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       6465 MAYPORT RD. 
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Pastor: Rev. James T. Kress, Sr. 

Cell Ph:  (941) 979-2976 
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Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Greetings and Announcements 

Opening Hymn: “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” LSB 901 
Please stand at the singing of the final stanza of the Opening Hymn 
Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 

 Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.  
P O almighty God, merciful Father, John 20:19–23
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 19 

instruction takes place from 3:00 – 4:00 PM.  Sixth, seventh and eighth grade instruction 
takes place from 4:15 – 5:30 PM.  All students are picked up by the church van at their 
respective schools.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office or call 
Pastor Kress. 
 
THE LUTHERAN STUDY BIBLE: The Hardback Edition from Concordia Publishing 
House is now available.  This new Bible is the first in English to be developed from the 
ground-up with notes that are uniquely Lutheran. The Lutheran Study Bible draws 
together a depth of scholarly notes with rich devotional insights to provide meaningful 
perspective for both young and mature Christians.  
 
SENIOR FELLOWSHIP:  Going forward, Senior Fellowship will meet every Thursday 
at 10:00 AM.  Lunches will no longer be provided, but dessert and beverages will be.  
Bring a bag lunch and enjoy the fun! 
 
BIBLE CLASS:  Today in Bible Class, through Dr. Barry’s “What About … Series,” we 
will take a closer look at either our need for the Gospel; why it is such Good News, and 
how we receive it and respond to it or we will look at how we as Christians face Death 
and Dying and understand what death is and how to deal with grief. I hope you are able 
to join us for this interesting study beginning at 9:15 am. Next week we may have the 
opportunity to study either one of the above mentioned topics or review some important 
truths about the Bible. Come and hear the wonderful Word of God. 
 
HALLOWEEN CANDY:  The Board of Outreach will again be passing out candy 
(labeled with Redeemer information) at the Halloween Safewalk on Dearborn Street on 
October 31.  To help allay costs, if you would like to donate candy for this use, please 
bring bags/boxes of individually wrapped candies, suitable for distribution to children.  
There is a box in the Narthex for this purpose.  Thank you. 
 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  Today is the deadline for all newsletter submissions, 
please have all entries to Leta today!  Thank you. 
 
A HUGE THANK YOU:  Thank you to all who helped at the Sunday School Rally Day!  
It was a great success and much fun was had by all who attended!  Special thanks to 
Karen & Tommy Kirkland, Wendy & Steve Horvath, Miranda Leksche, Max Leksche, 
Mark Horvath, Ray & Leta Stender, Mary Beaber, Ray & Dolores Altmann, Barbara 
Duff, Lisa Vassallo, Carol & Charlie Vovcsko, Pam Replinger, Naomi Sylvester, and (for 
being such good sports with the dunk tank) Ron Beaber and Pastor Kress. 
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If you make a donation to the Child Care or Angel Fund, please make checks payable to 
Redeemer Child Care.  They now have their own checking account.  Thank you. 
 
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH!:  Pastor Kress has set aside Saturday nights at 7:00 PM for 
you to come play games, watch a movie, talk about real issue for real teens, or just hang 
out. This is your “Saturday Night Alive”!  Bring a friend or two, but most importantly, 
bring yourself.  If you have any questions feel free to call Pastor Kress or text him (YES 
– He’s text literate!) on his cell phone, (941-979-2976).   
 
HULA CLASS:  Tuesday mornings at 9:00 AM - Hula class in the fellowship hall!  Cost 
is $6.00 per session.  It is absolutely the best thing you can do for yourself!!!  Great loads 
of fun!!! 
 
CHOIR PRACTICE:  Choir practice began on Wednesday, September 16th at 7:00 PM.  
If you have ever wanted to sing, now is the time!  Give it a chance!  We welcome you!!! 
 
GOLF OUTING YOUTH FUNDRAISER:  The First Annual Youth Fundraiser Golf 
Outing will be taking place on October 3rd at 11:00 AM at Rotunda – Long Marsh 
Course.  Registration begins at 10:00 AM.  Food will be provided before and after!!!  
(Coffee and danishes in the AM, hamburgers, hotdogs, baked beans, salads and desserts 
in the PM).  1st and 2nd place teams will win cash and door prizes.  Win the prize for 
Longest Drive or for the two closest to the pin!  Sign-Up after church service or contact 
Lisa or Rick Vassallo at 941-698-0093!  THE ENTRY AND FEE DEADLINE IS 
SEPTEMBER 27th!!!!!! 
 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY:  The Youth will be providing snacks for Habitat for 
Humanity on September 26th.  If anyone would like to donate packaged cookies, crackers, 
or bottled water for the youth to bring, please drop it off in the narthex in the box marked 
Habitat 4 Humanity. Thank you! 
 
PASTOR’S CLASS:  Have you found yourself attending church services here regularly, 
but realize you are not yet a member?  Perhaps you are a member of a Lutheran church, 
but new to this area, and wondered how to make Redeemer Lutheran Church your new 
home?  Or perhaps you are a member of Redeemer, but would like to brush up on your 
catechism skills?   Class began a couple of weeks ago, but it is not too late join.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Pastor Kress.    
 
YOUTH CONFIRMATION:  Youth confirmation has begun.  Fourth and fifth grade 
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Service of the Word 

Introit Ps. 37:5–7; antiphon: Ps. 37:4 

 

Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 
     and he will give you the desires | of your heart. 
Commit your way | to the LORD;* 
     trust in him, and | he will act.  
He will bring forth your righteousness | as the light,* 
     and your justice as the | noonday.  
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for him;* 
     fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way,  

over the man who carries out evil de- | vices!  
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
     and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
     is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 
     and he will give you the desires | of your heart. 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ALTAR FLOWERS:  Today’s Altar Flowers are given by Russ and Carol Spooner in 
celebration of their son Stephen’s 40th birthday! 
 
KRESS FAMILY HOME:  Thanks be to God we are now in our own home!!!  Our new 
address is 14118 Appleton Blvd., Port Charlotte, FL  33981.  We would like to thank all 
of you who helped us move!  We would also like to welcome all the members of 
Redeemer Lutheran Church to our home for an open house on Sunday, September 27th 
from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM.  Thank you all so much for your prayers and support, Pastor 
and Lisa Kress. 
 
CHILD CARE BASKET:  Don’t miss the Child Care basket located near the men’s 
restroom for needed supplies of non-scented baby wipes, paper towels, trash bags, and 
snacks.  Thank you very much for your support. 
 
ENGLEWOOD HELPING HAND:  The pantry is in need of the following items:  
Peanut Butter, Jelly, Tuna, Mac-N-Cheese and Rice. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTE:  “The Wisdom of Solomon” serves as the focus of the 
Sunday School lesson for today. Solomon, though wise, needed what we and all sinners 
need: Christ, Wisdom Himself, and the forgiveness He brings. Consider discussing, “Tell 
me an example of Solomon’s wisdom. How has God shown you His wisdom?” 
 
TALK RADIO FOR LUTHERANS AND FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO KNOW...  
DEFENDING THE FAITH, TEACHING THE TRUTH...Do any of these topics interest 
you?: Health Care Reform & Life Issues, The Emerging Church Movement, Early 
Christianity, Jesus Christ vs. The Gods of Ancient Mythology, Biblical Archeology and 
more. Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show produced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by 
LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. You can listen to what you want when you want at 
www.issuesetc.org. 
     
USHERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED:  If you would like to volunteer as an usher, please 
pick your date and service time (8:00 AM or 10:30 AM).  Sign up on the board in the 
narthex.  If you have any questions, or are unsure about being an usher, call Tom 
Kirkland at 474-6407.  He will do a walk through of usher duties upon request.   
 
DONATIONS TO CHILD CARE AND/OR ANGEL FUND:  Members and visitors – 

http://www.issuesetc.org
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SERVING IN THE LORD’S HOUSE TODAY: 

Elder on Duty:            8:00 AM – Joe Carlos , 10:30 AM – George Cancellieri 
Communion Elder:    8:00 AM – Joe Carlos, 10:30 AM – Ron Beaber 
Acolyte:                       8:00 AM – Billy Ruccatano, 10:30 AM – Anthony Bruno 
Coffee Hour:                Judy Scarangella & Linda Rogers 
Organist:                      8:00 AM – Bill Bowers, 10:30 AM - Doris Dykhuizen 
Altar Guild:   Carolyn Jordan & Gudrun Janke 
Greeters:  8:00 AM – Ed & Carol Sheahan, 10:30 AM -  Joe & Carol Carlos 
Ushers:  8:00 AM – Olga Nagel, Lee Vandercook, Harold Hale, Ray Janssen 
  10:30 AM – Russ & Carol Spooner, George & Elma Cancellieri 
Choir Director:    Doris Dykhuizen 

 
CHURCH SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 21st THRU SEPTEMBER 27th 

 
MONDAY:               3:45 PM Child Care Chapel 
                                             5:30 PM Weight Watchers 
                                         
TUESDAY:             9:00 AM Hula Class 
   7:00 PM AA Meeting  
    
WEDNESDAY:                  7:00 PM Pastor’s Class 
                 7:00 PM Choir Practice 
 
THURSDAY:     10:00 AM Senior Fellowship 
      3-5:30 PM Youth Confirmation Class 
                
SATURDAY:     8:00 AM Youth – Bringing Snack for Habitat for Humanity 
      7:00 PM  Saturday Night Alive! 
 
SUNDAY:                           8:00 AM Worship Service 

                                 9:15 AM Sunday School   
            9:15 AM Adult Bible Class   

            10:30 AM Worship Service 
      2-6:00 PM Kress Family Open House 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray. 

O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant us humility and childlike 
faith that we may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
Sit 
Feeding of the Lambs:           “Can We have Fun being Last?” 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 11:18–20 
18The LORD made it known to me and I knew; then you showed me their deeds. 

19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. I did not know it was against me 
they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off 
from the land of the living, that his name be remembered no more.” 20But, O LORD of 
hosts, who judges righteously, who tests the heart and the mind, let me see your 
vengeance upon them, for to you have I committed my cause. 
P The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading James 3:13—4:10 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his 

works in the meekness of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition 
in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. 15This is not the wisdom that 
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comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16For where jealousy and 
selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17But the wisdom 
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 
fruits, impartial and sincere. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those 
who make peace. 

4:1What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your 
passions are at war within you? 2You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet 
and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. 
3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 
4You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of 
God. 5Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns 
jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6But he gives more grace. 
Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 7Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to 
God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. 9Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and 
he will exalt you. 
P The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

Holy Gospel Reading Mark 9:30–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th chapter. 

 
30[The disciples] went on from there and passed through Galilee. And [Jesus] did 
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A QUIET REMINDER:  Worshipers are reminded that the “quiet times”…during the 
pre-service Prelude and the Offering …are intended for personal meditation and prayer.  
Please keep conversation to a minimum.  You are encouraged to make use of our 
beautiful narthex for visiting.  Thank you. 
 
Gratitude For God’s Blessings:  James 3:13-4:10:  Wanting more and more, especially 
of the material things of this world, can lead us into all kinds of spiritual traps.  God 
promises to provide for our “needs” but not necessarily our “wants.”  Maturing stewards 
know the difference! 
 

PRAY FOR 
SHUT-INS: Ilse Berner, Gloria Carlson, Evelyn Etheridge, Earl Gossett, Ruth Jansch, 
Clara & Walter Mitchell, Jaye Nistendirk, and Ruth Sutley. 

 
HEALING: Members: Henrietta Appold, Joan Bowers and Family, Wilbur Bruce, 
Marie Elphick, Sharon Eisele, Roland Hansen, Bob Johnson, Charles Keller, Cliff 
Larsen, Leona Morrison, Harriet Payne, Carolyn Plesner, Don Plesner, Steve Procuk, 
Tom Poyer, Bonnie Roussin, Sharron Schultz, Ed Sita, Jim Straub, Pastor Thomason, 
Arlene Twombly, Lee Vandercook, and Barbara Wolgast.  

 
Friends & Relatives: Lorraine Agens, Paulette Bryden, Georgia Bush, Carly DeFeos, 
John Denick, Chase, great-grandson of George and Doris Dykhuizen, Bruce Gnatkowski 
II, Debbie Harrison, Larry Headun, Glory Herget, Michelle Hickner, Bill Hillis, Aaron 
Hingos, Jeremy Hoivik, Tom Holt, Rachel Kagay, Howard Kagay, Erin Kress and unborn 
child, Rev. Howie Krienke, John Lichty, Marie Liebl, Elsie Malecki,  Dan Mason, Joe 
Manson, Patrick McCord, Kaye Ann Nagel, Judy Nagel, Mike Pedretti, Charles Pentecost 
Jr., Sherrie Rhoades, Audrey Slusher, Nancy Sly, Michael Stio, Marion Talley, Phyllis 
Tucker, Helen Weishaar, Andrew Wolgast and Eileen Zwick. 
 

Military Personnel: Daniel Anderson, Adam Buchner, Eric Byrne,  Kevin Copeman, 
Christopher Dutch, Michael Garza, Stephen Geib, Brian Hollis, Nathan Hudson, Brian 
Jackson, Jennie Janssen, Keith Janssen, Joshua Jones, Scott Morris, Steven Siegmundt, 
Jeremy Twombly, Matthew Walenta, and Charles Weishaar.  
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Salutation and Benedicamus  
P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22

  

P Bless we the Lord.  Psalm 103:1

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  Numbers 6:24-26
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 

Closing Hymn:  “What Is the World to Me” LSB 730 
 
Postlude 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WELCOME!  It is our pleasure to worship with you this morning here in God's house.  
It is our sincere desire that the Holy Spirit will deepen the faith of each one of us through 
God's holy Word and Sacrament.  We ask ALL members and visitors to please PRINT 
their name, children, local address and phone number in our Record of Fellowship 
book in the pew.  Visitors, please be sure to introduce yourself to our Pastor as you 
leave the sanctuary.  
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not want anyone to know, 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son 
of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when 
he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 32But they did not understand the saying, and 
were afraid to ask him. 

33And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, 
“What were you discussing on the way?” 34But they kept silent, for on the way they had 
argued with one another about who was the greatest. 35And he sat down and called the 
twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and 
servant of all.” 36And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him 
in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives 
me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”  
P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 



 8 

          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 
Hymn of the Day: “One Thing’s Needful” LSB 536 

Sermon:                 “He has Chosen the Harder Thing” 
Stand 
Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 
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Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 

 

P Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness 
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 
Distribution Hymns 

“The Lamb” LSB 547 
“The Tree of Life” LSB 561 
“Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” LSB 637 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
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Sit 
Gathering of Our Tithes and Offerings:   
               (Choir – 10:30 AM - “Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”) 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. [Brief Silence] 
Response following each petition 

P … Lord, in Your mercy 
C Hear our prayer. 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, God almighty, we place all those for whom we have 

prayed, even our very selves, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 
P The Lord be with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 
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P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on 
the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. 
Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life 
everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

Sanctus  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
           as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
           as we forgive those 
           who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 


