 
community? What is the greatest opportunity facing our ministry?  
“It started slow, but by the last hour and a half, there was so much dialogue going on [among members] that Max was 
just nodding his head and allowing members to talk about how best to extend God’s Kingdom,” Kress said. 
Biesenthal says the congregation’s energy and excitement became “almost palpable. It was blazingly obvious that the 
Spirit was moving in the hearts of those in attendance to move in a particular direction.” Biesenthal concluded, “At the 
end of the event, they were ready to get going.”  

Improving communication, unity   

Through VisionPath, Redeemer has identified seven “organic” ministry paths, including expanding ministry to meet the 
needs of young families and children, to strengthen relationships within the church and to enhance outreach and spir-
itual care to the elderly. Most of those paths already were in place but were detoured, the pastor said.  
The congregation also formed a VisionPath Development team, 11 members, ages 29 to 89, including working moms 
as well as retirees. “Everyone is not of the same mind [about Redeemer’s future], but they all want to come together to 
see what is best for the congregation’s ministry – not what is best for their particular group,” Kress said. 
Today, the congregation is ranking the seven ministry paths through a survey sent to all who worship at Redeemer – 
even snow birds from the north who make the church their winter ministry home. “We can’t accomplish everything at 
once. We have to set priorities,” Kress said of the different paths.   
Along with improving communication, the pastor sees congregants enjoying greater unity. “Though we always will 
have challenges in ministry, the VisionPath experience opened up our minds to the idea that we can walk together to 
spread the Gospel,” Kress said.  
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December 2013December 2013December 2013December 2013 

Bible Lessons   

Chapel is on Tuesday at 

3:45 pm 

12/3 God Has a Plan for 

Salvation 
Luke 2:1-7 
12/10 The Good News 

Is Spread 
Luke 2:8-21 
12/17 God Keeps his 

promises 
Luke 2:22-38 
12/24 – 1/1 No School 

12/31 God Leads Us to 

Worship 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Dear Jesus, I love to 

hear the story of Your 

birth. Glory to God! You 

came to be my Savior. 

Amen. 

Closed 

December 24, 25, & 26 

December 31 & January 1 

Birthdays 

Alexa 12/6 

Kylee 12/16 

Kaylee 12/23 

Tyler 12/27 

Rosemarie 12/31 

 

Christmas Program 

Come and join us for the 

2013 Children’s 

Christmas Program. This 

year’s theme is: 

 “Silent Night, Holy 

Night” 

December 18, 2013 

7:00 pm 

Needed Supplies 

Snacks, Batteries, Paper 

Towels, Bleach, Baby 

Wipes & craft supplies. 

Thank you. 

 

What We Are 

Learning 

12/2-12/6 Jesus Is Born  

12/9-12/13 The Angels’ 

Announcement to the 

Shepherds 

12/16-12/20 Simeon and 

Anna See Jesus 

12/23-12/27 No School 

12/30-1/3 The Wise Men 

Find Jesus 

Santa Lunch   

 

Please join us on 

December 23, 2013 at 

11:00 am for a Pot Luck 

Lunch in the Fellowship 

Hall. Santa will arrive 

at 12:00 to bring Child 

Care Children a gift 

donated by 

Members of Redeemer 

Lutheran Church. 

Submitted by Wendy Horvath  

 

 
REDEEMER CHILD CARE WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU  

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR! 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & CHILD CARE - DECEMBER 2013 



REDEEMER LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & CHILD CARE 
6465 Mayport Street 
Englewood, FL  34224 
 
REV.  JAMES T. KRESS, SR. 
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accepting His command (Matthew 28:18-20): 

• Making disciples of all nations/peoples. 
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